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A V T H O R's 

D E C L A R A t.I O N. 

As there are ibm^ pec^e who c wuqt 
read without .makiag applic^uiqps 
of the vicious and liidicrous charadters 
they meet with in works of this kind, I 
declare to thefe mifchievous readers, 
that they will be to blame, if they ap- 
ply any of the piftures drawn in this 
book. I publicly own that my pur- 
pofe is to reprefent life as we find it: 
but God forbid that I fhould undertake 
to delineate any man in particular ! Let 
no reader, therefore, aflume to himfelf 
that which properly belongs to others, 
left, as Phsedrus obferves, he make an 
unlucky difcovery of his own charaftcr* 
Stulte nudabit anitni con/cientiam. There 
are phyficians in Caftile, as well as in 
France, whofe pradice confifts in eva- 
cuating their patients a little too much ; 
and the fame vices and peculiarities of 
difpofition are to be feen every where. 



I confefs, that I have not always exadly 
obferved the manners of the Spaniards ; 
and thofe who are acquainted with the 
diforderly lives of the players at Madrid 
may reproach me with having defcribed 
their irregularities with too much ten- 
dernefs : but 1 thought it was neceflary 
to foften them a little, that they might 
be the more conformable to the manners 
of our own country. 
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G I L B LAS 

T O TH E 

READER. 

GENTLE reader, before thou heareft th« 
hiftory of my life, give me leave to en- 
tertain thee witha Ihort ftory. 

Two fcholars, in their way from Pennafiel 

to Sahimahca, being thirfly and fatigued, fat 

downl)y a fpring they itiet.with on the road. 

There, while they refted themfelves, after 

having quenched their thirft, they perceived 

by accident, upon a ftone that was even with 

the furface of the earth, fome letters, already 

half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 

that came to water at the fountain : having 

wafhed it, they read thefe words in the Caf- 

tilian tongue ; Aqui eJL^ encerrada el alma del 

Ucenciado Pedro Garcias. " Here is interred 

the foul of the Licentiate Peter Garcias/* 

The younger of the two ftudents, being a 

pert coxcomb, nofooner read this infcription, 

than he cried with a loud laugh, " A good 

joke iYaith ! Here is interred the foul — a foul 

interred !— Who the devil could be the author 

of ftich a wife epitaph !" So faying, he got 

up and went awa)^; while his companion. 



( x.i ) 

Tvho was bleffed with a greater fliare of pene- 
tration, faid to himfelf, ** There is certainly 
fotne myftery in this affair : Til ftay in order 
to unriddle, it." Accordingly, bis comrade 
was no fooner out ctf fight, then he began to 
dig with his knife all around the ftone ; and 
fucceeded fo well, that he got it up, and 
found beneath it a leathern purfe, containing 
a hundred ducats, and a card, on which 
was written the followjfig fcntence in Latin, 
** Wbofocver thou art who haft wit enough 
to difcover the meaning of the infcription, in- 
herit my money, and m^ke a better ufe of it 
than I have done." The fcholar, rejoicingat 
his good fortune, placed the ftone in its for- 
mer iituation, and walked home to Salamanca 
with the foul of the licentiate. 

Of what compledtion foever thou mayeft 
be, friendly reader, thou wilt certainly re- 
femble one of thofe two fcholars : for if thou 
pcrufeft my adventures, without perceiving 
the moral inftrudtions they coiitain, thou wilt 
reap no barveft from thy labour : but if thou 
readeft with attention, thoy wilt find in them, 
according to the precept of Horace, Profit 
mingled with pleafure. 
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B O O K I. : 

"1 

C H A p. I. 

0/ tbi birth and education of Gil Bias. 

l^'X^C'^Y father. Bias of Santillane, after 
^ M ^ having carried arms many years for 
w "iKi^^ the fervice of the Spanifli monar- 
*-^^-*.chy, retired to the town in which 
he was^ born, where he chofe a wife among 
the fecottd-rate citizens, who, though fhe was 
no chicken, brought me into the world ten 
months after her marriage. — They afterwards 
Vol. I, B \^- 
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removed to Oviedo, where my mother be- 
came a waiting- woman, and my father Squire* 
to a lady: and as they had nothing but their 
wages to depend upon, I ftiould have run the 
hazard of being very poorly educated, had it 
not been my good fortune to have a canon for 
my uncle, whofe name was Gil Peres: he 
was my mother's eldeft brother as well as my 
god-father, a little man, three feet and an 
half high, exceffive fat, with his head funk 
between his fhoulders; otherwife an honeft 
prieft, whofe chief care was to live well; that 
is to make good chear; and his living, which 
was no lean one, furnifhed him with the 
means. 

He carried me home to his houfe while an 
infant, taking charge of my education; and 
I appeared fo fprightly, that he refolved to 
cultivate my genius. With this view he 
bought for me an horn-book, and undertook 
(himfelf) to learn me to read ; a tafk no lefs 
ufeful to him than to me: for, in teaching 
me my letters, he had recourfe to his reading, 
which he had always negleded too much; 
and, by <iint of application, enabled himfelf 
to read his breviary without hefitation; a qua- 
lification he had never been poffefled of be- 
fore. — He had all the inclination in the world 



♦ Squire, or gcntleman-uflier, in Spanifli EfcuderOy is a perfon 
that waits on a lady. Formeriyy- decayed gentlemen were en- 
tertained by the nobility for this ^ti^ofe. They took their ap- 
pellation from thofe eminent fqulres whofe ofl^cc was to carry the 
(Meld (inSpaiOy called fifcudo) of their xnaftcr* 

to 
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to inftruft mt in the Latin tongue alfo, be- 
caufe it would have been fo nnuch money 
faved to him: but, alas, poor Gil Peres! he 
had never in his life underftood the rudiments 
of that language, and was perhaps (but this 
I do not vouch for a certainty) the moft illite- 
rate canon of the whole chapter. — I have been 
told, indeed, that he had not obtained his be- 
nefice by his erudition; but owed it entirely 
to the gratitude of fome pious nuns, for 
whom he had afted the part of a zealous 
commiflioner, and by whofe influence the or- 
der of priefthood had been conferred upon 
him without examination. 7*-^ 

He was therefore obliged to fubjeft me to the 
birch of a fchool-mafter, and accordingly fent 
me to the houfe of doftor Godinez, who was 
reckoned the moft expert flogger in Oviedo. 
I improved fo well under his inftruftions, that 
in five or fix years I underftood a little Greek, 
was a pretty good Latin fcholarj and apply- 
ing myfelf alfo to logic, began to argue apace: 
I was fo much in love with difpute, that 
I ftopped paflfengers, known or unknown, and 
propofed arguments to them; and fometimes 
meeting with Hibernian geniufes, who were 
very glad of the occafion, it was a good jcft 
J to fee us difpute: by our extravagant geftures, 
grimace, contorfions, our eyes full of fury, 
and our mouths full of foam, one would have 
taken us for bedlamites rather than philofo- 
phers. 

B - ^v 






4 The ADVENTURES of 

By thefe means, however, I acquired the 
reputation of a great fcholar in townj a cir- 
cumftance that pkafed my uncle extremely, a& 
he forefaw that I fhould hot be much longer 
an expence to him. — " Harkee, Gil Bias (faid 
he to me one day) thou art no longer a 
child, and it is high time for i brilk lad of 
*^ feventeen> like thee, to pufti thy fortune in 
'^ the world : I am determined to fend thee to 
" Salamanca, where, with fuch genius and 
'^ learning, thou canft not fail of obtaining 
*^ fome good poft : thou (halt have fome du- 
cats in thy pocket to bear thy expences on 
the road; and I will give thee my own 
mule, which thou mayeft fell at Salamanca 
for ten or twelve piftoles, and live upon 
the money until thou (halt ht fettled to thy 
" fatisfaftion." 
*^ He could not have propofed any thing more 
agreeable to me, for I paflionately longed to . 
fee the world : neverthelefs, I had difcretioii 
enough, to conceal my joy; and when the. 
time of my departure arrived, afFc6ling the 
moft lively forrow at leaving an uncle, to 
whom I owed fo many obligations, the honeft 
man was melted, and gave me more money 
than he would have done, could he have feen 
to the bottom of my heart.-^Before I fet out 
I went to take leave of my father and mo- 
ther, who enriched me with advice, exhorted 
me to pray to God for my uncle, to live in- 
ofFenfively, to efchew evil, and by all means 
to refrain from ftealing. — After they had held 
■^ . . forth 
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forth a good while, they made me a prefent 
of their blefling, which was all I expefted 
jfrom them; and I, mounting my mule, bad 
adieu, to Oviedo. y 

GHAP. 11. 

Of his being grievoujly alarmed in bis way to 
Pennaflor: Of his conduSl in that town, 
with an account of a perfon v:ko fupped with 
him. 

• 

BEHOLD me ':hen in the open field, 
clear of Oviedo, on the road to Penna- 
flor, mafter of my own conduft, of a forry 
mule, and forty good ducats, exclufive of 
Ibme royals which I had ftolen from my much 
honoured uncle. — The firft thing I did was 
to let my beaft go at difcretion, that is, very 
gently J and throwing the bridle on her neck, 
I emptied my purfe into my hat, and amufed 
myfelf in counting my money: my joy was 
exceffive; and as I had never feen fo much 
cafh before, I handled and gazed at it with 
infatiable delight. — I had reckoned it, per- 
haps, twenty times over, when, all of a fud- 
dcn, my mule raifing her head, and pricking 
up her ears, flopped in the middle of the high* 
way. Imagining flie was frighted at fome- 
thing, I looked about to fee what was the 
matter, and perceived upon the ground an 
, old hat, turned up, with a rofary of great 
beads in it; at the fame time heard a laments 
able. voice pronounce thcfe words : " Mr. Tra- 
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vtller, for God's fake, have pity on a poor 
maimed foldier; drop, ifyoupleafe, a few 
bits into the hat, and you fhall be rewarded 
^ in heaven." — I turned my eyes immediately 
on the fide from whence the voice iflued, and 
faw, at the root of a bufh, about twenty or 
thirty paces from me, a kind of foldier, who 
upon two crofs fticks, fupported the barrel of 
a carbine, in my apprehenfion longer than a 
pike, with which he feemed to take aim at me: 
"^^^ at this apparition, which made me quake for 
the church's money, I ftopt ftiort, and, pocket- 
ing my ducats in a great hurry, took out fomc 
rials, approaching the hat, that was expofed 
for the reception of extorted charity, and 
dropped them into it, one after another, that the 
beggar might fee how nobly I ufcd him.— • 
He was fatisfied with my bounty, and gave mc 
a benediction for every kick that I beftowed on 
the fides of my mule, in order to get out of 
his reach i but the plaguy bead, regardlefs of 
my impatience, moved not a ftep the fafter, 
having loft the power of galloping, by a 
long habit of carrying my uncle at his own 
leifure. 
y- I did not look upon this adventure as a very 
favourable omen for my journey; I confidered 
that I might meet with fomething ftill worfe 
before I Ihould arrive at Salamanca; and 



v: 



^ could not help blaming my uncle's impru- 

^ dence, for having neglcfted to put me under 

the dire6kion of a carrier. This, to be furc, 

was what he ought to have done; but he ima- 

.• ' gined 

..^■' - 



GILBLAS. 7 

gined that, by giving me his mule, my journey 
-would be the lefs expenfive; and he had more 
regard to that confideration, than to the dan- 
gers I might meexpofed to on the road. — In 
order therefore to repair his mifrnanagemenr, 
I determined (as foon as I fhould arrive at Pen- 
naflor) to fell the mule, and take the oppor- 
tunity of a carrier for Aftorga, from whence 
I could tranfport myfelf to Salamanca by the 
fame convenience} for although I had never 
been out of Oviedo, I was not ignorant of the 
names of the towns through which I muft 
pafs, having informed myfelf of thefe things 
before I fet out. . V^ 

I arrived in fafety at Pennaflor, and, halt- 
ing at the gate of an inn that made a tolera- 
ble appearance, I no fooner alighted than the 
landlord came out, and received me with great 
civility J he untied my portmanteau witli his 
own hands, and, throwing it on his (houlder, 
conducted me into a room, while one of his 
fervants led my mule into the ftable. — This 
inn-keeper, the greateft talker of the Aftu- 
ries, and as ready to relate his own affairs, 
without being afked, as to pry into thofe of 
another, told me that his name was Andrew 
Corcuelo; that he had ferved many years in 
the king's army, in quality of a ferjeant; and 
had quitted the fervice fifteen months ago, to 
marry a damfol of Caftropol, who (tho' (he 
was a little ^a^rthy) knew very well how to ' 
turn the penii^. ^ He faid a thoufand other 
things, which J cduld have difpenfed with the. 

B 4 \v£^X\TV5g^, 
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hearing ofi but after having made mc his 
confidant, he thought he ha^ a right to exadt 
the fame condefcenfion from me; and accord- 
ingly afked whence I came, whither I was 
going, and what I was. — I was obliged to an- 
fwer, article by article> becaufe he accpmpa- 
nied every queftion with a profound bow,, 
and begged me to excufe his curiofity with 
fuch a refpeftful air, that I could not refufe 
to fatify him in every particular. — This en- 
gaged me in a long converfation with him, 
and gave me occafion to mention my defign, 
and the reafons I had for difpoling of my 
mule, that I might take the opportunity of a 
carrier.: — He approved of my intention, though 
not in a very fuccinft manner; for he repre- 
fented-all the.troublefome accidents that might 
befall me on the road, he recounted many dif- 
mal ftories of travellers, and I was afraid he 
would never have done: he concluded at 
length, however, telling me, that if I had a 
mind to fell my mule, he was acquainted 
with a very honeft jockey who would buy her. 
I a;flured him he would oblige me in fending 
for hini; upon which he went in queft of 
him immediately with great eagernefs.— It 
was not long before he returned with his man, 
whom he introduced to me as a perfon of ex- 
ceeding honefty, and we went into the yard 
dl together, where my mule was produced, 
and pafled and repafled before the jockey, who 
examined her from head to foot, and did not 
fail to fpeak very difadvantageoufly of her. 

I own 
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I' own there was not much to be faid in her 
praifei but, however, had it been the pope's 
mule, he would have found fome defefts in 
her. He aflured me, that Ihe had all the 
faults a mule could have; and, to convince 
me of his veracity, appealed to the landlord, 
who, doubtlefs, had his reafons for fupport- 
ing his friend's affertions. — " Well (faid this 
" dealer, with an a^r of indifference) how, 
much money do you expeft for this 
wretched animal ?" After the eulogium he 
hajd beftowed on her, and the atteftation of 
' Signor Corcuelo, whom I believed to be a 
man of honefly and underftanding, I would 
have given my mule for nothing; and there- 
fore told him I would rely on his integrity; 
bidding him appraife the beaft in his own con- 
fcience, and t would (land to the valuation. 
Upon this he affumed the man of honour^ 
and replied, that in engaging his confcience 
I took him on the weak fide:, in good.footh,. 
that did not feem to. be his ftrong fide: for 
inftead of valuing her at ten or twelve piftoles, , 
as my uncle had done, he fixed the price at 
three ducats, which I accepted with as much . 
joy as if I had made an excellent bargain. 

After having fo advantageoufly difppfed of- 
my mule, the landlord, eondudted me to a. 
carrier, who was to fet out the next day for 
Aftorga. — This muleteer.Jet me know, that 
he would depart before day-break, and pro- 
mifed to wake me in time,, after we hadv 
agreed upon the price, as well for the bxt^ ^t • 
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a mule as for my board on the road; and 
when every thing was fettled between us, I 
returned to the inn with Corcuelo, who, by 
the way, began to recount the carrier's hif- 
toryi he told me every circumftance of his 
charafter in town, and, in fhort, was going 
to ftupify mc again with his intolerable lo- 
quacity, when, luckily for me, a man of a 
pretty good appearance prevented my mif- 
tbrtune, by accofting him with great civility. 
— I left them together, and went on, with- 
out fufpefting that I had the leaft concern in 
their converfation. 

When I arrived at the inn I called for fup- 
per, andi it being a meagre day, was fain to 
put up with eggs ; which while they got rea- 
dy, I made up to my landlady, whom I had not 
feen before; (he appeared handfome enough, 
and withal fo fprightly and gay, that I fhould 
have concluded (even if her hufband had not 
told me fo) that her houfe was pretty well 
frequented. — When the amlet I had befpoke 
was ready, I fat down to table by myfelf; 
and had not yet fwallowed the firft morfel 
when the landlord came in, followed by the 
man who had flopped him in the ftreet. This 
cavalier, who wore a long Iword, and feemed 
to be about thirty years of age, advanced to- 
wards me with an eager air, faying, " Mr. 
*^ Student, I am informed that you are that 
•* Signor Gil Bias of Santillane, who is the 
** link of philofophy, and ornament of Ovie- 
" do!- Is it 'poffible that you arc that mirror 
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** of learning, that fublimc genius, whofe 
*' reputation is fo great in this country ? — You 
*' know not (continued he, addrefling him- 
felf to the innkeeper and his wife) you 
know not what you poffefs ! You have a 
treafure in your houfef Behold^ in this 
young gentleman, the eighth wonder of the 
" world!" Then turning^to me, and throw- 
ing his arms about my neck, " Forgive (crfcd 
he) my tranfports! I cannot contain- the 
joy that your prefence creates !'' 
I could not anfwer for fome time, becaufe 
he locked me fo clofe in his arms, that I was 
almodl iiifFocated for want of breath; and it 
was not till I had difengaged my head from 
his embrace, that I replied, " Signor Cava- 
** lier, I did not think my name was known- 

^* at Pennaflor.'' "How! knoiivn! (re- 

** fumed he in his former ftrain)^ we keep a: : 
" regifterof all the celebrated^names within 
twenty leagues of usir— You in particular 
are looked upon as* a prodigy, and I don't 
at all doubt that Spain will one day be as 
proud of you, as Greece was of her (even- 
fages." Thefe words, were fallowed by a^ 
frefh h\3gi which I was enforced to endure,- 
thoughat the rifkof ftrangulation. With ^ther 
little experience I had,- L ought not to have; 
been the dupe of his profeffions and hyperbo- 
lical compliments: I ought to have known^ 
by his extravagant flattery, that he was one* 
of thofe parafites which abo^ind in every- town,< 
and who^wlien a. ftranger arriveSy muo<S»x\c^ 
: B 6 \>iv^TO.- 



cc 

€€ 
CC 

cc 



€C 

€C 
CC 



€< 
CC 
CC 

iC 



12 The ADVENTURES of 

thcmfelves to him, in order to fill their bellies 
at his expence: but my youth and vanity 
made me judge quite otherwife: my admirer 
appeared to me fo much of a gentleman, that 
I invited him to take a (hare of my fupper. 
Ah! with all my foul .(cried he) I am too 
much obliged' to my kind ftars for having 
thrown me in the way of the illuftrious Gil 
*^ ""Bias, not to enjoy my good fortune as long 
as I can ! I have no great appetite (pur- 
fued he) but I will fit down to bear you 
company, and eat a mouthful, purely out 
of compiaifance." 
So faying, my panegyrift took his place 
right over-againft me, and,, a cover being laid 
for him,, attacked the amlet as voracioufly as 
if he had fafted three whole days: by his 
complaifant beginning I forefaw that our dilh 
would not laft long,, and therefore ordered a - 
fecondi which they drefled with fuch dif- 
patch, that it was lervedjuft.as we — or rather 
hc' — had made an end of the firft.^— He pro- 
ceeded on this with the fame vigour, and. 
found means, without lofing one ftrokeof his 
teeth, to overwhelm me with . praifes during , 
the whole repaft, which made me very well : 
plcafed with my fweet felf.r-rHe drank in pro- 
portion to his eating; fometimes to. my health, 
foraetimes to that of my father and mother, , 
whofe happinefs in having fuch a fon as me 
he could not enough admire. — In the rhean 
time he plied me with wine, and infilled upon 
my doing him juftice, while! toafted health^ 
c for 
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for health; a circumftance which, together 
with his intoxicating flattery, ptut me into fuch 
good humour, that feeing our fecond amlet 
half devoured, I afked the landlord if he had 
no fifh in the houfe. Signor Corcuelo, who, 
in all likelihood, had a fellow feeling with 
the paralite, replied,/^ I have a delicate trout, 
" but thofe who eat it muft pay for the fauce : 
^*— 'tis a bit too dainty for your palate, I 
*^ doubt." — "What do you call too dainty? 
(faid the fycophant, raifing hi s voice) you Vc 
a wifeacre, indeed! Know that there is no- 
thing in this houfe too good for Signor GiL 
Bias de Santillane, who deferves to be en- 
tertained like a prince." 
I was pleafed at his laying hold of the land- 
lord's laft words, in which he prevented me, 
who finding myfelf offended, faid, with an 
air of difdainy " Produce this trout of your's, 
gaffer Corcuelo, and giveyourfelf no trouble 
about the confequence." — This was what 
the innkeeper wanted : he got it ready, and 
ferved it up in a trice. At fight of this new 
difh I could perceive the parafite's eyes fparklc 
with joy; and he renewed that complaifance 
— I mean for the filh- — which he had already^ 
fliown for the eggs. At laft, however, he 
was obliged to give out^, for fear of accident, 
being crammed to the very throat: having 
therefore eaten and drank his bellyful, he 
thought proper to conclude the farce by rifmg 
from table, and accofting me in thefe words : 
** Signer Gil Bias, I am too ^d\ ^ati^^^di 
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" with your good chcUr to leave you, witfi- 
out offering an important advice, which 
you feem to have great occafion for: hence- 
forth beware of praife, and be upon your 
guard againft every body you do not know* 
" You may meet with other people inclined 
'^ to divert themfelves with your credulity, 
*' and perhaps to pufli things ftill fartherj 
but don't be duped again, nor believe your- 
felf (though they fhould fwear it) the eighth 
*' wonder of the world." — So faying, he 
laughed in my face and ftalked away. I was 
as much affefted by this bite as I have fincc 
been by misfortunes of far greater confe->- 
quence. — I could not forgive myfelf for hav- 
ing been fo grofly impofed upon; or rather, 
I was fliocked to find my pride fo humbled: 
" How! (faid I to myfelf) has the traitor 
** then made a jeft of me? His defign in 
accofting my landlord in the ftreet was 
only to pump him: or perhaps they un- 
" derftand one another ! Ah ! fimple Gil Bias ! 
** Go hang thyfelf for fliame> for having given 
" fuch rafcals an opportunity of turning thee 
** into ridicule! I fuppofe they will trump up 
" a fine ftory of this affair, which will reach 
*' Oviedo, and idoubtlefs do thee^ a great deal 
** of honour; and make thy parents repent 
** their having thrown away fo much good 
** counfel on ah afs: inflead of exhorting me 
not to wrong any body, they ought to Iiave 
cautioned me againft the knavery of the 
* world!" Chagrined with thcfe mortifying 
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refleftions, and inflamed with refenment, I 
locked myfelf in my chamber, and went to 
bed, where however I did not fleep ; for, be- 
fore I could clofe my eyes, the carrier came 
to let me know that he was ready to fet out, 
and only waited for me: I got up inftantly, 
and while I put on my clothes- Corcuelo 
brought me a bill, in which, laflureyou, the 
trout was not forgotten : and I was not only 
obliged to gratify his exorbitance, but I had 
atfo the mortification to perceive, while I 
counted the money, that the farcaftick knave 
remembered my adventure. After having 
paid fauce for a fupper, which I had fo ill 
digefted, I went to the muleteer with my 
bags, wifhing the parafite, the innkeeper, 
and his inn, at the deviL 

CHAP. III. 

Of the carriers temptation on the road^ and its, 
confequence — How Gil BlaSy in attempting ta 
get out of the frying pan, fell into the fire. 

I Was not the only perfon who travelled with 
the carrier, there being in company twa 
children belonging to. a gentleman at Penna- 
flor, a little ft rolling ballad-finger of Mondo- 
nedo, and a yoiuig: tradefman of. Aftorga, 
who was bringing ^homc a girl whom he had 
married at Verco. We became acquainted 
with one another prefently, and every one, 
in a . very fhort time, told whence he came, 
and whither he was going,— The rvtv? tcv^xrv^^ 
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lady was fo ftupid and tawny, that I had no 
great pleafure in lookmg at her;, but her 
youth and plumpnefs • had a different effedk 
upon the carrier, who refolved to nnake an at- 
tempt upon her inclinations: He fpent the 
whole day in projeAing this noble defign, the 
execution of which he deferred until we ihouid 
arrive at our lafl: ft age, which happened to be 
at Cacabelos. He accordingly niade us alight 
at the firft inn we came to, a houfe fituated 
rather in the country than the town, the 
landlord of which he knew to be a complai- 
fant and difcreet perfon. Hie took care to 
have us conduced into a remote apartment, 
where he allowed. us to fup in tranquillity;. 
but when our meal was ended, he entered 
with a furious look, crying " Blood and oons ! 
'' I am robbed of one hundred piftoles, which 
"I had in a leathern bag, and I muft find 
them immediately; otherwife I will apply 
to the magiftrate of the place, who is no. 
joker in thefe matters, and hav€ you all put 
*^ to the rack, 'till fuch time as you confefs 
*^ the crime and reftore'thc money." Having 
pronounced thefe dreadful words with a very 
natural air,, he went out> leaving us all ia the 
utmoft confternation. 

As wfi were ftrangers. to each other, none 
of us had the leaft' fufpicion »of the finefle; 
for my own part,. I fufpefted that the poor 
ballad-finger had done the deed; and perhaps 
he had the fame opinion of me. Befides, .we 
were all raw fbols^ utterly ignorant, of die 
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formalities ufed in fuch cafes, and believed ia 
good earned, that the procefs would be be- 
gun by putting us all to the torture — Giving 
way dierefore to our fear, we evacuated the 
room in a great hurry, Ibme running into the 
ftreet, others flying into the garden, and every 
one betaking himfelf to his heels for fafety. 
Among the reft the young tradefman of Aftor- 
ga, as much feared as any of us at the thoughts, 
of the torture, made his efcape, like another 
iEneas, without incommoding himfelf with his 
wife. — It was then that the carrier (as I have 
fince learned) more incontinent than his mules>^ 
and overjoyed to fee his ftratagem fucceed ac- 
cording to his expectation, went to the bride, 
boafted of his own ingenuity, and endeavour- 
ed to profit by the occafion : — but this Lu- 
crece of the Afturies,, to whom the villanous 
afpeft of her tempter lent new ftrength, made 
a vigorous refiftance, and fcreamed moft pow- 
erfully. The patrole, which happened at that: 
inftant to pafs by the houfe, that they knew 
deferved their attention, went in and demand- 
ed the reafon of thofe cries: upon which the 
landlord, who fat finging in the kitchen, and 
pretended to know nothing of the matter, 
was obliged to conduct the officer and his 
guard into the chamber of the perfon who 
made the noife. — They arrived very feafonably, . 
the chafte Afturian being quite exhaufted; 
and the commander (who was none: of th e 
moft delicate f)eople in the world) perceiving 
what was th^ matter, gave the amorous mule- 
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teer a wooden falutation with the handle of 
his halbert, addrefling him at the fame time 
in terms as inconfiftent with modefty as the 
aftion that fuggefted them —This was not all: 
he apprehended the criminal, and carried him 
before the judge, together with his accufer; 
who, notwichftandingherdifbrder, would have 
gone of herfelf to crave juftice for the out- 
rage that was committed upon her. The ma- 
giftrate having heard, and attentively con- 
lidered the caufe, found the defendant guilty, 
caufed him to be dripped and fcourged in his 
prefence; and ordered that, /f the hufbahd 
of the plaintiff fhould not appear before next 
day, ftie fhould be efcorted to Aftorga by two 
horfemen at the charge of the delinquent. 

As for me, more terrified, perhaps, than 
the reft, I got into the country, and croffing 
I don't know how many fields and heaths, 
and leaping all the ditches I found in my way, 
I arrived at laft at the fide of a wood, and 
was juft going into it, with a view of con- 
cealing myfelf in fome thicket, when> all of 
a fudden, two men on horfeback appeared be- 
fore me, and called, " Who 'goes there?" 
As my furprife hindered me from making 
immediate anfwer, they advanced, and each 
clapping a piftol to my throat, commanded 
me to tell who I was, whence I came, my 
bufinefs in that foreft, and above all things, 
to hide nothing from them- — To thefe in- 
terrogations, the manner of which feemed to 
me equal to the rack, with which the carrier 

had 
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had threatened us, I replied, that I was a lad 
of Oviedo, going to Salaiyianca; recounted 
the alarm we had undergone, and confeffed, 
that the fear of being put to the torture had 
induced me to run away.— They burft out in- 
to a loud laugh at this difcovery, which nia- 
nifefted the fimplicity of my heart; and one 
of them faid, " Take courage friend; come 
" along with us, and fear nothing: we will 
" put thee in a place of fafety." So faying, 
he made me get up behind him, and then we 
retreated into the wood. 

Though 1 did hot know what to make of 
this rencounter, I did not prefage any thing 
bad from it; for (faid I to myfelf) if thefc 
people were thieves, they would have robbed, 
and perhaps murdered me, at once : they muft: 
certainly be honeft gentlemen, who live hard 
by, and who, feeing me in a panic, have 
pity on my condition, and carry me home 
with them out of charity— But I did not 
long remain in fufpence; for, after feveral 
windings and turnings, which we performed 
in great filence, we came to the foot of a 
hill, where we alighted; and one of the 
horfemen faid to me, " This is our dwelling- 
" place/' I looked around, but could per- 
ceive neither houfe, hut, nor the leafl: ap- 
pearance of any habitation : neverthelefs, thefe 
two men lifted up a huge wooden trap-door, 
covered with earth and brambles, which coa- 
cealed the entrance of a long (helving paflage 
under ground, into which the horfcs went of 
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themfelves, like beafts that were ufcd to it; 
while the cavaliers, taking 'the fame path,, 
made me follow them : then lowering the co- 
ver, with cords fattened to the infide for that. 
purpofe, behold 'the worthy kinfman of my 
tjncle Peres, caught like a moufe in a trap. 

CHAP; IV. 

A defcription of the Juhterranean halilation^ and 
of what Gil Bias obferved therein. 

I Now difcovered my fituation, and any one 
may eafily believe that this difcovery effec- 
tually difpelled my former fear : a terror more 
mighty and better founded took poffeflion of 
my foul! I laid my account with lofing 
my. life as well as my ducats ; and looking 
upon myfelf as a vidtim led to the altar,, 
walked (more dead than alive) between my 
two conduftors, who, feeling me tremble, ex- 
horted me in vain to. fear nothing. — When we • 
had gone about 200 paces, turning and de- 
fcending all the way, we entered into a liable, 
lighted by two great iron lamps hanging from, 
the arch above. Here I faw plenty of ftraw, 
and a good many cafk§ full of provender : 
there was room, enough for twenty horfes : 
but at that time there were only the two that 
we brought along with us, which an old ne- 
gro, who feemed vigorous for his years, 
was tying to a rack. — We went out of the 
ftablcj and by the difmal glimmer of fome 
lamps, that feemed to enlighten the place,. 

only 
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only to fhow the horrors of it, came to a 
kitchen, where an old cook-maid was bufy in 
broiling fteaks, and providing forfuppcr. — 
The kitchen was adorned with all neceflary 
utenfils, and hard by there was a larder ftored 
with all forts of provifions. — The cook (for I 
muft draw her pifture) was a perfon fome- 
what turned of fixty: in her youth thehaif 
of her head* had been red as a carrot; fof 
time had not as yet fb much bleached it, but 
that one might ftiU perceive fome fhades of 
its primitive colour : fhe had an olive com- 
.plexion, a chin pointed and prominent, with 
lips fallen in, a huge aquiline nofe that hung 
over her mouth, and eyes that flamed in 
purplev 

Well, dame Leonarda (-faid -one of the: 
gentfemen, prefenting me to this fair angel 
of darknefs) here's a young man we have 
brought for you." Then turning to me, 
and obferving me pale and difmayed, " Friend 
(faid he) banifti thy fear ; we will do thee 
no harm — Having occafion for a fervant to 
" aflifl: our cook-maid> we met yith thee,' 
and happy it is for thee we did: thou (halt 
here fupply the place of a young fellow, 
who let himfelf dre about fifteen days ago : "^ 
** he was a lad of a very delicate complexion jj^'^ 
'^ but thou feemeft to be more robuft, and ^ 
^^ wilt not diefo foon: indeed thou wilt never 
fee the light of the fun again ; but in lieu 5 
of that, thou fhalt have good chear, and a 
roufing fire : Thou fhalt pafs ^ thy time 
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*^ with Leonarda, who is a very gentle crea- 
ture, and enjoy all thy little conveniences. 
I will fhow thee (added he) that thou haft 
not got among beggars/' With thefe words 
he took up a flambeau, and, bidding me follow 
him, carried me into a cellar, where I faw an- 
infinite nunriber of bottles and jars well corked,, 
which (he told me) were filled with excellent 
wine. He afterwards made me pafe through 
divers apartments, fome of which contained 
bales of linen, others of filks and ftufFs : in 
one I perceived gold and filver, and a great 
quantity of plate in different cupboards. — 
Then I followed him into a large hall illu- 
minated by three branches of copper, which. 
alfo gave light to the rooms that commu- 
nicated with it: here he put frefti queftions to 
tne; alked my name and reafon for leaving 
Oviedo; and when I had fatisfyed his curiofity 
in thefe particulars, " Well, Gil Bias (faid 
*' he) fincc thy defign in quitting the place 
*' of thy nativity was to obtain fome good 
'^ poft, thou muft certainly have been born 
J' with a cawl upon thy head; becaufe thou 
haft fallen into our hands. — I have already 
*'^ told thee, that thou ftlalt live here in afHu- 
. ^5 ence, and roll upon gold and filver : nay 
/^more, thou fhalt be fafe; for fuch is the 
L ^ contrivance of this retreat, that the officers 
" of the holy brotherhood may come into the 
*' wood an hundred times without difcovering 
*' it. The entry is unknown to every living 
*^ foul, except mc and my comrades : per- 

^^ haps 
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*' haps thou wilt wonder how it could be 
executed without being perceived by the 
people in the neighbourhood ! Know then, 
my lad, that this is not a work of our hands, 
'^ but was made many years ago; for after 
the Moors had got pofleflion of Grenada, 
Arragon, and almoft the whole of Spain, 
*' the Chriftians, rather than fubmit to the 
yoke of infidels, fled and concealed them- 
felves in this country, in Bifcay, and in 
" the Afturies, whither the valiant Don Pela- 
gio retired: fugitives, and dilperfed in 
fmall numbers, tliey lived in mountains 
*^ and woods, fome lurked in caves, and 
others contrived many fubterranean abodes, 
of which number this is one. Having af- 
*^ terwards been fo lucky as lo drive their 
" enemies out of Spain, they returned into 
*^ the towns; and, fince that time, their re- 
treats have ferved for afylums to people of 
our profeflion. 'Tis true, indeed, the holy 
brotherhood * have difcovered and deflroy- 
edfome of them; but there are ftill plenty 
remaining; and (thank heaven) I have 
" lived here in fafety near fifteen years: my 
" name isCapt. Rolando : I am the chief of the 
" company, and he whom thou faweft with 
" me, is one of my gang. 

* 

• The holy brotherhood in Spaii^, called Santa Hermandad 
was formerly an anbciatioii to fuf^prefs robbers In times of 
civil commotion ; and a^ this day, is an . eftabUniroent kept up 
through all tlie kingdoms and pit)yinc.es of Spain, for the fame 
pvrpofe* . '' ' * 
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CHAP. V. 

'i)f the arrival of more thieves in the fubterranean 
habit atioHy and the agreeable converfation that 
happen^ among them. 

SIGNOR Rolando had fcarce donefpeaking^ 
when fix new faces appeared in the hall; 
thefe were the lieutenant with five of the com- 
pany, who returned loaded with booty, which 
con filled of two hampers full offugar, cin- 
namon, pepper, dried figs, almonds, and rai- 
fins; the lieutenant, addrefling himfelf to the 
captain, told him, that he had taken thefe 
hampers from a grocer of Benaven to, whofe 
mule he had alfo carried off. When he had 
given an account of his expedition to his fu- 
perior, the pillage of the grocer was ordered 
into the ftore, and it was unanimbufly agreed 
to make merry. A table being covered in 
the great hall, I was fent back into the kitchen, 
where dame Leonarda inftruAed me in the 
nature of my office; and yielding to neceflity 
(fince my cruel. fate had fo ordained) I fup- 
pf effed my forrow, and ■ prepared myfclf for 
the fervice of thofe worthy gentlemen. 

My firft effay was on the fide-board> which' 
I adorned with filver cups, and many ftone- 
bottles of, that good wine which Si^nor Ro- 
lando had praifed fo much. I afterwards 
brought in two ragouts, which were no fooner 
ferved, than the whole company fat down to 
eat. They began with a good appetite, while 

I flood 
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I ftood behind, ready to fupply them witli 
wine; and acquitted myfelf fo handfomely, 
that I had the honour ro be complimented up- 
on -^triy behaviour. The captain recounted 
my ftory in a few words, which afforded a 
good deal of diverfion, and afterwards ob- 
ferved that I did not want merit: but I was 
at that tinle cured of my vanity, and could 
hearmyfelfpraifed without danger. Not one 
of them was filent on the fubjeft ; they faiJ, I 
feemed born to be their cup-bearer; that I 
was worth an hundred of my prcdeceflbr; 
and although dame Leonarda(rmcc his death) 
had been honoured with the office of prcfcnt- 
^ ing neftar to thofe infernal gods, they de- 
prived her of that glorious employment, with 
which, they invefted me, like a young Gany- 
mede fucceeding an ancient Hebe. 

A great difli of roafl meat, ferved up after 
the ragouts, finilhed the repaft of thofe gor- 
mandizing thieves, who drinking in propor- 
tion to their gluttony, loon became f.oiick- 
feme, made a hellifh noife, and fpokc all to- 
gether: one began a ftoiy, anotlicr broke a 
jeft, a third fhouted, a fourth fung: fo that 
there was nothing but riot and Cvinfufion ! At 
length Rolando, tired of a fccnc in which he 
was fo little regarded, called (wltli a voice 
that filenced the whole company) «' Gcncle- 
^* men, I have a propofal to nuke: inflead 
^' of ftunning one anorlier in this rruUincr, by 
** fpeaking all together, woiiki it noc be bet- 
*^ ter to entertain ourfelves like rcafoniible 

Vol. I. C '^^ c\vt3i- 
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" creatures ? There is a thought come into 
" my head : fince the time of our aflbciation, 
** we have never had the curiofity to know 
" what families we are derived from, and by 
' " what train of adventures we have been fe- 
** verally led to embrace this way of life : as 
** thefe things feem worthy to be known," let 
" us, for our diverfion, comrinunicate them to 
*' one another." The lieutenant, and the reft, 
as if they had fomething very entertaining to 
relate, embraced, with great demonftrations 
of joy, the propofal of their chief, who be- 
gan his own hiftory in thefe words : 

" Gentlemen, you muft know that I am 
the only fon of a rich citizen of Madrid j the 
'day of my birth was celebrated in the family 
by vaft rejoicings; my father, pretty well 
ftricken in years, was ravilhed at fight of ah 
heir, and my rriother undertook to luckle mc 
at her own brekfts: her father, who was ftill 
alive, was a good old man, who meddled 
with nothing but his beads, and recounted his 
own warlike exploits, having been many years 
in tlie army; fo that becoming infenfibly the 
idol of thefe three perfons, I was inceflantly 
dandled in their arms. Left ftudy fhould fa- 
tigue me in my tender years, I was allowed to 
fpend them in the moft childifti amufements ; 
my father obferving that children ought not 
to apply ferioufly to any thing, until time 
fhould have ripened the underftanding. -In 
cxpeftation of this maturity, I neither learned 
to read nor write, but, ncverthelcfs, made 

good 
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good ufe of my time: for my father taught 
me a thoufand different games: I became pcr- 
fe<5tly acquainted with cards, was no ftranger 
to dice; and my grandfather filled my head 
with romantick ftories of the military expedi- 
tions in which he had been concerned, • He 
fung the fame catches over and over, and 
when I had got ten or twelve lines by heart, 
by dint of hearing them repeated for three 
months together, my memory became a fub- 
jeft for admiration to my parents, who Teem- 
ed no lefs fatisfied with my genius. When 
profiting by the liberty I enjoyed of fpeaking 
what came uppermoft, I ufed to interrupt 
their difcourfe with my nonfcnfical prattle — 
" Ah ! what a charming creature it is !'* 
(would my father cry, looking at me with in- 
cxpreflible delight) while my mama over- 
whelmed me with caireffes, and my old grand- 
fire wept with joy, I committed, in their 
prefence, the moft indecent aftions with im- 
^punity: every thing was forgiven; and in 
(hort, they adored me. In the mean time, 
having attained my twelfth year, without being 
put to fchool, a matter was at length pro-, 
vided : but he received precife orders to in- 
ftru6l me without ufing any violence, being 
only permitted to threaten me fometimes, with 
a view of infpiring me with awe. This per- 
million had not the moft falutary effefts upon 
me, who either laughed at his menaces, or, 
with tears in my eyes, went and complained 
to my mother and grand-papa of Kis b^^- 

C a b^x\x-^* 
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barity. It was in vain for the poor devil to 
deny the accufation : he was looked upon as a 
tyrant, and my aflertion always believed, in 
Ipite of his remonftrance. I happened one 
day to fcratch myfelf, upon which, fetting up 
my pipes, as if he had flayed me, my mother 
came running in, and turned my mafter out 
of doors, though he protefted and took hea- 
ven to witnefs, that he never had touched my 
Ikin. 

In the fame manner I got rid of all my 
preceptors, until fuch an one as I wanted pre- 
sented himfelf; this was a bachelor of Al- 
cala: an excellent tutor for a perfon of 
fafhion's child ! he was a lover of play, wo- 
men, and wine, confequently the fitteft perfon 
in the world for me. The firfl thing he fet 
about was to gain my afFeftion, in which he 
fucceeded, and by thefe means, gained the 
love of my parents, who left me entirely to 
his management: indeed they had no caufe 
to repent of their confidence; for, in a very 
little time he made me perfeft in the know- 
ledge of the world: by dint of carrying me 
along with him to the places he frequented, 
I imbibed his tafte fo well, that, except in 
Latin I became an univerfal proficient; and 
when I found I had no further occafion for 
his inftruftions, he went to offer them elfe- 
were. 

If during my childhood I had lived .pretty 
freely, it was quite another thing when I be- 
came niafter of my own aftions : I every mo- 
ment 
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ment ridiculed my parents, who did nothing 
but laugh at my fallies, which were the more 
agreeable, the more infolence they contained. 
Mean while I committed all kinds of de- 
baucliery, in the company of other young 
men of the fame difpofition ; and as our pa- 
rents did not fupply us with money fufBcienc 
to fupport fuch a delicious life, every one pil- 
fered what he could, at his own home^ but that 
being alfo infufficient, we began to rob in the 
dark; when, unfortunately, the corregidor 
got notice of us, and would have caufed us 
to be apprehended, had we not been informed 
of his treacherous' defigrl. Upon which we 
confulted our fafety in flight, and transferred 
the fcene of our exploits to the highway. 
Since which time, gentlemen, God has given 
me grace to grow old in my profeflion, in 
Ipite of the dangers to which it is expofcd." 

Here the captain left off fpeaking, and the 
lieutenant, taking his turn, began with, " Gen- 
tlemen, an education quite oppofite to that of 
Signor Rolando has, neverthelefs, produced 
the fame effeft. My father was a butcher of 
Toledo, reckoned the greateft brute in the 
whole city, and my mother's difpofition not 
HHich more gentle. While I was a child, 
they whipped me, as if it had been through 
emulation, at the rate of a thoufand ftripes a 
day : the leaft fault I committed was attended 
with the moft fevere chaftifement; and it was 
in vain for me to aik pardon, with- tears in 
my eyes> and prot^fl: that I was ioxvy for 

C 3 ^\\^x. 
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what I had done; far from being forgiven, I 
was often puniflifed without a caufe; while my 
father belaboured me, rqy mother (as if he 
had not exerted himfelf) inftead of interced- 
ing for her child, frequently came to h*is af- 
fiftance. This treatment infpired me with foch 
averfi6n for my paternal habitation, that I 
ran away before. I. had attained my fourteenth 
year, and taking the road of Arragon, went 
to Saragofa, fubfifting on charity by the way. 
There I conforted with beggars, who led a 
pretty comfortable life; they taught me to 
counterfeit blindnefs, to appear lame, and 
afflift my limbs with fiftitious ulcers, &c. 
In the morning (like players, who difguife 
themfelves in order to appear upon the ftage) 
we prepared ourfelves for the different parts 
we intended to aft, and every one ran to his 
poft: in the evening we met again, and en- 
joyed ourfelves all night at the expenfe of 
thofe who had compaffion on us in the day. 
Tired however of living among thofe wretches, 
and ambitious of appearing in a higher fphere, 
I alTociated myfelf with fome knights of the 
poft, who taught me a great many ftratagems; 
but we were, in a very Ihort time, obliged to 
cjuit Saragofa, having quarrelled with a certain 
juftice, whole protedlion we had enjoyed* 
Every one took his own courfe: for my own 
part, I engaged myfelf in a company of brave 
fellows who put travellers under contribu- 
tion and liked their manner of living fo well, 
that hitherto, I have never felt the leaft in- 

clination 



G I L B L A S. 31 

clination to feek another: I am therefore, 
gentlemen, very much obliged to the barba- 
rity of my parents; fbr, had they treated me. 
a little lefs favagcly, inftead of being an ho- 
nourable lieutenaht, I fhould have been 
doubtlefs at this day, a miferable butcher." 

The next that Ipoke wias a young thiefp 
who, fitting between the captain and lieu- 
tenant,,faid, '* Gentlemen, theftories we have 
heard, are neither fo complicated, nor fo cu- 
rious as mine: I owe my being to apeafant'$ 
wife, who lived in the neighbourhood of Se- 
ville : three weeks after fhe had brought me 
into the world (being ftill youngs handfome, 
and healthy) it was propofed to her, to nurfe 
a man of quality'^ only fon lately born in 
iSeville: this propofal my mother chearfully 
accepted, and went to fetch the child, which 
being committed to her care, fjie no fooner 
brought.it home to her houfe, then perceiv- 
ing fome fmall refemblance between us, fhe 
was tempted to make me pafs for the infant 
of quality, in hopes that Ihe fhould one day 
be well rewarded by me, for that kind office : 
my father, who was not more fcrupulous than 
his neighbours, approved of the deceit; fo 
that . after having made us exchange our 
fwaddling-clothes, tihe fon of Don Rodrigo 
de Herrera was fent to another nurfe, under 
my name, and my mother fuckled me under 
his. 

Notwithftanding all the fine things that are 
faid of/ inftindt and the force of blood, the 

C 4 little 
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lictle.gentleman's parents fwallowed the change 
with great eafe: they had not the leaftfuf- 
picion of the trick that was played upon 
them; for, till I was feven years old, I was 
fcarce ever out of their arms. Their inten- 
tion being to make me a complete cavalier, 
all forts of mafters were- provided; but I had 
no great inclination for the exercifes I learned; 
and ftill lefs relifh for the fciences they ex- 
plained: I loved much better to game with 
the fervants, for whofe conapany I frequent- 
ed the kitchen and ftable; but play was not 
long my predominant paffion; for before I 
was fevcntecn years of age, I got drunk daily, 
feduced all the women m the houfe, but at- 
tached myfelf chiefly to the cookm.aid, who 
feemed to merit my principal regard: fhe was 
afat jolly wench, whofe pleafantry and fleck- 
nefs pleafed me much; and I made love to 
her with fo little circiimfpeftion, that Don 
Rodrigo himfelf perceived it. He reprimand-* 
ed me fliarply, reproached me with the bafe- 
nefs of my inclinations, and, lefl: the fight of 
this amiable obje6t fliould render his remon- 
ftrances inefFecStual, turned my princefs out of 
doors. 

I was difgufl.ed at this piece of conduft, 
for which I refolved to be revenged: with 
this viev/j I ftole his lady's jewels, and run- 
ning in queft of my fair Helen j who had re- 
tired to the houfe of a waflierwoman oT hef 
acquaintance, I carried her ofl^, at noon-day, 
to the end that nobody might *be ignorant oF 

my 
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my paflion. That was not all : I conduced 
her into her own country, where I married 
her in a folemn manner, that I might not on- 
ly give Herrera the more vexation, but alfo 
afford fuch a worthy example to the children 
of noblemen. Three months after my mar- 
riage, I was'informed of Don Rodrigo's death ; 
a piece of news I did not receive with indif- 
ference; but repairing inftantly to Seville, in 
order to demand his eftate, I found things 
ftrangely altered ! My mother, who was dead, 
had been filly enough, on her death bed, to 
confefs the jvhole affair, in prefence of the 
curate of the village, and other credible wit- 
nelTes; in confequence of which, the true fon 
of Don Rodrigb was already in pofTefTion of 
my place or rather of his own; and had been 
received with the more joy, on account of 
their being diflatisfied with me. Wherefore, 
having nothing to expeft from that quarter, 
and no longer feeling any inclination for my 
fat fpoufe, I joined fome gentlemen of the 
road, with whom I began my expeditions." 

The young robber having ended his ftory, 
another informed us, " That he was the fon 
of a merchant at Burgos, and, prompted by 
an indifcreet devotion, had taken the habit 
and profefTed a very auflere order, from which, 
in a few years, he apoflatized." In fliort, 
thefe eight highwayoien fpoke in their turns, 
and when I had heard them all, I was not at 
all furprifed to find them together. The dif- 
courfc was afterwards changed; they brought 
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upon the carpet feveral projefts for their next 
excurfion: and after having come to a de- 
ternriination, got up from table, inorder to 
go to reft. Having lighted their wax candles, 
. and withdrawn, I followed Captain Rolaado 
into his chamber, where while I helped to 
undrefs him, " Well, Gil Bias (faid he) thou 
/* feeft how we live: we arc always meny,' 
" and hatred and envy never get footing 
*' among us : we never have the leaft quarrel 
*^ with one another, but are rhore united than 
*' a convent of monks: thou wilt, my child 
*' (purfued he) lead a very agreeable life in 
"*' this place ^ for I don't believe thee fool 
/^ enougli to boggle at living with robbers : 
** eh ! doft thou think there ^rc any honefter 
people in the world than we; no, my lad, 
every one loves to prey upon his fellows -^ 
'^ it is an univerfal principle, though varioufly 
^' exerted: conquerors (for example) feife 
*' upon the territories of their neighbours,. 
^* people of quality borrow without any in- 
*' tention of repaying; bankers, treafurers, 
** exchange-brokers, clerks, and all kinds of 
'* merchants, great and fmall, arc not a whit 
•* more confcientious. As for your limbs of 
*^ the law, I. need not mention them; every 
^* body knows what they can do: I muft own; 
l^ however that they are fomewhat more hu- 
*' mane than we; for we often put innocent 
*^ people to death, and they fometimes favc 
*' the lives of the guilty/' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. vr. 

Of the attempt of Gil Bias to make his efct^e, 

and thefuccejs thereof. 

WHEN the captain of the thieves hgtd 
made his apology for his proFefllon, 
he went to bed, and I returned into the hall> 
where I uncovered the table, and put £veiy 
thing in order> from thence I went into the 
kitchen, where Domingo (fo ivas the old n^- 
gro called) expedled me to (upper. Though I 
had no appetite, 1 fat down with them; byt 
as I could not eat> and appeared as melancholy 
as I bad caufe to be fb> thefe two apparitions, 
equally qualified, undertook to give me con- 
folation : " Why do you affiidt yourfelf, child ? 
*' (faid the old lady :) You ought rather to 
rejoice at your good fortune. — You are 
young, and feem to be of an ealy temper; 
*^ confequently would have been, in a little 
•' time, loft in the world: there you would 
*^ have fallen into the hands of libertines^ 
*^ who would have engaged you in all manner 
*^ of debauchery : whereas here yorup inno* 
*^ cence finds a fecure haven/' — " Dame 
** Leonarda is in the right (faid the old black- 
'^ a-moorwitb great gravity) and let meadd^ 
*^ the world is full of afHiftion : thank hea- 
•^ ven, therefore, my friend, for having de- 
" livercd thee all at once from the dangers, 
«• difficuljties, and mifcry of life.^ 

C 6 iWt^ 



cc 



cc 



36 The ADVENTURES of 

I bore their difcourfe with patience, becaufe 
to fret myfelf would have done me no fer- 
vice: at laft Domingo, having eaten and 
drank plentifully, retired into the flable ; 
while Leonarda, with a lamp in her hand> 
condufted me into a vault, which ferved as a 
buryirig-place 'to the robbers who died a na- 
tural death, and in which I perceived a mifer- 
*able truck-bed, that looked more like a 
tomb than a couch : *' Here is your bed- 
chamber (faid Ihe) ; the lad, whofe place 
you have the good fortune to fupply, flcpt 
.*' here as long as he lived among us; and 
** now that he his dead refts in the fame place. 
*^ — He flipt away in the flower of his age: ^ 
" I hope you will not be fo fimple astofol- 
" low his example." So faying, Ihe put the 
light into my hand, and returned into her 
kitchen; while I, fetting the lamp upon the 
ground^ threw myfelf upon the bed, not fo 
much in expeftation of enjoying the leaft re- 
pofe, as with a view to indulge my melan- 
choly refleftion. " O heavens (cried I) was 
*^ ever deftiny fo terrible as mine! I am ba- 
*^ nilhed from the fight of the fun; and, as 
*' if it was not enough to be buried alive at 
*^ the age of eighteen, I am moreover con- 
*' demned to ferve thieves, to fpend the day 
*^ among highwaymen, and the night among 
" the dead!'' I wept bitterly over thefe fug- 
geftions, which fcemed to me — and were in 
effeft, extremely (hocking. A thoufand times 
I curfcd my uncle's defiga of fending me to 

• Sala- 




CC 



GIL B 1. A S. 57 

Salamanca:' I repented of my flying frbm 
juftice ^ Cacabclos, and even wifhed I had 
fubmitred to the torture. — But recollefting 
that I confumed myfelf in vain complaints, 
to no purpofe, - 1 began to think of fome 
means by which I might efcape. " What!^ 
^ (faid I to myfelf) is it then impoflible to de- 
" liver myfelf! the thieves are afleep, the 
'* cook-maid and negro will be in the fame 
" condition prefently: can't I, while theyare^ 
all quiet, by the help of my lamp, find 
put the pafTage through which I defcended 
^^ to this infernal abode ? *Tis true, indeed, 
" I don't think myfelf ftrong enough to lift 
" the trap-door that covers the entry; but 
" however, that I may have nothing to re- 
proach myfelf with, I will try: my de- 
fpair will, perhaps, fupply me with ftrength, 
and who knows but I may accomplifh it?" 
Having then projected this great defign, I 
got up when I imagined Leonardo and Do- 
mingo were at reftj and taking the lamp in 
my hand, went out of the vault, recommend- 
ing myfelf to all the faints in heaven. — It was 
not without great difficulty that I found again 
all the windings of this new labyrinth, and 
arrived at the door of the ftable; where, at 
laft, perceiving the paflTage I was in fearch of^ 
I went into it, advancing towards the trap 
with as much nimblenefs asjoy: — but, alas! 
in the middle of the entry I met with a curfed 
iron grate, faft locked, and confifting of ftrong. 
bars To clofe to ok another^ that I could fcarce 
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chruft my hand between them.. I was con* 
founded at the (ightof this newobftacle^ which 
I had not obferved when I came in, the grate 
being then open : I did not fail, however, to 
feel the bars and examine the lock, which I 
even attempted tp force; when, all of a fud- 
den, I felt a-crofs my Ihoulders five or fix 
hearty thwacks with a bull's pizzle! upon 
which I uttered fuch a dreadful yell> that the 
whole cavern echoed with the found; and 
looking behind me, perceived the old negro 
in his mirt, with a dark lantern in one hand, 
and the inftrument of his execution. in the 
other. ^* Ah ha I Mr. Jackanapes (faid he) 
** you want to make your efcape, hah? You 
•^ mull not imagine that I am to be caught 
** napping. — I heard you all the while. — I 
*^ fuppofe you thought the grate was open> 
** didn't you? -r-Know, my boy, that hence- 
*' forth thou flialt always find it ihut; and 
** that when we detain any body here> againft 
** his inclinations, he mud be more cunmng^ 
*' than thou, if ever he gets off." 

In the mean time two or three c^the thieves, 
ftarting out of their fleep at the noife of my 
cries, and believing that the holy brotherhood 
was coming foufe upon them, gat up in a 
hurry, and alarmed their companions. In an. 
inftant all were a-foot, and, feifing their 
fwords and carabines, .advanced half naked to 
the place where Donvingo chaftifed me; but 
they no Iboner underftoqd the caufe of the 
noife they had hearji^j tjbaa tlieir uneafinefs 

was 
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was changed into fits of laughter.—** How, 
" Gil Bias (faid _thc apoftate thief to me) 
" thou haft not been here fix hours, and 
*' want'ft to take thy leaye of us already! 
** fure thou muft have a great averfion to a 
*' retired life, hah ? What would'ft thou do, 
" if thou wert a Carthufian friar? Go to bed; 
** thou art quit for once, on account of the 
*' ftripes Domingo has beftowed on thee; but 
. " if ever thou fhould'ft make another effort 
** to efcape by St. Bartholomew! we will flay 
** thee alive.*' This faid, he withdrew; the 
other thieves retired into their ap^tments; 
the old negro, proud of his exploit, 'returned 
into his ftable, and I fneaked back to my. 
Golgotha, where I fpent the remaining part 
of die night in fighs and tears. 

CHAP. VIL 

Of the behaviour of Gil Bias, when he could da 

no better. 

DURING the firft days of my captivity 
I was like to fink under the forrow that 
opprefTed me, and might have been faid to 
die by inches; but at laft my good genius in- ■ 
ipired me with the refolution to difTemble: I 
afFc(5ted to appear lefs fad than ufual ; I be- 
gan to laugh and fing, though, God knows, 
•with an aching heart. In a word, 1 coun- 
terfeited fo well, that Leonarda and Domingo 
were deceived, and believed that the bird was 
at laft reconciled to his^ cage.— The robbers ^ 
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were of the fame opinion; for I aflumed a 
gay air when I filled wine for them, and 
mingled in their converfation, whenever I 
found an opportunity of a<5ling the buffoon. 
This freedom, far from difpleafing, afforded 
them diverfion. " GilBJas (faid the cap- 
'^ tain to me one evening, while I entertained 
" theni in this manner) thou haft done well, 
*^ my lad, to banifh thy melancholy > I am 
*^ charmed with thy wit and humour: T find 
people are not known all at once; for I did 
not think thou hadft been fo fprightly and 
good-natured/' 
The reft joined alfo in my praife, and ap- 
peared fo well fatisfied with gie, that, taking 
the advantage of this good difpofition, *^ Gen- 
** tlemen, (faid I) allow me to tell my mind : 
*^ fince my abode in this place I find myfelf 
uite another fort of a perfon than hereto- 
You have divefted me of the pre- 
•^ judices of education and I infenfibly im- 
bibe your difpofition: I have a tafte for 
your profeflion, arid a longing define of 
" being honoured with the name of your 
*^ companion, and of (haring the dangers of 
•' your expeditions.'* All the company ap- 
proved of my difcourfe, and commended my 
forwardnefs; fo that it was unanimoufly, re- 
folved to let me ferve a little longer, in order 
to approve myfelf worthy, then carry me out 
in their excurfions; after which I fhould ob- 
tain the honourable place I demanded. 

Well, 
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Well, then, I was obliged to perfift in my 
diffimulation, and exercife the poft of cup- 
bearer ftill; a circumftanCe that mortified me 
extremely: for my defign in afpiring to the 
honour of becoming a thief, was only to have 
the liberty of taking the air with the reft, in 
hopes that one day I fliould be able to efcapc 
from them, in the courfe of their expeditions. 
This hope alone fiipported my life; but ne- 
verthelefs appeared fo diftant, that I tried 
more than once to baiffle the vigilance of Do- 
mingo; though it was never in my pov^er, he 
being always fo much upon his guard, that I 
would have defied aiT hundred Orpheus's to 
charm fuch a Cerberus. 'Tis true, indeed, I 
did hot do all that I could have done to be- 
guile him, left I fliould have awakened his fuf- 
picion.; for he had a hawk's eye over me, and 
I was obliged to adt with the utmoft circum- 
fpeftion, that I might not betray myfelf. I 
therefore refigned myfelf to my fate, until . 
the time fliould be expired that was prefcribed 
by the robbers for receiving me into their 
gang; and this event I expedted as impatient- 
ly as if I had been to be enrolled in a lift of 
commiflioners. 

Heaven be praifed! in fix months that time 
arrived; when Signor Rolando, addrefling 
himlelf to his company, faid, " Gentlemen, 
*^ we muft keep our words with Gil Bias: 
^^ I have no bkd opinion of that young fellow, 
^' and I hope we fliall make fomething.of 
** him: it is therefor? my opinion, that we 
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•* carry him along with us to-morrow to ga- 
*' ther laurels on the highway, and ufher hin^ 
*' into the path of glory/' The robbers agreed 
to their captain's propofaU and to (how that 
they already looked upon me as one of their 
ccMmpanions, from that moment difpenfed with 
my fervice, and re-eftablifhed dame Leonardo 
in the office (he had loft on my account. They 
mademethrow away my habit, which confifted 
of a forry threadbare Ihort cafTock, and drefled 
me in the fpoils ^f a gentleman whom they 
had lately robj^ed; after which I prepared for 
my firft campaign. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Gil Bias accompanies the thieves 3 and performs 
an exploit on the highway. . 

IT was in the month of September, when 
towards the clofe of the night, I came out 
of the cavern in company with the robbcFS, 
armed like them, with a carabine, two piftols, 
^ord, and bay one t> and mounted on a pretty 
good horfe, which they h^d taken from the 
fame gentleman whofe drcfs I wore. I had 
lived fo long in darknels, that when day broke 
I was dazzled with the light, which however 
foon became familiar to my eyes. 

Having paffed hard by Ponferrada, we lay 
in ambufh in a fmall wood which bordered on 
the road to Leon. There we waited> expeft- 
ing that fortune would throw fome good luck 
in our way^ when we pejrceived a Dominican 
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(contrary to the cuftoni q{ thefe good fathers) 
riding upon a forrymule: *^ God be praifcd, 
" (cried the captain laughing) there's the coup 
*' d'ejfai of Gil Bias : — let him go and un- 
*' load that monk, while we oblerve his be- 
^^ haviour." — All the reft were of opinion 
that this was a very proper commiflion for me, 
and exhorted me to acquit myfclf handlbme- 
ly in it. *' Gentlemen^ (faid I) you (hall be 
fatisfied: 1 will make that pricft as bare as 
my hand, and bring hither his mule in a 
twinkling." — " No, no, (replied Rolando) 
fhe is not worth the trouble : bring us only 
the purfc of his reverence; that is all we 
expert of thee." For this purpofe I fallied 
from the wood, and made towards the clergy- 
man, begging heaven all the way to pardon 
the aftion 1 was about to commit. 1 would 
gladly have made my efcape that moment; 
but the greateft part of the thieves were better, 
mounted than I, and, had they perceived me 
running away, would have been at my heels 
in an inftant, and entrapped me again in a very 
fliort time, or perhaps difcharged their ca- 
rabines at me, in which cafe I fhould have 
had nothing to brag of. — Not daring there- 
fore to hazard fuch a delicate ftep, I came up 
with the prieft, and clapping a piftol to his 
breaft demanded his purfe. He flopped fhort 
to furveyjne, and without feeming much 
afraid, "Child (faid he) you are very young: 
«< — ^you have got a bad trade by the hand, 
.«* betimes." — " Bad as it is, father (I re- 
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plied) I wifli I had begun it rooner.*'— 
Ah! fon, fon (faid the good friar, who 
did not comprehend the true meaning of 
my words) what blindnefs! — allow me to 
reprefent to you the miferable condition"-— 
O father (faid I, interrupting him haftily) 
a truce with your morals, if you pleafc: 
my bulinefs on the highway is not to hear 
*^ fermons; I want money.'* — " Money! 
(cried he, with an air of aftonifhment) you 
are little acquainted with the charity of the 
Spaniards, if you think people of my cloth 
*' have occafion for money while they travel 
*' in this kingdom. Undeceive yourfelf ^ 
*' we are every where chearfully received;. 
*^ have lodging and viftuals, and nothing is 
** afked in return but our prayers: in fhort, 
*^ we never carry money about us on the 
** road 5 but confide altogether in Providence/* 
•^ That won*t go down with me (L replied) : 
your dependence is not altogether fo vi- 
fionary; for you have always fome good 
piftoles in refecye, to make more fure of 
Providence. But, my good father (add^d 
I) let us ha' done: my comrades^ who 
are in that wood begin. to be impatient ;. 
therefore throw your purfe upon the ground 
^^ inftantly, or I Ihall certainly put you to 
^' death." 

At thefe words, which I uttered with a me.- 
nacing look, the friar, feeming afraid of his 
life, faid, *^ Hold ! I will fatisfy you then, 

" fincc 
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*' fince there is a necefllty for it: — I fee tropes 
*^ and figures have no efFeft on people of your 
** profeffion." So faying, he pulled from un- 
derneath his gown a large purfe of fhamoy 
leather, which he dropped upon the ground. 
Then I told him he might continue his jour- 
ney 5 a permiffion he did not give me the 
trouble of repeating; but clapped his heels to 
the fides of his mule, which belying the opi- 
nion I had conceived of her (for I imagined 
fhe was not much better than my uncle's) all 
of a fudden went ofi^ at a pretty round pace. 
As foon as he was at a diftance I alighted, 
and taking up the purfe, which feemed heavy, 
mounted again, and got back to the wood in 
a trice,, where the thieves waited with im- 
paGence to congratulate me upon my viftory, 
^^Scarce would they give me time to dif- 
mount, fo eager were they to embrace me; 
*^ Courage, Gil Bias! (faid Rolando) thou 
*^ haft .done wonders. — I have had my eyes 
*^ on tliee during thy expedition: I have ob- 
*' ferved thy countenance all the time, and I 
^* prophefy that thou wilt in time become an 
*' exciellent highwayman." The lieutenant 
and the reft approved of the prediftion, which 
they aflured me I ftiouldone day certainly ful- 
fil. I thanked them for the high idea they 
had conceived of me and promifed to do all 
that lay in my power to maintain it. 

After they had loaded me with fo much 
undefcrved praife : they were defirous of exa- 
mining 
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mining the booty I had made, *^ Come, 
-** (faid they) let us fee what there is in the 
^^ clergyman's piirfe." — " It ought to be well 
^^ furnifhed (continued one among them) for 
^' thofe good fathers don't travel like pil- 
*' grims." The captain untied the purie, 
and, opening it, pulled out two or three hand- 
fuls of copper medals, mixed with bits of hal- 
lowed wax, and fome fcapularies*. At the 
light of fuch ap uncommon prey, all the rob- 
bers burft out into immoderate fits of laugh- 
ter. " Upon my foul (cried the lieutenant) 
*^ we are very much obliged to Gil Bias for 
•* having, in his coup d'ejfai^ performed a 
*' . theft fo falutary to the conipany." This 
piece of wit brought on more. Thofe mif- 
creants, and he in particular who had apo- 
ftatized, began to be very merry upon the mat- 
ter : a thoufand fallies efcapcd them, that too 
well denoted their immorality. — I was the on- 
ly perfon who <iid not laugh, my mirth being 
checked by the railers, who enjoyed them- 
felves at my expenfe. Every one having fhot 
his bolt, the captain faid to me, " In faith, 
** Gil Bias, I advife thee as a/riend tojoke 
** no more with monks, who are, generally 
*^ fpeaking, tqc arch and cunning for fuch as 
" thee." 



♦ Scapulaiiet are piccet of confeciuited ftuff, worn by pricfts and 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of tbeferious affair that followed this adventure. 

WE remained in the wood the greateft 
part of the day, without perceiving 
any traveller that could make amends for the 
prieft. At laft we left it, in order to return 
to our cavern, confining our exploits to that 
ludicrous event, whichftillconftitutedthefub- 
je6l of our difcourfe, when we difcovered at 
a diftance a coach drawn by four mules, ad- 
vancing at a brifk trot; and efgorted by three 
men on horfeback, who feemed well armed. 
Upon this Rolando ordered his troop to halt, 
and held a couhcilj the refult of which was, 
that they fhould attack the coach. We were 
immediately arranged according to his dif- 
pofition, and matched up to it in order of 
battle. — In Ipite of the applaufe I had ao- 
quired in the wood, I felt myfelf feifed with 
an univerfal tremor, and immediately a cold 
fweat broke out all over my body, which I 
looked upon as no very favourable omen. — 
To crown my good luck I was in the front of 
the line, between the captain and lieutenant, 
who had ftationed me there, that I might ac- 
cuftom myfelf to Hand fire all at once. Ro- 
lando obferving how much nature fufFered 
within me, looked at me alkance, faying, with 
a fierce countenance, " Hark'ee, Gil Bias, 
*^ remember to do thy duty; for if thou 
<* hang^ft an arfe. Til blow thy brains out/' 
1 \^^:k 
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I was too well perfuaded that he would keep 
his word to neglcft this caution; for whicK 
reafon I thought of nothing now but of re- 
commending my foul to God. 

In the mean time the coach and horfemen 
approached, who knowing what fort of people 
we were, and guefling our defign by our ap- 
pearance, flopped within mulket-fhot, and pre- 
pared to receive US; while a gentleman of a 
good mien, and richly drefled, came, out of 
the coach, and mounting a horfe that was led 
by one of his attendants, put himfelf at their 
head, without any other arms than a fword 
and apairof pifl:ol§ — Though they were but four 
againft nine (the coachman remaining on the 
feat) they advanced towards us with a bold- 
nefs that redoubled my fear : I did not fail, 
however, though I trembled in every joint, to 
make ready to fire; but, to tell the truth I 
Ihut my eyes, and turned away my head, 
when I difcharged my carabine; and, con- 
fidering the manner in which it went off, my 
confcience ought to be acquitted on that fcore. 

I \vill not pretend to aefcribe the adtidn; 
for although I was prefent I faw nothing, and 
tny fear, in confounding my imagination, con- 
cealed from me the horrour of the fpedtacle 
that occafioned it. — All I know of the matter 
is, that after a great noife of firing, I heard 
my companions fhout, and cry victory ! vic- 
tory! at that acclamation, the terrour, which 
had taken poffeflion of my fenfcs, diffipated, 
and I faw the four horfemen Ilretched lifelefs 

on 
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on the field of battle. On our fide we had 
but one man killed, and he was no other than 
the apoftate, who had met with his deferts 
for his apoftacy and profane jefts upon the 
fcapularies. The lieutenant received a wound 
in the arm; but it was a very flight one, the 
Ihot having only ruffled his flcin. 

Signor Rolando ran immediately to the door 
of the coach^ in which there was a lady of 
about four or five and twenty years of age, 
who appeared veiy handlbme notwithftand- 
ing the melancholy condition in which fhe 
was, for fhe had fwooned during the engage- 
ment, and was not yet recovered. While 
he was bufied in looking after "her, we took 
care of the booty, .beginning with fecuring the 
horfes of the killed, which, frightened at 
the noife of the firing had ran away, after 
having loft their riders. As for the mules 
they had not ftirred, although the coachman 
(during the adion) had quitted his place, in 
order to make his efcape. — ^We alighted, and, 
unyoking, loaded them with fome trunks we 
found fattened to the coach, before and behind. 
This being done, the lady, who had not as 
yet recovered her fenfes, was (by order of the 
captain) taken our, and placed on hbrfeback 
before one of the robbers that was beft mount- 
ed J after which, quitting the high road, the 
coach and the dead, whom we had ftripped, 
we carried off the ladv, the mules, and the 
horfes. 

Vol. I. D CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

In what manner the robbers behaved to the lady 
'^Of the great dejign which Gil Bias projeStedy 
and the ijfue thereof. 

IT was w.ithin an hour of day-break when 
we arrived at our habitation j and the firft 
thing we did was to lead our beads into the 
ftable, where we were obliged to tie them to 
the rack, and take care of them with our own 
* hands, the old negro having been (three days 
before) feized with a violent fit of the gout 
and rheumatifm, that, kept him a-bed, de- 
prived of the ufe of all his limbs: the only 
member at liberty was his tongue, which he 
employed in teftifying his impatience, by the 
mod horrible execrations. Leaving this mi- 
ferable wretch to fwear and blafpheme, wc 
went to the kitchen, where our whole atten- 
tion was cngrofled by the lady, and we fuc- 
ceeded fo well as to bring her out of her fit: 
but when fhe had recovered the ufe of her 
fcnfes, and faw herfelf in the hands of feveral 
men whom fhe did not know, fhe perceived 
her misfortune, a-ndwas feized with horror! 
The moft lively forrow and direful defpair ap- 

f reared in her eyes, which Ihe lifted up to 
leaven as if to reproach it with the indignities 
that threatened her: then giving way of a 
fudden to thofe difmal apprehenfions, flie re- 
lapfed into a fwoon, her eye-lids clofed, and 
the robbers imagined that death wou d de- 
prive 
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privc jdabcm of their prey. — The captain, think- 
ing it more proper to leave* her to herfelf than 
to torment her with their afliftance, ordered 
her to be carried to Leonarda's bed, where 
flbe was left aJone, at the hazard of what 
might happen. 

We repaired to the hall, where one of the 
thieves, who had been bred a furgeon, dreffed 
the lieutenant's Wound : after which, being 
defirous of feeing what was in the trunks, we 
found fome of them filled with lace and li- 
nen, others with clothes, and the laft we 
opened contained fome bags full of piftoles ; 
at fight of which the gentlemen concerned 
were infinitely rejoiced. This enquiry being 
made, the cook-maid furnifhed the fide-board, 
laid the cloth, and ferved up fupper. — Our 
converfation at firft: turned upon the great 
viftory we had obtained; and Rolando ad- 
dreffing himfelf to me, " Confefs, Gil Bias 
" (faid he) confefs that thou waft horribly 
tifraid." I ingenuoufly ownedj that what he 
faid was very true; but that when I Ihould 
have made two or three campaigns, I would 
-fight like a knight-errant: whereupon the 
whole company took my part, obferving that 
my fear was excufable; that the adtion had 
been vetyhot; and that, confidering I was a 
young fellow who- had never fmelled gunpow- 
der, I had acquitted myfelf pietty well. 

The difcourfe afterwards falling upon the 
mules and horfes we had brought into our re- 
ueatj it was agreed, that to-morrow before 
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day we Ihould all fet out together, in order to 
fell them at ManfiUa, which place, in all pro- 
bability, the report of our expedition had not 
yet reached. This refolution being taken, we 
finilhed our nneal, and returned into the kitchen 
to vifit the lady, whom we found (till in the 
fame fituation. — Neverthelefs, though it was 
with difficulty we could perceive any figns of 
life in her, fome of the villains did not fcruplc 
to regard her with a profane eye, and even to dif- 
cover a brutal defire, which they would have 
fatisfied immediately, had not Rolando pre- 
vented it, reprefenting to them, that they 
ought atleaft to wait until the lady (hould get 
the better of that oppreflion of forrow which 
deprived her of refleftion. — The refpedt they 
had for their captain reftrained their inconti- 
nence, otherwifc nothing could have faved the 
lady, whofe honour death itfelf, perhaps, 
would not have been able to fecure. 

We left this unfortunate gentlewoman in 
the fame condition in which we found her, 
Rolando contenting himfelf with laying in - 
junftions on Leonarda to take care of her, 
while every one retired into his own apart- 
ment. For my own part, as foon as I got to 
bed, inftead of refigning myfelf to fleep, I 
did nothing but think of this lady's misfor- 
tune : I never doubted that Ihe was a pcrfon 
of quality, and looked upon her fituation as 
the more deplorable for that reafon. — I could 
not without ftiuddering reprefcnt to myfelf the 
horrours to which ihe was deftiaed, and felc 

myfelf 
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myfelf as deeply concerned for her as if I had 
been attached by blood or friendfliip. At laft, 
after having bewailed her hard fate, I began 
to revolve the means of refcuing her honour 
from the danger in which it was, and of de- 
livering myfelf at the fame time from the fub- 
terranean abode. — I recollefted that the old 
negro was not in a condition to move, and 
that, fince his being taken ill, the cook- wench 
kept the key of the grate.— This reflcftion 
warmed my imagination, and made me con- 
ceive a fcheme, which I digefted fo well, that 
I proceeded to put it in pradlice immediately, 
in the following manner. 

Pretending to be racked with the colick, 
I began with complaints and groans j then 
raifing my voice, uttered dreadful cries, that 
waked the robbers, and brought them in- 
ftantly to my bed-fide. When they aflked 
what made me roar fo hideoufly, 1 anfwered, 
that I was tortured with an horrible colick; 
and, the better to perfuade them of the truth 
of what I faid, grinded my teeth, made fright- 
ful grimaces and contorfions, and writhed my- 
felf in a ftrange manner: then I became quiec 
all of a fudden as if my pains had given me 
fome refpite. — Ii| a moment after, I began 
again to bounce upon the bed, and twift about 
my limbs : in a Word, I played my part fa 
well, that the thieves, cunning as they were, 
allowed themfelves to be deceived, and be- 
lieved in good earned, that I was violently 
griped, la a moment all of the/n were bufied. 
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in endeavours to eafe me; one brought a 
bottle of ufquebaugh, and made me fwallow 
one half of it: another, in fpite of my teeth> 
injefted a clyfterof oil of fweet almonds; a 
third warmed a napkin, and applied it broiling 
hot to my belly. — I roared for mercy in vain: 
they imputed my cries to the colick, and 
continued to make mefuffer real pains, in at- 
tempting to free me from one I did not feel. 
At laft, being able to refift them no longer, 
I was fain to tell them that the gripes had left 
me, and to conjure them to give me quar- 
ter. Upon which they left off tormenting 
me with their remedies, and I took care to 
trouble them no more with my comjplaints> 
for fear of undergoing their good Offices a 
fecond time. 

This fcene lafted almoft three hours, after 
which the robbers, judging that day was not 
far off, prepared themfelves tofet out for Man- 
fiUa: I would have got up, to make them 
believe I was very defirous of accompanying 
them J but they would not fuffer me to rife, 
Signor Rolando faying, " No, no, Gil Bias, 
*^ ftay at home child; thy colick may re- 
** turn —Thou fhalt go with us another time; 
** but thou art in no condition to go abroad 
*' to day/' I was afraid of infifting upon it 
too much, left he fliould yield to my requeftj 
therefore I only appeared very much mor- 
tified, becaufe I could not be of the party. 
This I adtcd fo naturally, that they went out 
^f the carcra- wichout the Icaft f\^icion*Of 

my 
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my defign. — ^After their departure, which I 
had endeavoured to haften by my prayers, I 
faid to myfelf, " Now Gil Bias ! now is the 
** tinfie for thee to have refolution: arm thy- 
*' felf with courage, tofinifh that which thou 
** haft fo happily begun. — Domingo is not in 
" a condition to oppofe thy enterprife, and 
** Leonarda cannot hinder its execution. — 
** Seize this opportunity of efcaping, than 
which, perhaps, thou wilt never find one 
more favourable." Thefe fuggeftions filled 
me with confidence; I got up, took my fword 
and piftols, and went firft towards the kitchen j 
but before I entered, hearing Leonarda fpeak- 
ing, ftopped, in order to liften. She was talk- 
ing to the unknown lady, who, having reco- 
vered her fenfes, and underftood the whole of 
her misfortune, wept, in the utmoft bitter- 
nefs of defpair. — " Weep, my child ffaid 
** the old beldam to her) diffolve yourfelr iri- 
** to tears, and don't fpare fighs; for that 
** will give you eafe. — ^You have had a dan- 
** gerous qualm: but now, there is nothing 
to fear, fince you ihed abundance of tears, 
— Your grief will abate by little and little, 
and you will foon accuftom yourfelf to live 
with our gentlemen who are men of ho- 
nour. — You will be treated like a princefs, 
meet with nothing but complaifance, and 
frefti proofs of affedion every day — There 
are a great many women who would be 
, ^* glad to be in your place.'* 
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I did not give Leonarda time to proceed, 
but entering clapped a piftol to her bread, and, 
with a threatening look commanded her to 
furrender the key of the grate. She was con- 
founded at my behaviour, and, though almoft 
at the end of her career, fo much attached to 
life, that fhe durft not refufe my demand. 
Having got the key in my pofleffion, I ad- 
dreffed myfelf to the afBifted lady, faying, 
*' Madam, heaven has fent you a deliverer ; 
^* rife and follow me, and I will conduft you 
'* whitherfoever you fhall pleafe to direft/* 
The lady did not remain deaf to my words, 
which made fuch an impreffion upon her, 
that fummoning up all the ftrength fhe had 
left, fhe got up and throwing herfelf at nry 
feet, conjured me to preferve her honour. I 
raifed her and affured her, that (he might rely 
upon me; then taking fome cords, which I 

rrceived in the kitchen, with her affiftance, 
tied Leonardo to the feet of a large table, 
fwearing that if fhe opened her mouth, I 
would kill her on the fpot. I afterwards light- 
ed a flambeau, and going with the ftranger 
into the room where the gold and filver was 
depofited filled my pockets with pifloles and 
double pifloles; and to induce the lady to 
follow my example, affured her, that fhe on- 
ly took back her own. When we had made a 
good provifion of this kind, we went towards 
the flable, which I entered alone with my piftols 
cocked, firmly believing that the old negro, 
in fpitc of his gout and rheumatifm, wouldl 

not- 
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not fuffcr me to faddle and bridle my horfc 
in quiet; and fully refolvcd to cure him of 
all his diftempcrs, if he fliould take it in his 
head to be troublefbme : but, by good luck 
he was fb overwhelmed with the pains he had 
undergone, and thofc he flill fufFered, that I 
brought my horfe out of the liable, evca 
without his feeming to perceive it; and the 
lady waiting for me at the door, we threaded 
wita all di^atch the paffage that led out of 
the cavern, arrived at the grate, which we 
opened,, and at laft came to the trap-door^ 
which we lifted up with great difficulty, or 
rather the defire of efcaping lent us new 
fijength, without which we fhould not have. 
beeir able tofucceed. 

Day beg^n to appearjuff as we found our^ 
ftlves delivered from the jaws of this abyfs;^ 
and as we fervently defired to be at a greater 
diftance from it, I threw myfelf into thefaddle^ 
the lady mounted behind me, and following. 
the fipft path that prefeoted itielf, at a round 
gallop, got out ot the foreft in a fhort time,, 
and entered a plainy divided by feveral roads,» 
one of which we took at random.. I was 
mortally afraid that it would condud: us to' 
Manlilla, where we nrright meet with Rolando* 
and his confederates; but haj^ily my fear was 
vain. We arrived at the town of Aftorga, 
at two o'clock in the afternoon, where people 
gazed at us with extreme attention, as if it 
had been an extraordinary thing to fee a wo- 
nuuvoa horfeback, fitting behind a man. Wc 
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alighted at the firft inn we came to, where the 
Hm thing I did, was to order a partridge attd 
"a young rabbit to the fire; and while this' W& 
doing> I condufted the lady into a chamber, 
where we began to converfe with one another; 
for we had rode fo faft, that we had no dif- 
courfe upon the road. She fhowed how fen- 
fible flie was of the fervice I had done to her, 
and obferved, that after I had performed fuch 
a generous aftion, fhe could not perfuade her- 
felf that I was a companion of the thieves, 
from whom 1 had refcued her. I told her 
my ftory, in order to confirm the good opi- 
nion flie had conceived of me; and, by that 
means, engaged her to honour me with her 
confidence, and inform me of her misfortunes^ 
which Ihe recounted, as i fhall relate in the 
following chapter. 

CHAP. XL 

. TT^e biftory 9f Donna Mmcia of Mojquera. 

I Was born at Valladolid, and my name is 
Donna Mencia of Mofquera. Don Mar- 
tin my father, after having fpent almoft his 
whole patrimony in the fervice of bis king> 
was killed in Portugal, at the head of his 
own regiment, and left mefo moderately pro- 
vided, that though I was an only child, I was 
far from being a good match. I did not want, 
admrre^s, however> in fpite of the lownels of 
my fortune : a good many of the nvoQ^ cpii-f; 
iiderable cavaliers ki Spain made their ad- 

drefies 
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drefles to me ; but he who attracted my at- 
.tenrion moft, was Don Alvaro de Mello : he 
was indeed more handfome than any of his 
rivals i but more fubftantial qualifications de- 
termined me in his favour; he was endued 
with prudence, probity, and valour, and 
withal the moft gallant. man in the world: 
when he gave entertainments, nothing could 
be more elegant, and when he appeared at 
tournaments, every body admired his vigour 
and addrcfs: I preferred him therefore to all 
others, and married him accordingly. 

A few days after our marriage, he happened 
to meet with Don Andrea de Baefa^ who had 
been one of his rivals, in a pirivate place, 
where quarreling with each other, they came 
to blows, and Don Andrea loft his life in the 
rencounter. As he was nephew to the cor- 
regidor of VaJladolid, a violent man, and mor- 
tal enemy to the family of Mello, Don At- 
varo knew he could not leave, the city too 
foon :^ he returned home in a hurry, and while 
they faddled his horfe, told me what had hap»- 

pened. " My- dear Mencia (faidhe) we 

muft part! you know the corregidor : don't 
let us tfhen flatter ourfeivesy f6r'he will pro- 
J* fecut^ me v^ith the utmpft rancour; and 
*^ as yoi ar^' -not ignorant of- his:* credit, yoa 
^' know I cannot be fafe-in this >kingdam/* 
He was fo much penetrated with his own for- 
rbw, and with that which h^ faw take pof* 
feflion of my breaft, that he ccftild f^y no 
tnorci aad when I b^ pi^ailed t^n him 
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to furnifh himfelf with fome money and jewcfo, 
he clafped me in his arm^^ and, during; a^ 
whole quarter of an hour, we did nothing but 
mingle our fig^s and tears. At laft, being 
told the horfe was ready, he tore himfclf from- 
me; he departed and left me in a condition 
not to be dcfcribed. Happy} had the excels 
of my affliftion, at that time, put an end to 
my life! what troubles and farrows would my 
death have prevented ! Some hours after Don 
Alvaro was gone, the corregidor being in*- 
formed of his flight, ordered him to be puc- 
fued,^ and fpared nothing to have him in his 
power: but my hufband always baffled his 
purfuit, and kept himfelf fecure, in fuch a 
manner that the judge found himfelf obliged 
to limit his revenge to the fole fotisfaftion of 
ruining the fortune of a man, whofe blocd 
he wanted to fliedj his efforts were not uiv- 
luccefsful„ all the effcdks of Doa Alvara be^ 
ing coniifcated. 

Left in the mod ^i^ing fituation,. andhav- 
ingfcarce wherewithal tafubfift^ 1 began to live 
a very fblitary life,, all mv attendants being re- 
duced fo one maid i I ipem the day in be« 
moaning,, not an indigence,., whkh I could 
have borne with patience; but the abfence of 
my dear huA^and, whofe condition I was ut^- 
terly ignorant of,, al^ough he bad promifed/ 
m his laiil melancholy a^eu,. that he would 
take care to infomei me of his lot,, intowha^* 
ev^ part of the world his cruel fate (hould 
conduct him. Nc^ctheleis,, jfevcn long yearf 

elapfed,. 



il 

. G I L B L A S, i6 

tlapfcdi without my hearing the leaft account 
of him; and this uncertainty of his deftiijy 
plunged me into an abyfs of forrow! At laft 
J was told, that, in fighting for the king of 
Portugal in Fez, he had loft his life in battle : 
a man lately returned from Afric confirmed 
this report, aflbring me, that he was perfeft- 
ly well acquainted with Don Alvaro de Mello, 
had ferved with him in the Portuguefe army, 
and even feen him fall in the adtion : to this 
he added many other circumftances> which 
perfuaded me that my hufband was no more. 
At that time, Don Ambrofio Mefia Car- 
rillo. Marquis of Guardia, came to Vallado- 
lid: he was one of thofe old lords, who, by 
the politenefs and gallantry of their manners, 
make people forget their age, and continue 
ftill agreeable to the ladies : one day hearing, 
by accident, the ftory of Don Alvaro i and 
being defirous of feeing me, on account of 
the pidlure which had been drawn of me: 
for tne fatisfa£tion of his curiofity, he en- 
gaged one of my relations, who carried me 
to her houfe. Seeing me there, I had the 
fortune to pleafe him, in fpite of the remark- • 
able impreflion which grief had, made on my 
countenance: but why do I fay, in ipite of it? 
jperhaps he was touched alone by my fad and 
languifhing air, which prepoffeffed him'in fa- 
vour of my fidelity: his love in all proba- 
bility was the effcfl: of my melancholy; for 
he told me more than once, that he looked 
upoQ me as a miracle of conftancy ; and that, 

lot 
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for this reafon, he even envied the fate of my 
hufband, how deplorable foever it was in other 
refpefts: in a word, he was ftruck at fight of 
me, and had no occafion to fee me a fecond 
time, in order to take the refolution of mak- 
ing me his wife. 

He chofe the interceffionof my kinfwoman, 
towards the obtaining of my confent: Ihe 
came to my lodgings accordingly, and repre- 
fented tome, that my hufband having ended 
his days in the kingdom of Fez, as we had 
been informed, it was not reafonable that I 
fliould bury my charms any longer; that I 
had fufficiently bewailed the fate of a man, 
with whom I had been united but a few mo- 
ments; and that I ought to profit by the oc- 
cafion that now presented itfelf; by which 
means I fliould be the happieft woman in the 
world. Then flie extolled the great family 
of the old Marquis, his vaft eftate, and un- 
blemiflied character r but her eloquence in 
difplaying the' advantages he pofleffed was in 
vain; it was not in her power to perfuadc mcj 
not that I doubted the death of Don Alvaro, 
or was reftrained by the fear of feeing Kim 
again, when I fliould leafl: expeft him;' the 
little inclination, or rather the rehiftance, I 
felt for a fecond marriage, after having fu£- 
fered fo many misfortunes by my firfl:, was 
the only obftacle my relation had to remove. 
She did not defpair for all that; on the con- 
trary, it redoubled her zeal for Don An> 
broGo; flie engaged my whole fam^ in^tfcc 

interefts 
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intercfts of that lord; my relations prefled me to 
accept of fuch ^n advan tageousmatch ; I was eve- 
ry moment beficged, importuned, and torment- 
ed; and my mifery which daily increafed, con- 
tributed not a little to overcome my refiftance. 

Being unable, therefore, to hold out any 
longer, I yielded to their preffing inftances, 
and married the Marquis of Guardia, who, 
the day rfter our nuptials, carried me to a 
very fine caftle which he had, fituated near 
Burgos, between Grajal and Rodillas. He 
conceived the moft violent paflion for me, and 
I obferved, in the whole of his behaviour, 
the utmoft defire of pleafing fne. His only 
lludy was to anticipate my wilhes: no huf- 
band had ever fuch a tender regard for his 
wife; and no lover ever fhowed more com- 
plaifance to his miftrefs. I fliould have been 
paflionately fond of Don Ambrofio, notwith- 
ftanding the difproportion of our years, had 
I been capable of loving any one after Don 
Alvaro; but a conftant heart can never change. 
The endeavours of my fecond hufband to 
pleafe me were rendered inefFeftual by the re- 
membrance of my firft; fo that I could only 
requite his tendernefs with pure fentiments of 
gratitude. 

I was in this difpofition, when, one day, 
taking the air at the window of my apartment, 
I perceived, in the garden, a kind of peafant, 
who earneftly looked at me : thinking he was 
flie gardener's fervant, I took no notice of 
Km; but rieit day' bekig agaia at the wirv- 

5 ^Qw^ 
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dow^ I faw him in the fame place, and he 
Teemed to view me with uncommon attention^ 
ftruck with this circumftrance, I looked at him^ 
in my turn, and after having fome time coa- 
fidered him, thought I recolledted the features^ 
of the unfortunate Don Alvaro ! This appa- 
rition raifed an inconceivable tumult withia 
me! I fhrieked aloud; but, luckily, there 
was nobody prefent, except Inez, who, of aU 
my fervants, enjoyed the greajtcft fhare of my 
confidence. When I imparted to her the fuf^ 
picion that alarmed me, fhe laughed at my 
apprehenfion, believing that my eyes were im- 
pofed upon by fome flight refemblance.-— 
*' Recolledt yourfelf, madam (faid Ihe) and 
•* don't imagine you have fecn your former 
" hufband: what likelihood is there, that he 
^' fhould be here in the drefs of a peafant? 
*^ or, indeed, what probability is there of his 
*' being alive ! I will go down into the gar- 
*' den (added flic) and talk'tiTthh country- 
" man, and when I have learned who he is, 
" come back and let you know." Inez ac- 
cordingly went into the garden,, and foon af- 
ter returned to my apartment in great emotion,^ 
faying, ** Madam, your fufpicion is but too 
** juft! it is Don Alvaro himfelf whom you 
" havefeen! He has difcovered himfelf, and 
" demands afecret interview." 

As I had, at that very time, an opportunity- 
of receiving Don Alvaro, the Marquis being, 
at Burgos, I ordered my maid to bring him 
into my clofet by a private fiair^afe* Yoa 

may 
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may well think that I was in a terrible agita- 
tion and altogether unable to fupport the pr^- 
(tncc of a man who had a right to load nne 
with reproaches. As foon as he appeared, I 
fainted away. Inez and he flew to my affift- 
ance, and when they had brought me out of 
my fwoon, Don Alvaro faid, " Madam, for 
" heaven's fake compofe yourfelf; let not my 
prefence be a punifhment to you^ I have 
no intention to give you the leaft pain; I 
come not as a furious hu/band, to call yon 
to an account of your plighted troth, and 
upbraid you with the fecond engagement 
you have iontradted: I know very well, 
that It was the work of your relations; I 
am acquainted with all the perfecutions you 
^^ have fuffered on that fcore: beCdes, the 
" report of my death was Ipread all over 
" Valladolid; and you had the more reafon 
** to believe it true, as no letter from me 
** affured you of the contrary: in (horr, I 
know in what manner you have lived fincc 
our cruel feparation, and that neceflity, ra- 
^* ther than love, has thrown you into the 
arms of — /' — "Ah, fir! (cried I, interrupt- . 
ing him) why will you excufe your un- 
happy wife! fhe is criminal fince you live! 
Why am I not ftill in that miferable fitua- 
tion in which I lived, before I gave my 
" hand to Don Ambrofio ! Fatal nuptials ! I 
" fhould then, at leaft, have had the confo- 
" lation, in my mifery, to fee you again with- 
«* out a blulh." 



CC 
CC 



CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 









cc 

€C 
€€ 
C< 
€( 
C€ 



B6 The ADVENTURES of 

" My dear Mcncia! (replied Don Alvaro, 
'* with a look that teftified how much he was 
affefted by my tears) I do not complain ; 
and far from reproaching you with the fplcn- 
*' did condition in which I find you, by all 
" my hopes I thank heaven for it: fincethe 
*' melancholy day of my departure from Val- 
ladolid fate has been always adverfe, and 
my life but a chain of misfortunes; and, 
to crown my mifery, it never was in my 
power to let you hear from me! Too con- 
fident of your love, 1 inceflfantly reprefent- 
ed to myfelf the condition to which my 
** fatal tendernefs had reduced you. My ima- 
^^ ginationpaintedDonna Mencia in her tears I 
*' you was the greateft of all my misfortunes, 
'* and fometinaes I muft confefs, I have look- 
'* ed upon myfelf as a criminal, in having had 
the good fortune to pleafe you : I have 
wifhed that your afFeftions had inclined to- 
'^ wards fome one of my rivals, fince the pre- 
" ference you gave to me had coft you fo 
-" dear. Neverthelefs, after feven years of 
" fuffering more in love than ever, I was re- 
" folved to fee you. I. could not refill this 
" defire, which at the end of a long flavery, 
" having an opportunity to fatisfy, I went, 
" in this difguife, to Valladolid, at the ha- 
" zard of my life ; there being informed of 
'* every thing, I came hither, and found 
*' means to introduce myfelf into the family 
*'. of the gardener, who has hired me to work 
>f^ under him. You fee in what manner. I have 
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" conduftcd myfelf to obtain this private in- 
" tcrvicw; but do not imagine that my de- 
(ign is to difturb the felicity you enjoy, by 
remaining in this place. No ! I love you 
more than myfelf; I have the utmofl re- 
gard for your repofe; and now that I have 
had the melancholy fatisfaftion of. conver- 
fing with you, will go and finifh, at a di- 
** fiance, that miferable life, which I facrifice 
** to your quiet." 

*^ No, Don Alvaro! no! (cried I, at thefc 

" words) I will not fuffer you to leave me a 

*' fecond time! I will go along with you, 

*^ and death alone fhall divide us !** — " Take 

my advice (faid he) and live with Don 

Ambrofio; do not afTociate yourfelf with 

" my misfortunes, but leave me alone to fup- 

" port the weight of them." He faid other 

things to the fame purpofej but the more hje 

fcemed willing to facrifice himfelf to my hap- 

pinefs, I felt myfelf the lefs difpofed to con- 

fent to it; and when he faw me firmly re- 

folved to follow him, he changed his tone all 

of a fudden, and afluming a more ferene air, 

faid, " Madam, fince you have ftill fo much 

love for Don Alvaro, as to prefer his mi- 

feryno the profperity you now enjoy, let 

us go and live at Betancos, at the farther 

** end of the kingdom of Gallicia, where I 

** have a fecret retreat. Although my mis- 

" fortunes have ruined my cftate, they have 

" not yet deprived mc of friends.: I have 

" ftill foipe faithful ones remaining,, who have 
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*^ put mc in a condition to carry you ofF: by 
" their afliftance I have provided a coach at 
*' ' Zamora, bought mules and horfts, and am 
*' accompanied by three refolute Gallicians^ 
*' armed with carabines and piftols, who now 
^* wait for my orders at the village of Ro^ 
" dillas. Let us therefore (added he) take 
" the advantage of Don Ambrojio's abfence : 
** I will order the coach to come to the caftle- 
" gate, and we will fet out inftantly/* I 
confented : Don Alvaro flew to Rodillas, and 
returned in a fhort time, with his three at- 
tendants, to carry me off from the midft of 
my women, who not knowing what to think 
of this event, ran all away in the utmoft 
confternation : Inez alone was privy to it, but 
refufed to attach her fortune to mine, becaufe 
ihe was in love with the valet de chambre of 
Don Ambrofio. 

I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, car- 
rying nothing with me but my own clothes, 
and feme jewels I had before my fecond mar- 
riage; for I would take nothing that the Mar- 
quis had given me, on that occafion. We 
took the road to Gallicia, without knowing if 
we fliould be fo happy as to reach it, having 
reafon to fear that Don Ambrofio, at his re- 
turn, would purfue us with a great number 
of people and overtake us. Neverthelefs, wc 
continued our journey two days, without fee- 
ing one horfeman behind lis; and, in hopes 
that the third would pafs in the fame manner, 
were convcrfing with each other in great tran- 
quillity i 
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quillity; Don Alvaro had juft recounted the 
melancholy adventure which had given rife 
to the report of his death; and how, after 
having been a flavc five years, he had reco- 
vered his liberty j when yefterday, on the road 
to Leon, we met thofe thieves, with whom 
you was in company. He is the perfon whom 
they murthered, with all his attendants^ and 
for whom thefe my tears are ihed. 

CHAP. XII. 

Of the dif agreeable manner m which Gil Bias and 

the lady were interrupted. 

DONNA Mencia having ended her relation, 
flied a torrent of tears while I, letting 
her give free vent, to her fighs, wept alfoj fo 
natural is it to intereft one's felf for the un- 
fortunate, efpecially for a fine lady in diftrefs. 
I was going to afk what (he intended to do in 
the prefent conjundturci and perhaps flie was 
about to confult me on the fame fubjeft; when 
our converlation was interrupted by a great 
noife in the inn, which, in fpite of us, at- 
traded our attention. This noife was occa- 
fioned by the arrival of the corregidor, follow-, 
ed by two alguazils* and a guard, who, with- 
out any ceremony, entered the room where we 
were. A gentleman who accompanied them 
approached me firft, and examining my drefs 

* Alguazils are attendants of juftice, whafe office . refembles that 
^ our bailifts. 

had 
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hid^nx) occafion to hefitate long, but cried, 
^< By St. j6go! this fs my individual doublet, 
•^* as eafy to be known iagain as myhorfc: 
*^ yau^may apprehend this gallant on my te- 
>* ftimony; he is one of the thieves who have 
»"^n unknown retreat fomew:here in this 
" country." 

. At this difcourfe, by which I underftood 
he was the gentleman who had been robbed, 
and whofe fpoils I was unluckily in pofleffion 
of, I was furprized, confounded, and difmay- 
ed! the corregidor, whofe office obliged him 
to put a bad conftruftion on my diforder, ra- 
ther than interpret it favourably, concluded 
that 1 was not accufed without reafon, and 
prefuming that the lady might be an accom- 
plice, ordered us to be imprifoned feparately^ 
This judge, far from being one of thofe who 
aflume a Hern countenance, was all foftnefs 
and fmiles J but God knows if he was a bit the 
better for that 5 for I was no fooner commit- 
ted, than he came into the jail with his two 
terriers, I mean the alguazils 5 who (not for- 
getting their laudable cuftom) began to rum- 
mage rrie in a moment. What a glorious 
'windfall was this for thofe honeft gentlemen! 
I do 'not believe that ever they got fuch 
a booty before: at every handful of piftoles 
they pulled out, I faw therr eyes fparkle 
with joy J the corregidor, in particular, was 
tranfported! " Child (faid he, with a voice 
" full of meeknefs) we muft do our duty, 
" but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 

" thou 
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" thoU (halt fuftain no harm." In the mean 
time, with all their gentlenefs, they emptied 
my pockets, and even robbed me of that 
which the thieves had refpefted, I mean my 
oincle's forty ducats: their greedy and in- 
defatigable hands fearched me from head to 
foot i they turned me about on all fides, and 
even ftripped me to fee if I had any money be- 
tween my fhirt and my fkin. When they had 
dextroufly acquitted themfelves in this man- 
ner, I was interrogated by the corregidor, to 
whom I ingenuoufly recounted every thing 
that had happened to me. He ordered my 
depofition to be taken in writing, and then 
went away with his attendants and my coin, 
leaving me entirely naked among ftraw. 

«^ Olife! (cried I, when I found myfelf 
alone in this condition) how full of capricious 
accidents and difappointments art thou ! Since 
I left Oviedo, I have met with nothing but 
misfortunes ! Scarce had I got out of one dan- 
ger, when I fell into another ! and when I 
came into this town, I was far from thinking 
that I fhould fo foon become acquainted with 
the corregidor." While I made thefe vain re- 
fleftionS;i I put on again the curfed doublet 
and the reft of the drefs which my evil genius 
had lent me 5 tfien ex:hofting myfeif to take 
courage, " Come, Gil Bias (faid I to my- 
felf) fliow thy fortitude : it fhall ill become 
thee to defpair in an ordinary prifon, after 
having put thy patience to fuch a fevere tryal 
in the fubtcrranean abyfs!" But, alas ! added 
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I (in a forrowful tone) I abufe myfeif; how 
fliall I efcape from hence, when I am utterly 
deprived ot the means! In efFed, I had too 
good reafon to fay fo j for a prifoner without 
money is like a birdwhofe wings are clipped, 
Inftead of the partridge and rabbit I had 
befpoke, they brought to me a little brown 
bread and a pitcher of water, and left me to 
fret at leifure in a dungeon, where I remained 
fifteen whole days, without feeing a human 
creature, except the turnkey, who came every 
morning to renew my provifion. As often as 
I faw him I endeavoured to fpeak and enter 
into converfation with him, in order to divert 
me a little: but this venerable perfon made 
no anfwer to what I faidj I could not extra<5t 
one word from him, nay, for the moft part, 
he came in and went out, without fo much as 
deigning me a look. On the fixteenth day, 
the corregidor coming in, faid, *' Thou mayeft 
now give a loofe to joy. I bring thee 
•agreeable tidings. I have ordered the lady 
who was along with thee, to be conducted 
to Burgos. 1 examined her before her de- 
parture, and her anfwers have exculpated 
thee. Thou fhalt be enlarged this very day, 
provided that the muleteer, with whom 
(as thou fayeft) thou cameft from Penna- 
flor to Cacabelos, confirms thy depofition. 
" He is now at Aftorga, and I have fent for 
" him 5 and if he agrees with thee in the 
" adventure of the .rack, I will inftantlyfet 
" thee free.** 
^ Thefe 
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Thefe words gave me infinite joy! I looked 
upon myfelf as already acquitted; I thanked 
the. judge for hisjuft and expeditious deci- 
lion, and had not quite finifhed my compli- 
ment, when the carrier, conduced by two 
foldiers, arrived : I remembered his face im - 
mediately; but he, having without doubt fold 
my portmanteau, and all that was in it, was 
afraid of being obliged to reftore the money 
he had received for it, if he fhould own that 
he knew me; and therefore affirmed, with 
ailonilhing aflurancc, that far from know- 
ing me, he had never feen me before! " Ah 
** traitor, (cried I) rather confefs that thou 
'* has fold my goods; and bear witnefs to 
*' the truth : look at me again. I am one of 
^* the young people whom you threatened 
*' with the torture at the borough of Caca- 
** belos, and frightened very much." The 
carrier anfwered coldly, that I talked of an 
affair of which he was utterly ignorant; and 
as he maintained to the laft, that I was un- 
known to him, my enlargement was deferred 
till another time: fo that I was obliged to 
arm myfelf with patience a-new, and refolvc 
to regale myfelf ftill with my bread and wa- 
ter, and the fight of a filent turnkey. — The 
thoughts of being unable to free myfelf from 
tke claws of juftice, although I was not guil- 
ty of the leaft crime, threw me into defpair! 
I wiflied myfelf again in the cavern, " where 
*' in the main (faid I ro myfelf) I was Icfs . 
" difagreeably fituated than in thi« dungeon; 
Vol. I. E ^^ vV^^t^ 
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*' there I eat and drank in plenty, converfed 
** with the robbers, and lived in the fweet 
' " hope of making my efcapej inftead of 
*^ which, notwithftanding my innocence, I 
*' (hall perhaps think myfelf happily quit, to 
'^ get out of this place, in order to be fcnt to 
*^ the galleys." 

CHAP. XIII. 

By what accident Gil Bias was Jet at liberty at 
lajl ; and whither he directed his courje, 

• 

WHILE I paffed my days in entertain- 
ing myfclf with thefe refleftions, my 
adventures fuch as they appeared in my de- 
pofition, fpread all over the town; upon 
which many people being curious to fee me, 
came and prefentfed themfelves, one after ano- 
ther, at a fmall chink through which the light 
was conveyed into my prifon, and after hav- 
ing obferved me for fome time, went away. 
I was furprized at this novelty ; for fince the 
day of my imprifonment, I had not before 
fcen a living foul at that window, which ferv- 
cd to enlighten a court where horror reigned 
in filence. Guefling from this that I made 
fome noife in town, I did not know whether 
to interpret it a&'a good or bad omen. 

One of the firft that offered themfelves to 
my view was the little ballad finger of Mon- 
donedo, who, having been equally afraid of 
the torture, had fled as well as I.-— I knew 
him again immediately, and as he did not 

pretend 
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pretend to have forgot mc, we faluted one 
another and falling into a long converfation, 
I was obliged to repeat my adventures a-new: 
for his part he informed me of what had 
happened at the inn at Cacabelos, between 
the carrier and the new- married wife, after 
we had been driven away by a panic : in a 
word, he acquainted me with the whole of 
what I have already rehearfed on that fubjeft. 
Afterwards taking leave of me for the pre- 
fent, he promifcd without lofs of time, to 
labour for my deliverance; and every body 
who came (as he did) through curiofity feemcd ' 
affefted with my misfortune, and even afliired 
me, that they would join the little ballad* 
finger, and do all that lay in their power to 
procure my enlargement. 

They kept their promife efFeftually, and 
fpoke in my behalf to the Corregidor, who no 
longcrdoubting my innocence, efpecially when 
the ballad-finger had told him what he knew 
of the matter, at the end of three weeks came 
into the prifon, and faid, *' Gil Bias, I don't 
*^ choofe to protra6t things: go, thou art 
'^ free, and mayeft quit the prifon when thou 
'* >wilt. But tell me (purfued he) if thou 
** fliouldft be brought to the wood in which 
** the fubterranean retreat is, couldft thou not 
"find it out?" -"No, Sir (I replied for 
" as I went in at night, and came out before 
day, it would be impoffible for me to fix 
upon the fpot." Upon this the judge with- 
drew, telling me> that he was going to order 
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the turnkey to fct the prifon doors open for 
me. — In effeft, the gaoler came into my dun- 
geon a moment after, with one of his men 
carrying a bundle of clothes 5 and ftripping 
me (with a grave and filent air) of my doub- 
let and breeches, which were made of fine 
clothj and almoft new, they put me on a 
Ihabby footman's frock, and puflied me out 
by the Ihoulders. . 

The joy that prifoners commonly feel in re- 
covering their liberty was moderated by my 
confufion in feeing myfelf fo poorly equipped ; 
and I was tempted to leave the town inftant- 
ly, that I might withdraw myfelf from the 
eyes of the people, whofe looks I could fcarce 
jcndure : but my gratitude got the better of 
my (hame : I went to thank the ballad-finger, 
to whom I was fo much obliged i and he 
could not help laughing when he faw me. — 
«' What a ftrange figure you are! (faid he) 
*' Juftice I fee has been done you in all her 
'^ forms." — " I do not complain of juftice 
*^ (i replied) fhe is moft equitable : 1 wifh 
only that all her officers were honeft men. 
They ought at leaft to have ipared my 
^^ clothes, which I think I paid for pretty 
" handfomely." — " I think fo too (faid he) 
" but they will tell you, thefe are formalities 
" which muft be obferved. What do you 
^* think (for example) that your horfe has 
^ ' been reftored to the right owner ? Not at 
'^ all; I aflure you he is now aftually in the 
^* ftablc of che town-clerk, where he has been 
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^* depofited as a proof of the robbery; and 
** I don't believe the poor gentlennan will ever 
*' retrieve fo much as the crupper. — But let 
us Ihift our difcourfe (continued he) what 
is your defign ; What fcheme do you intend 
to profecute at prefcnt?" — " I want to 
go to Burgos (faid 1) in order to find out 
the lady I delivered, who will give me a 
few piftoles, with which I will purchafe 
a new caffock, and repair to Salamanca, 
*' where I will endeavour to make my Latin 
" turn to fome advantage. All I am Con- 
'* cerned at is, that I am at fome diftance 
^* from Burgos, and ftiall want fubfiftence on 
** the road." — " I underftand you (he repli- 
'* ed) here is my purfe: — 'tis, indeed, a 
" little tow ; but a ballad-finger, you know, 
^* is not a biftiop," At the fame time he 
flipped it into my hand fo chearfuUy, that I 
could not for my foul refufe the offer, fuch as 
it was. I thanked him as much as if he had 
given me all the gold in Peru, and made a 
thoufand profefljons of fervice, which I never 
had an opportunity to perform. Then, bid- 
ding him farewell, I left the town, without 
having vifited thofe other perfons who had 
contributed to my enlargement; contenting 
myfelf with befliowing upon them in my own 
thoughts a thoufand benediftions. 

The little ballad-finger was in the right to 

Tpeak modefl:ly of his purfe, in which I found 

very little money: but happily for me, I 

had been ufed two months to a very frugal 
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diet; and I had ftill fome rials left, when 7 
arrived at the borough of Ponte de Mula, 
which is but a little way from Burgos. Here 
I halted to enquire ahput Donna Mencia, and 
going into an inn, the miftrefs of which was 
^ little, lean, fierce, infolent creature, I per- 
ceived at once, by the difdainful look fhe 
darted at me, that my frocL was not at all to 
her liking; a difguft which I forgave with all 
my heart, — 1 fat down at table, where! eat 
fome bread and cheefe, and fwallowed a 
few draughts of execrable wine, which they 
brought for me; and during this repaft^^ 
which was very well fuited to my drefs, I 
wanted to enter into converfation with my 
landlady. — I ^begged her to tell me if flie 
knew the Marquis of Guardia; if his caftlc 
was far from the borough ; and, in particular, 
if fhe had heard what was become of the mar- 
chionefs his lady? ^^ You alk a great many 
*^ queftrons,'* (replied (he, with a fcornful 
look). She told me however (though with a very 
bad grace) that the caftle of Don Ambrofio 
•was but a fhort league from Ponte de Mula. 

When I had done eating and drinking (it 
being by this time pretty late) 1 exprelTed a 
defire of going to reft, and bad them fhew me 
into a bed-chamber. " A bed chamber for 
you! (faid the landlady, darting at me a 
look full of haughtinefs and contempt) I 
have no bed-chambers for people who fup 
on a morfel of cheefe. — AH my beds are 
** befpoke;— 1 expeft gentlemen of impor- 
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" tance to lodge here to night j fo that all I 
*^ can do for you is to quarter you in the 
barn; and it won't (I fuppofe) be the firft 
tinne you have flept upon ftraw." She did 
not know how true fhe fpokej but I made no 
reply, and very wifely condefcended to fneak 
into the draw, where in a very fhort time I 
flept like one who had fuffered much, fatigue- 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of his reception at Burgos by Donna Mencia. 

I Did notliea-bedlikeafluggard nextmorn- 
ing, but went to reckon with my landlady, 
•who feemed lefs proud and fnappilh than 
flie had been the night before ; a change that 
I afcribed to the prefence of three honeft fol- 
diers belonging to the holy brotherhood, who 
coaverfed with her in a very familiar manner. 
— They had lodged all night at the inn, and it 
was, doubtlefs, for thefe gentlemen of impor- 
tance, that all the beds had been befpoke. 

Enquiring in the borough the way to the 
caftle whither I wanted to go, I addreffed my- 
felf by accident to a man of the charadter of 
my landlord at Pennaflor: not contented with 
anfwering the queftion I afked, he let me know 
that Don Ambrofio was dead three weeks ago, 
and that the marchionefs his lady had retired 
into a convent at Burgos, which he named.— 
I repaired immediately to that city, inftead of 
following the road to the caftle, as I formerly 
intended, and flying direftly to the convent 
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where Ihe was, begged the favour of the por- 
trefs to tell her that a young man, juft releaf- 
ed from the gaol of Aftorga, defired to fpeak 
with her. The nun went immediately to do 
what 1 defired, and returning, introduced me 
into a parlour, where I had not been long 
when I faw tlie widow of Don Ambrofio appear 
at the grate in deep mourning. 

" You are welcome (faid the lady to me) ; 
" four days ago I wrote to a perfon at Aftor- 
** ga, defiring him to go to you from me, 
*^ and tell you that I ihould be glad to fee 
*' you, as foon as you fliould be releafed; and 
^' I did not doubt of your being enlarged in 
a very little time, what I faid to the cor- 
regidor in your behalf having been fufficient 
for that purpofe. — In anfwer to this he 
wrote, that you had recovered your liberty,' 
but nobody knew whither you was gone; 
fo that I was afraid I fhould never fee you 
again, and confequently be deprived of the 
pleafure of manifefting my gratitude.— 
*' Don't be afhamed (added (lie, obferving 
my confufion on account of appearing 
before her in fuch a miferable drefs) let not 
your prefent condition give you the leaft 
•"^ uneafinefs. After the important ferviceyou 
** have done me, I fhould be the moft un- 
*' grateful of all women, if I ncglefted to do 
*^ fomcthing for you: I intend to extricate 
*' you out of the wretched fituation in which 
^' you are: it is my duty and I am able to 
*'* perform it — the confiderable wealth I am 

" now 
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" now miftrefs of, impowering mc to acquit 
*' myfelf towards you, without incommoding 
« myfelf. 

*' You know (continued Ihe) my adven- 
*' tures to the day on which we were both 
" imprifoned; and I will tell you what has 
" happened to me fince. — When the corregi- 
^* dor of Aftorga had ordered me to be con- 
** dufted to Burgos, after having heard from 
^^ my mouth a faithful relation of my ftory, 
*^ I repairedto Don Ambrofio's caftle, where 
** my return occafioned extreme furprize, tho* 
^^ I was told it was too latc; for the marquis, 
^* thunder-ftruck at the news of my flight, 
^* had fallen ill, and the phyficians defpaired 
" of his life. This was frefh caufe for me 
*^ to complain of the rigour of my fate: ne- 
" verthelefs, having advertifed him ofmy ar- 
«* riv^al, I entered his chamber, and running 
" to his bed-fide, threw myfelf on my knees 
" my face bathed in tears, and my heart op- 
prefled with the moft afflifting grief! — What 
brings you hither (faid he, when he per- 
** ceived me) Are you come to contemplate 
your own work? Was it not fufficient for 
you to deprive me of life, but you muft 
" alfo have the fatisfaftion of being an eye- 
" witnefs of my death? — " No, my lord^ 
** (I replied) Inez muft have told you, that 
" 1 fled with my hufband; and had it not 
" been for the difmal accident which has 
" robbed me of him you never fliould h^ye 
" fcen.me again ! At the fame time 1 let him 

E 5 ** Vtvcf« 



cc 



cc 



(C 
C( 
€€ 
€€ 
CC 



82 The ADVENTURES of 

M know that Don Alvaro had been mttndef"- 
" ed by robbers, who afterwards carried, nre 
" into their fubterranean retreat; ahdj. in 
" ftiort, informed him of all that had' .ftlp- 
" pened : — When I had done {peaking, Don 
" Ambrofio ftretched out his hand to tme, 
faying, with the utmoft tendernefs— ;-! am 
fatisfied — I ceafeto complain^^why fhould 
I reproach you ! having found again a huf- 
band whom you dearly loved, you aban- 
doned me to follow his fortune: ought I 
to blame you for fuch aconduft? No, ma- 
" dam, I fhould have been in the wrong to 
** murmur at it, therefore would not fuffer 
you to be purfu^d: I revered the facred 
rights of your raviiher, and evea your in- 
clination towards him, — In fine, 1 do you 
juftice; and, by your return, you have re- 
trieved all my tendernefs! Yes> my dear, 
Mencia, your prefence overwhelms me with 
joy! but, alas! it will nofrlaftlong. I feel 
*' my laft hour approaching! IScarce ajre you 
^' reftored to my arms, when I muft bid you 
" an eternal adieu i" At thefe afFecSingwords,^ 
my tears redoubled ! I felt and expreiSed an 
immoderate affliftion I I queftion if the death 
of Don Alvaro, whom I adored, had coft me 
more fighsl Don Ambrofia's prefage of his 
own death was but too trueT he expired next 
day; and 1 remained miftrefs of a confider- 
able eftate which he had fettled upon itie, :at 
our marriage. I intend to make no bad uie 
of it. The world Ihall not fee me (though I 
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am ftill young) throw myfelf into the arnis 
of a third huJband: for befides, that I think 
. fuch a condu£t would be inconfiftcnt with the 
virtue and delicacy of my fex, I own I have 
no longer any relifh for the world; but de- ' 
fign to ei)d;my days in this convent, and be- 
.come a benrfacStrefs to it. 

Siich was the difcourfc of Donna Mencia,, 
who taking out a purfe from under her robe,, 
put it, in my hand,. faying, " Here are an hun- 
dred ducats,, whicji J give you only to buy 
clothes:, comt and iee me again, after you 
have equipped yoiirfelO for I do not in- 
tend to confine my gratitude within fuch. 
" narrow bounds/' I gave the lady a thou- 
£and thanks; and fwore* I would not part 
from Burgos, v/ithout taking leave of her: 
after this oath, which I had no intentioii to. 
break, I went in queft of, an inn, and going 
into the firft I perceived, demanded a room, 
telling the landlord (to prevent the bad opini- 
on he might conceive or me, from the fhabby 
frock) that notwithftanding my appearance,. 
I was ~in a condition to pay handfomely for 
niy lodging. At thefe words, the inn-keeper, 
whofe naine was. Majuelo, naturally a greaf 
wag, furveyiqg me from top to bottom, an-^ 
fwered dryly, witji a farcaftic fneer, there was. 
no occafion for fuch an aflurance, to perfuade 
him that I fhould fpend like a prince in his. 
houfe : for he difcovered fomething nobk in 
jne, by my drefs; and in fhort, did riot doubt 
that I was a gentleman of a very independeut 
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fortune. I could eafily perceive that the raf- 
cal rallied me, and in order to put an end to 
his witticifms, fhowed my purfe. I even 
counted my ducats on a table before him, and 
obferving that my coin altered his opinion 
very much in my favour, defired he would 
recommend me to a tailor. " You. had bet- 
ter (faid he) fend for a broker, who will 
bring along with him all kinds of apparel 
ready made, and fit you in a trice." I ap- 
proved of his advice, and refolved to follow 
it: but the day being near a clofe, deferred 
my purchafe tiH next morning, and thought 
of nothing but making a good fupper, to in- 
demnify me for the forry nieals I had made 
fince my deliverance from the cavern. 

CHAP. XV. 

Of the manner in which Gil Bias drejfed himjelf 
''-'Of the new prefent be received from the lady^ 
and the equipage in which be departed from 
Burgos. 

THEY brought for my fupper a huge fri- 
caffee of flieep-trotters, which I picked 
to the bones; and having drank in propor- 
tion betook myfelf to reft. As I had the 
convenience of a good bed, I was in hopes of 
enjoying a found fleep : but for all that could 
not clofe my eyes; my thoughts being en- 
groflcd in determining upon the drefs I was 
to choofe. " What muft I do (faid I to 
" myfelf) profcG-ute my firft defign, buy a 
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*^ caflbck, and go to Salamanca in qucft of 
** a tutor's place: But why fhould I take the 
" habit of a licentiate? Am I ambitious of 
confecrating myfelf to the church ? or have 
the leaft bias that way ? No : I feel my- 
felf (on the contrary) quite otherwife in- 
" clined: I will turn gentleman, andendea- 
'* vour to make my fortune in the world." 

Having refolved upon this, I longed for day 
with the utmoft impatience: and no fooner 
perceived the glimpfe of light, than I got up 
and made fo much noife in the inn, that I 
wakened all thofe who were afleep. I called 
the waiters who were ftill a-bed, and who 
loaded me with curfes by way of anfwer. 
They were obliged to rife, however, and I 
gave them no quarter, until one of them had 
gone for a broker, who foon appeared, fol- 
lowed by two apprentices, carrying each a 
great green bag on his flioulders. He faluted 
me with great civility, faying, " Signor Ca- 
" valier, you are very happy in having ap- 
f * plied to me, rather than to any other body, 
" I don't choofe to difparage my brethren, 
*' God forbid that I fhould prejudice their 
reputation in the leaft! but between you 
and me, there is no confcience among them. 
They are all as abandoned as Jews. I 
am the only honeft broker in town. I con- 
fine myfelf to a moderate profit: being 
fatisfied with a pound in the (hilling — I 
" mean, a fhilling in the pound. Thank 

" heaven! 
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" heaven! I deal upon the fquare with all 
*' mankind/' 

The broker, after this preamble, which I 
took for gofpel, ordered his men to untie the 
bundles, and fhowed me luits of all colours* 
Some which were of plain cloth I rejefted 
with difdain, as being too mean; but they 
made me try one which feemed to have been 
made exaftly for my fhape, and which ftruck 
my fancy although fomewhat worn. It con- 
fifted of a doublet with flalhed fleeves, a pair 
of breeches, and a cloak, the whole of blue 
velvet embroidered with gold. Fixing on thi3> 
I cheapened it, and the broker, perceiving I 
was bent upon it, obferved that 1 had an ex- 
cellent tafte. ."Odds bodkins! (cried he) 
*' one may fee you know what you are about. 
" I can tell you, that fuit was made for one 
*' of the greateft lords in the kingdom, who 
«* never had it three times on his back. Exa- 
" mine the velvet, nothing can be finer; and 
'* as for the embroidery, you muft confefs 
." the work is exquifitc."' What will you fell 
it for? (faid i) he anfwered, " Sixty ducats : 
** I am a rogue if I have not refufed the 
" money." The alternative was plain. I of- 
fered five and forty, which might be about 
double the value. " Mr. What d'ye call 'urn, 
<* (replied the broker, with an air of indif- 
«« ference) I never exaft too much. 1 am al- 
« ways at a word. Here (continued he, 
" fhowing me fome of thofe I had refufed) 
buy this. Til fell it a pennyworth." This 
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was only to excite my deftre of purchafing that 
which I had cheapened; and accordingly, 
imagining that^ he would notabateone farthing 
of his price, I counted into his hand the fixty 
ducats. When he faw me part with them fo 
cafily, I believe in fpite of his boafted honefty, 
he wiflied that he had alked a great deal more: 
pretty well latisfied, however, with having 
gained nineteen (hillings in the pound, he 
went away with his apprentices, whom I had 
not forgotten. 

Having now a very handfbme cloak, dou- 
blet, and breeches, 1 fpent the reft of the morn- 
ing in providing other neceflaries. I bought 
a hat, filk ftockings, fhoes, linen, and afword: 
after which, having dreffed, what infinite 
pleafure had 1 in beholding myfelf fo well 
equipped! My eyes (to ufe the expreflion) 
could not fufficiently glut themfelves with my 
attire! Never peacock contemplated his own 
feathers with more fatisfadtion. That very 
day I made my fecond vifit to Donna Mencia, 
who ftill received me very kindly, and thanked 
me again for the fervice I had done her. On 
that urore, many compliments pafled on both 
fides : after whichi wiihing me all happinefs, 
Ihe bade me farewell, and retired without giv- 
ing me any thing but a ring worth thirty 
piftoles, which Ihe defired me to keep in re- 
membrance of her.^ 

I looked very blank with my ring, having 
laid my account with receiving a much more 
con^erable prefeut^ and trudged back to my 
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lodgings in a brown ftudy, little fatisfied with 
the lady's generofity. But juft as I entered 
the inn, a man, who had followed me all the 
way, came in likewife, and laying afide the 
cloak in which he was muffled up, difcovered 
a great bag under his arm. At the apparition 
of this bag, which had all the air of being full 
of money, I, as well as fome other people who 
wereprefent, ftared with their eyes wide open; 
and I thought I heard the voice of an angeli 
when the man laying the bag upon the table, 
pronounced, " Signor Gil Bias, here is fomcr 
** thing that my lady marchionefs has fent you/* 
I made many profound bows to the bearer, 
whom I overwhelmed with civility: and he 
was no fooncr gone than I darted upon the 
bag, like a hawk upon his prey ; and carrying 
it to my chamber, untied it without lofs of 
time, and found in it a thoufand ducats. I 
had juft made an end of counting them, when 
my landlord who had heard what the porter 
faid, came in to fee the contents of the bag. 
Thunderftruck at the fight of my coin fpread 
upon the table — " Zounds (cried he) what a 
" vaft fumof money is here! You muft be 
" a devil amon^ the women (added he, with 
*' a fatirical fmile) for although you have not 
*' been four and twenty hours in Burgos, 
" you have a marchionefs already under con- 
*^ tribution." 

This difcourfe did not difguft me 5 I was 
tempted to leave M^uelo in his miftake, 
which already gave me a fenfible pleafure : fo 
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that I do not wonder that young fellows love 
to be thought men of intrigue. My inno- 
cence however got the better of my vanity : 
I undeceived my landlord, and recounted the 
ftofy of Donna Mencia, to which he liftened 
with great attention. I then difclofed the 
ftate of my affairs, and as he feemed to intereft 
himfelf in my behalf, begged the affiftance of 
his advice. Having mufed a while, ** Signor 
" Gil Bias .(faid he) I have a regard for you; 
" and fince you ,have confidence enough in 
me to unbofom yourfelf in this manner, 
I will, without flattery, tell you what I 
" think you are fitteft for. As you feem de- 
figned by nature for the court, I advife you 
to go thither and attach yourfelf to fome 
grandee: but be fure either to meddle in 
his concerns, or enter into his pleafures; 
" otherwife you will lofe your time. I know 
" the great. They look upon the zeal and 
" attachment of. an honed man as nothing at 
" all; and mind only fuch as are neceflary 
^^ to them. But you have another refource 
" (continued he) : you are young and hand- 
^* fome; and thefe qualifications alone with- 
^' out the lead glimpfe of underftanding, are 
^* more than fufficient to captivate arichwi- 
" dow, or fome fine lady unhappily married : 
** if love ruins gentlemen of fortune, it often 
" maintains thofe who have none. It is my 
" advice therefore, that you go to Madrid; 
" but you mufl:t)y no means appear without 
** attendants: they judge there, as in other 
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*' places by appearance i and you will be 
*' confide red only, in proportion to the figure 
you make. I will recommend a fcrvant to 
you— a faithful domeftic — a prudent, fober 
'* fellow— in one word a man of my own 
** making. Purchafe a couple of mules, one 
" for yourfelf, and another for him, and fet 
^ out as foon as pofllble." 

This advice was too much to my own tafte 
to be neglefted: I therefore, next morning, 
bought two handfome mules, and lured the 
fervant he had recommended : he was a fellow 
thirty years old, of a fimple, religious afpe<5t> 
born, as he faid, in the kingdom of Galicia; 
his name was Ambrofe de Lamela; far from 
being ^felfifh like other fervants, he made no 
words about his wages, but aflured me, he 
would be contented with what in my goodnefs 
I (hould think proper to beftow.^ Having pro* 
vided myfelf likewife with boots, and a port- 
manteau to hold my linen and cafli, I cleared 
with my landlord,, and early next morning fet 
out from Burgos on my way to Madrid.^ 

CHAP. XVI. 

Shows that we ought not to truji too much to 

pro/ferity. 

WE flept the firft night at Duennas, and 
arriving at Valladolid the day follow- 
ing about four-o'clock in the afternoon, alight- 
ed at an inn, which feemed one of the beft in 
town. I left the care of my mules to my 

lacquey, . 
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lacquey, and going up flairs into a chamber 
whither I ordered a fervant of the houfe to 
bring my portmanteau, felt myfelf a little fa- 
tigued, and without taking ofF my boots, 
threw myfelf on the bed, where I- fell afleep 
infenfibly. It being almoft night when I 
waked, I called for Ambrofe, who was gone 
out, but returned in a little time: when I afked 
where fie had been, he replied with a pious air, 
that he was jufl: come from church, where he 
had been to return thanks to heaven, for hav- 
ing preferved him from all evil accidents on 
the road from Burgos even unto Valladolid : I 
approved of his condudt, and bade him order 
a fowl to the fire for my fupper. 

At that very inftant, my landlord entered 
with a taper in his hand lighting in a lady 
who feemed more handfome than young and 
very richly drefled: fhe was fquired by an 
old ufher, and a little blackmoor carried heF 
train. I was not a little furprifed when this 
lady, after having made a low curtefey, afked 
if I was not Signor Gil Bias of Santillane, to 
which I had no fooner anfwered in the affirm- 
ative, than fhe quitted her attendant, and 
embraced me with a tranfport of joy^ that re- 
doubled my aftonifhment. " BlefTed be heaven 
(cried fhe) for this meeting! You are the 
perfon, Signor Cavalier, you are the very 
perfbn I was in qucfl of P' At this preamble 
I thought of the parafite at Pennafior^ and 
began to look upon the lady as a downright 
bites when I was induced to think, mor.e 
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favourably of her, by what followed. " I am 
(added (he) coufin-german to Donna Mencia 
of Mofquera, who has been fo much ojbliged 
to youi and received a letter from her. this 
morning, importing, that having heard you 
was going to Madrid, I would oblige her very 
much, by treating you handfomely, provided 
you (houldpafs this way: I have been running 
all over the town thefe two hours, enquiring 
from inn to inn, about all the ftrangers that 
arrived; and by the defcription your landlord 
gave me of you, I imagined you might be the 
deliverer of my coufin. Ah! now that ^ 
have found you (continued Ihe) you fhall f5sc 
how fenfible I am of the fervices you haV^ 
done my family, and in particular, to my d^^^ 
coufin! You (hall come to my houfe ii>^' 
mediately (if you pleafe) where you w:^^* 
be more conveniently lodged than here." * 
would have excufed myfelf, by rcprefenting CT^ 
the lady, that I fhould incommode her fami^3^ 
but there was no refifting her importunities • 
there was a coach waiting for us at the door'^ 
in which (he took care to fee my portmanteau^ 
fecuredi " becaufe (faid (he) there are a grea^ 
•' many rogues in Valladolid :" an obfervatiofi 
I found but too true! In (hort, I went inta 
the coach along with her and her fquire, and 
fufFered myfelf to be carried away from the inn, 
to the mortification of the landlord, who by 
thefe means found himfelf difappointed of the 
money which he cxpcdtcd I would fpend at his 
houfe* 

Our 
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Our coach having rolled fome time, flopped 
at a pretty large houfe, where we alighted, and 
went up flairs into a handfome apartment 
lighted by twenty or thirty wax-candles. We 
pafled through a good many fervants, of whom 
the lady afked if Don Raphael was come yetj 
and was anfwered in the negative^ upon 
which, addrefling herfelf to me, " Signor Gil 
*' Bias (faid ftie) I have a brother whom I 
" expedt this evening from a villa we have 
" two leagues from this: he will be very 
" agreeably furprifed to find in thishoufe, a 
" gentleman to whom our whole family is fo 
" much indebted." She had fcarce {poke 
thefe words, when We heard a noife below, 
which (we were told) was occafioned by the 
arrival of Don Raphael; and that cavalier, 
who was a young man of a good fliape and 
genteel addrefs, appeared foon after. " Bro- 
ther (faid the lady to him) I am extremely 
glad of your return ! you will aflifl me in 
doing honour to Signor Gil Bias of San- 
tillane; to whom we can never enough 
*' fliow our gratitude for what he has done in 
" behalf of our kinfwoman Donna Mencia: 
" there (added flie, giving him a letter) you 
" may read what Ihe has wrote on the fub- 
" jed." Don Raphael opening the letter, 
pronounced thefe words aloud~- 
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My dear Camilla> 

SIGNOR Gil Bias of Santillane, who 
prcfcrved my honour as well as my 
life, has fct out for court; and as he will, 
doubtlefs, pafs through Valladolid, I con- 
jure you by the blood, and ft ill more, by 
the friendfhip that unites us^ to (how hinfi 
all the refpeA in your power, and detain 
him fome time in your family. I flatter 
myfelf, that you will give me that fatis- 
fadion, and that my deliverer will receive 
all manner of civility from you and my 
coufin Don Raphael. At Burgos, your 
afFeftionate kinfwoman. 

Donna Mencia^ 



tc 
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*^ How! (cried Don Raphael) is this the 
gentleman to whom my coufin owes her 
honour and life? ah! heaven bepraifed for 
this happy rencounter!" So faying, he ap- 
proached, and clafpingme in his arms, " What 
* joy do I feci (laid he) in embracing Si- 
gnor Gil Bias of Santillane! my coufin- the 
marchionefs had no occafion to lay fuch in- 
junctions upon us : it would have been fuf- 
ficient to let us know, that you was to pafs 
through Valladolid : my fiftcr and I know 
'^ very well how to behave ourfelves towards 
^ a gentleman, who has performed fuch an 
important piece of fervice to the perfon for 
v/hom, of all our family, we have the moft 
tender regard." I anfwered, as well as I 

5 could. 
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d, to thcfe compliments, which were fol* 
d by a great many more of the fame na- 
, and interfperfed with a thoufand careflcs: 
which, perceiving that my boots were 
on, they ordered their fcrvants to pull 
1 off: and we went into another room, 
•c the cloth being laid, the gentleman, 
, and I fat down to. fupper; during which, 
faid a thoufand obliging things to me: 
I word efcaped me .which they did not re- 
as an admirable ftroke of wit; and it was 
rizing to fee how attentive they were in 
rntini^ me with all the dantieft morfels, 
Raphael drank frequently to the health 
)onna Mencia, in which I followed his 
nple; and I imagined that Camilla, who 
us juftice, fometir^es threw certain very 
ificant looks at me. I even obferved that 
:hofe proper opportunities of fo doing, as 
e had been afraid that her brother would 
eive it. This was enough to perfuade me 
le lady's being fmitten; and I flattered 
elf with the hope of profiting by that dif- 
*ry, during my fhort ftay at Valladolid. 
5 hope induced me to yield, without dif- 
Ity, to their intreaties, when they requefted 
to fpend a few days with them. They^ 
iked me fbr my complaifance, and the joy 
:h Camilla difcovered on this occafion, 
firmed me in the opinion, that I had found 
way to her heart. 

)on Raphael feeing me determined to ftay 
1 him fome time, propofed to carry me to 
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his country houfc, of which he gave mc 
xnagniBcenc defcription; and talked of th 
pleafures he would there entertain me wit 
*' Sometimes (faid he) we will take die di 
" verfion of hunting, fometimes that of fifh 
" ing ; and if you love walking, we have de — 
^' lightful woods, and gafdens in abundance ; 
belides, we fhall not want good company^ i 
and, on the whole, I hope you will not 
*^ grow melancholy among us." I accepted 
his offer, and it was determined that we (houl^ 
go to this charming place the very next dajT • 
Having projedted this agreeable fcheme, W^ 
rofe from table; and Don Raphael embracio^ 
me, in a tranfport of joy, faid, " Signor G'i* 
" Bias I will leave my fifter to entertnin yov^^ 
*^ while I go immediately to give neceffarl^ 
** orders, and advertife thofe people who ^ 
*^ intend fliall be of the party." So fayin^Tj 
he went out of the room, and I continue^ 
converling with the lady, who did not con"^ 
tradidt, by her difcourfe, the foft glances fli^ 
had thrown at me. She took hold of my 
hand, and looking at my ring faid, ^* Yot^ 
have got a pretty daimond enough, but iC 
is a very fmall one. Are you a connoifleur 
in ftones ?" When I anfwered in the nega- 
tive, " I am forry for it (faid fhe) for you 
" might have told me what this is worth.'' 
With thefe words, Ihe fhev/ed me a large ruby 
on her finger, and, while I examined it, add- 
ed, *^ An uncle of mine, who was gover- 
" nor of the Spanifh colonies in the Philip- 
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^' pine ifles, made me a prefent of this ruby, 
*^ which the jewellers here in Valladolid value 
^* at three hundred piftoles." — " I believe it 
is well worth the money (faid I) for it is 
extremely beautiful." — " Since you arc 
pleafed with it (ftie replied) I will make 
an exchange with you." And immediate- 
ly (he pulled off my ring, and put her own 
on my little finger. Having made this ex- 
cli.ange^ which I looked upon as a genteel way 
oF making a prefent, Camilla fqueezed my 
ha^nd^ and looked at me in the moft languifli- 
ing manner; then ftarting up abruptly, wifh- 
cd me good night, and withdrew in great 
confufion, as ifihe had been alhamed ot dif- 
doling her fentiments. 

Novice as I was in gallantry, I knew well 
enough how to interpret this precipitate re- 
treat in my favour, and concluded that I ftiouldc^ 
pafs my time very agreeably at their villa. 
Full of this flattering idea, and the profpe- 
rous condition of my affairs, I locked mylelf 
in the chamber where I was to lie, after hav- 
ing ordered my fervant to come and wake me 
early in the morning; but inftead of going to 
reft, I gave a loofe to thofe agreeable reflec- 
tions, which my portmanteau, that lay on the 
table, and my ruby, infpired. Thank hea- 
ven! faid I to myfelf, if I have been unfortu- 
nate, I am no longer fo. On one fide a thou- 
fand ducats 5 a ring, worth three hundred 
piftoles on the other! My finances will nor 
beexhaufl:ed in a hurry! I fee now that Ma- 
VoL. I. F YA^\c> 
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juelo did not flatter me. I Ihall inflame the 
hearts of a thoufand ladies at Madrid, fince 1 
have made fuch an eafy conqueft of Camilla;. 
The favours of that generous lady prefentec 
themfelves to my imagination, with all their 
charms; and I anticipated the diverfions thaC 
Don Raphael prepared for me at his houfe in- 
the country. In the midfl: of thefe pleafing: 
images, however, Sleep did not fail to flied his- 
poppies over me; fo that, finding myfelfdrow- 
fy, I undrefltd, and went to bed. 

Next morning, when I awaked, I perceived 
that it was already late, and was a good deal 
ifurprifcd, that my valet did not appear in 
confequence of the order I had given him 
over night. Ambrofe, faid I to myfelf, my 
faithful Anribrofe, is either at church, or very 
lazy to-day. But I foon lofl: that opinion of 
liim, and conceived one much worfe; for 
getting up, and mifling my portmanteau, I 
fufpefted him of having ftolen it in the night. 
For further information, I opened the cham- 
ber-door, and called the hypocrite feveral 
times; atlaft, an old man, hearing me, came 
and faid, " What would you pleafe to have, 
Signor? all your people departed from my 
houfe long before day." — *^ How (cried 
I) your houfe! am I not at prefent in the 
houfe of Don Raphael?" — " I don't know 
who that gentleman is (faid he) but you 
are in furniflied lodgings, and I am the 
landlord : laft night, an hour before your 
^^ arrival, the lady who fupped along with 

2 ^^ you 
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" you came hither, and hired this apartmenc 
*^ for a great lord, who, (he faid, travelled 
** incognito; and even paid me before-hand." 
I was no longer in the dark; I guefled the 
charafters of Camilla and Don Raphael, and 
concluded that my fervant, being perfeftly well 
acquainted with my affairs, had fold me to 
'thefe ftiarpers. Inftead of afcribing this un- 
lucky adventure to myfelf, and confidering 
that it would not have happened to me, had 
I not been fo indifcreet as to unbolbm myfelf 
unneceffarily to Majuelo, I imputed all to 
innocent fortune, and curfed my fate a thou- 
fand times. The owner of the houfe, to 
whom I recounted the adventure, which, per- 
haps, he knew as well as I did, feemed affeft- 
ed with my forrow, condoled me, and pro- 
teftcd that he was very much mortified to find 
that fuch a fcene had pafled in his houfe^ but 
I believe, notwithflanding all his profeflions, 
he was as much concerned in the trick as my 
landlord at Burgos, to whom, however, I 
have always attributed the honour of the in- 
vention. 

CHAP. XVIL 

How Gil Bias bejiowed himjelf after the adven-> 
iure of the ready-furnifbed lodging. 

HAVING heartUy bewailed my misfortune, 
I confidered, that inftead of giving way 
to forrow, I ought to animate myfelf aga'nft 
mifchances and fummoning all my coura^<t 
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to my afliftance, faid to myfelf while I put 
on my clothes, by way of confolation, I am 
happy in that the rogues have not alfo carried 
off my apparel, and fome ducats which I have 
ftill in my purfe : I gave them credit for this 
piece of civility, and fold my boots, which 
they had been generous enough to leave like- 
wife, to my landlord for one- third of th 
money they had coft me. Then taking my 
leave of the ready- furniflied lodging, with- 
out having occafion,' thank God ! for any body 
to carry my baggage, the firft thing I did, 
was to go and fee whether or not my mules 
were at the inn, where I alighted the preced- 
ing jiight; though I was of opinion that Am- 
brofe had not left them there; and I wilh to 
God, my opinion of him had been always as 
juft! for they told me, he had taken care te 
fetch them away that very evening: where- 
fore, laying my account with having feen the 
laft of them, as well as of my portmanteau, 
I drolled about the ftreets in a melancholy 
manner, mufing on what (hould be my next 
courfe. I was tempted to return to Burgos, 
and have recourfeto Donna Menciaoncemore; 
but when I ^-eflefted, that in fo doing I fhould 
abufe the generofity of the lady, and, at the 
fame time, be looked upon as a booby, I re- 
linquiflied that thought, fwearing I fhpuld for 
the future be upon my guard againft women; 
and I believe at that time, I fhould have 
miftrufted the chafte Sufanna. I caft my eyes 
from time to time upon my ring, and when 

1 con- 
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I confidered that it was a prefent from Ca- 
milla fighed with vexation. Alas! thought 
I, though I am no connoifleur in rubies, I 
have too good reafon to know thofe who ex- 
change them 5 and I believe it is not neceflary 
that I fhould go to a jeweller, to be perfuaded 
that I am a fooL 

I was willing, however, to be informed of 
the worth of my ring, and accordingly fhow- 
ed it to a lapidary, who valued it at three 
ducats. Though I was not furprized at this 
eftimation, I wifhed the niece of the gover- 
nor of the Philippine ifles at the devil, or ra- 
ther only repeated the wilh. As I came out 
of the jeweller's houfe, a young fellow, who 
was pafling, flopped to confider me. Not being 
able to recoUedt him at firft, although I had 
formerly been intimate with him, " How, 
*^ Gil Bias (faid he) do you pretend igno- 
*^ ranee of me, or have two years altered the 
*^ fon of barber Nunnez fo much, that you 
** do not know him? don't you remember 

Fabricius, your companion and fchool-fel- 

low, with whom you have fo often difput- 
*' ed, at the houfe of Dodtor Godinez, upon 
** predicables and nrietaphyfical degrees ?" 

I remembered him before he had done fpeak- 
ing, and we embraced one another with tran- 
fport. ." My dear friend (continued he) how 
" glad am I to meet thee! I can't express the 
" joy I feel. — But (added he, with an air of 
" furprize) what do I fee! egad! thou art 
" drefled like a prince! a fine fword, filk 

F 3 ^^ ^oc\w- 
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^* ftockings, doublet, and cloak of velvet em- 
** broidercd with filver! — Odd'fniggers! this 
fmells ftrong of intrigues! TU hold a wa- 
ger that thou Ihareft the bounty of fome 
liberal old lady." — ^^ You are miftaken 
(faid I) for my affairs are not fo flourifhingas 
you imagine." — " Pfliaw, pfhaw (replied 
*^ he) you affeft to be a clofe fellow; that 
** fine ruby on your finger, Mr. Gil Bias, 
" whence comes that, I pray you?" — *^ It 
*^ comes (faid I) from an arrant jade. Fa- 
*^ bricius, my dear Fabricius, far from being 
•^ in vogue among the women at Valladolid, 
*^ know that I am a moft ridiculous dupe." 

I pronounced thefe* laft words fo ruefully, 
that Fabricius was convinced of my having 
been impofed upon, in fome fhapeor other; 
and prefled me to tell him what were my rea- 
fons for complaining of the fair-fex. I waseafily 
prevailed upon to fatisfy his curiofity; but as 
my ftory was pretty long, and befides, we 
had no intention of parting in a hurry, we 
went into a publick houfe, chat we might con- 
verfe together more at our eafe; and there, while 
v/e breakfafted, I recounted to him all that 
had happened to me, fince my departure from 
Oviedo. He thought my adventures were 
extremely odd, and after having affurcd me, 
that he very much lympathized with me, in 
my prefent unlucky fituation, faid, ** We 
" muft confole ourfelves, my child, as well 
*' as we can, for all the misfortunes of life. 
" When a man of fpirit is unlucky, he waits 

" with 
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'^ with patience for a more favourable con- 
" junfture. One fhould never, as Cicero fays,. 
" let himfeLf be fo much dejefted as to forget 
'^ that he is a man. For my own part, I anx 
" of that very di^fition: my misfortunes 
" have not been able to overwhelm me, be- 
** caufe I am always above the caprice of fate. 
For inftance, I loved a girl of fome fafhion 
at Oviedo^ who had a tendre for me 5 I 
" afked her in marriage of her father, and 
^^ he refufed me. Another, on this occafion, 
would have died of grief: but I (admire 
the force of genius) carried off the dear 
creature: as ftie was paflionate, thought- 
" lefs, and vain, pleafure, of confequence, al- 
ways determined her to the prejudice of 
duty. I led her a dance, of fix months, 
through the kingdom of Galicia, from 
whence, as I had given her a tafte for tra- 
*^ veiling, fhe w^s defirous of going to Portu* 
gal; but, thought proper to choofe a new 
condudtor: here was another fubjeftofde- 
fpair; but, for all that, I did not fink un- 
der the weight of it, and wifer than Me- 
" nelaus, inftead of declaring war againft the 
** Paris who had ftolen my Helen, I thought 
*' myfelf very much obliged to him, for hav- 
^^ ing rid my hands of her. Afterwards, 
" being unwilling to return to the Afturias, 
** that I might avoid all expoftulation with 
*' juftice, I advanced into the kingdom ot 
^^ Leon, fpending from town to town, the 
^* rcnaaittdcr of tbe money 1 had carried off 

P 4 . " wlUv, 
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*' with my infanta; for wc had not quitted Ovi- 
** cdo with the full hand; and arrived at Pa- 
lencia with a folitary ducat^ out of which 
I w^as obliged to buy a pair of (hoes ; fo 
that the remaining part could not laft much 
longer: my fituation became very perplex- 
ing, and I was ef en reduced to a very ftrift 
" regimen: there was no time to be loft, I 
refolved to go to fervice, and hired myfclf 
to a great woollen-draper, whofe fon was 
an accompliftied rake. Here, though I 
found an afylum againft hunger, I was not 
" a little embarrafled ; for the father ordered 
*' me to be a fpy upon the fon; and the fon 
intreated me to affift him in cheating the 
father. Being obliged to determine, I pre- 
** ferred the entreaty to the command; and 
*' that preference coft me my place. 4 1 after- 
*' wards went into the fervice of an old pain- 
ter, who would have taught me, through 
friendlhip, the principles of his art; in the 
*' dcmenftration of which, however, I was 
** almoft famiflied. This gave me a difguft 
*' for painting, and a difrelifli for Palencia 
" at the fame time; and coming to Vallado- 
lid by the greateft good fortune in the 
world, I got into the family of one of the 
" direftors of the hofpital, where I now live 
perfeftly happy. Signer Manuel Ordon- 
ncz, my matter, is a man of profound 
piety, who walks with his eyes always fixed 
on the ground, and a large rofary in his 
** hand. They fay, that from his youth, hav- 
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" ing nothing in view but the funds of the 
^^ poor, he attached himfelf to them with in- 
*^ defatigable zeal; and accordingly his cares 
f^ have not been ill requited; every thing 
*« profpers with him. What a bleffing it is, 
*^ that he has made himfelf rich in managing 
** the affairs of the poor!" 

Fabricius having harangued in this man- 
ner, " I am very glad (faid I to him) to find 
*^ thee fo well Satisfied with thy condition : 
*' but, between you and me, I think you 
*' might play a more honourable part in the 
^^ world." — " You are miftaken, Gil Bias 
" (anfwered he) there is no fituation in life 
*' more agreeable to one of my humour, than 
** that which I now enjoy : the employment 
*^ of a lacquey is troublefome, I own, to a 
" filly feliow-, but to a lad of fpirit, it is full 
" of charms. A fuperior genius that goes 
«' to fervice, does not confine himfelf to the 
" menial eircumftances of his. duty, like a 
** fimpleton : he goes into a family to com- 
" mand rather than to obey; he begins by 
** ftudying his matter, he accommodates him- 
" felf to his foibles, gains his confidence, and 
" then leads him by the nofe. 'Tis thus that 
" I have behaved towards my diredor. i> 
*' foon difcovered his hypocrify, and perceiv-' 

ed that he wanted to pafs for a perfon of 

great fanftity : I pretended to be his dupe ; 

that cofts nothing. I did more, I imitated 
" him, and adting in his prefence the fame 
*^ farce that he plays before. others, I deceived 

F 5 ^^ \>w^ 
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** the deceiver, and am, by degrees, become 
" his fac totum. Under his aufpices, I hope 
** one day to be concerned ir> the affairs of 
^* the poor; in which cafe I may chance to 
<' make my fortune too, for I find myfclf as 
** wdl inclined towards them as he can be 
** for his heart. 

*' Thefe are fine hopes (replied I) my dear 
'* Fabricius: I congratulate thee upon thy 
** profpeft; and for my own part, will have 
«* recourfe to my former fchemej convert 
** my embroidered habit into a caffock, re- 
** pair to Salamanca, and lifting myfelf un- 
•* der the banners of the univerfity, perform 
<« the office of a tutor." — '« A fine proje<9: 
" truly (cried Fabricius); an agreeable whim! 
" what a fool would thou be, to turn pe- 
*^ dantatthy age! doft thou know, wretch! 
*^ what thou art about to do ? Soon as thou 
*^ fhalt be employed, the whole family will 
** have their eyes on thee, and all thy anions 
** will be fcrupuloufly examined: thou muft 
*^ be eternally under conftraint, clothe thy- 
^\ felf with hypocrify, and appear poflefled of 
** every virtue. Thou wilt not have a mo- 
** ment to beftow upon thy pleafures. Like 
** a perpetual cenfor of thy pupil, thou muft 
*« pafs the day in teaching him Latin, and in 
*' rebuking him when he (hall fay or do any 
«* thing amifs: and after fb much labour and 
*^ conftraint what will be the fruit of thy cares? 
** If the little gentleman wants capacity, it 
^^ will be faid, thou haft not given him good 

*^ cduca- 
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*^ education; and his parents will turn thee 
away, without any recompence; perhaps, 
even without paying thy appointnnents. 
** Don't therefore talk to me of a preceptor's 
** poft, which is like a benefice with cure of 
** fouls: but commend me to the employ- 
** ment of a lacquey, which is a fimple bene- 
*^ fice, encumbered with no charge. When 
" a matter has vices, a fuperior genius in his * 
^* fervice will flatter them, and often turn 
•* them to his advantage. A footman lives 
" in a good family, without the leafttiifquiet; 
** for after having eaten and drank his belly- 
'* full, he fleeps like the fon of a lord, and 
^* gives himfelf no trouble about either baker 
*• or butcher. 

'* I ihould never ha' done, child (continued 
*^ he) was I to recount all the advantages 
** of footmen* Take my advice, Gil Bias,. 
** quit, for ever, the defign of becoming tu- 
" tor, and follow my example." — '^Yesj but, 
** Fabricius (faid I) one does not always meet 
** with dircftors; and if I fbould refolve to 
^ turn lacquey, I fhouM, at leaft, choofe to be 
** well fettled." — " Oh! you are in the right 
«' (faid he) ; that fhall be my bufinefs : I will 
** infure thee a good place, if it was for no 
** other reafon, than to fnatch a pretty fellow 
" from the univerfity." 

The approaching mifery with which I was 
threatened, and the air of fatisfaftion that ap- 
peared in Fabricius, perfuading me more than 
his reafons, I determined ta go to fervice: 

E 6 ^\v^\^- 
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whereupon leaving the public houfe, my conn- 
panion faid, " I will condudt you to the houfc 
of a perfon, who is confulted by almoft all 
the footmen out of place: he has fpies, 
" who inform him of what happens in all fa- 
*^ milies; he knows where fervants are want- 
ed, and keeps an exadt regifter, not only of 
the vacant places, but even of the good and 
bad qualities of matters: he is one who 
was formerly a friar in fome convent or 
other J and, in fhort, 'twas he who recom- 
mended me to the place I now enjoy." 
While we converfed about fuch a fingular 
office of intelligence, the fon of barber Nun- 
uez carried me into a blind alley, and we en- 
tered a little houfe, where we found a man 
about fifty years old, writing at a table. We 
faluted him very refpe6lfully; but whether he 
was naturally proud, or accuftomed to fee lac- 
cjuies and coachmen only, he had contracted 
an habit of receiving people cavalierly, and 
did not rife from his feat, but contented him- 
i'dfwith making a flight inclination of the 
Kead. He looked hard at me, however, and* 
I could eafily perceive he was very much fur- 
prized that a young man drefled in embroi- 
dered velvet fliould want to turn valet; he 
had more reafon to think I was come to be 
provided with one: but he did not continue 
long in fufpence, with regard to my inten- 
tion; for Fabricius, accofting him at once, 
faid, " Signor Arias de Londonna, give me 
" leave to prefent one of my beft friends to 

" you; 
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*' ywj : he is a young man of a good fanniljr, 
*^ whom misfortunes have reduced to the ne* 
*^ ceflity of going to fcrvice. Pray inform 
*' him of a good place, and depend upon his 
** gratitude." — " Gentlemen (anfwered A- 
^^ rias coldly) this is the manner of you all ; 
*' before you are fixed, you make the finefl: 
** promifesinthe worlds butwhen once you arc 
*' well fettled, you think no more of them/* 
** How ! (replied Fabricius) do you complain 
'^ of me ? have not I done honourably by 
you ?" — " You might have done better ftill, 
(faid Arias) your place is worth a clerk's 
employment ; and you have paid me, as if 
'' I had introduced you to the houfe of an 
" authour." Here I interpofed, and told Si- 
gnor Arias, that to Ihow him I was not un- 
grateful, my acknowledgement fhould precede 
his fervice ; at the fame time, taking out two 
ducats, I put them into his hand, with a pro-: 
mife that I would not ftop there, provided I 
fhould find myfelf in a good family. 

He feemed pleafed with nay behaviour,, 
and faid he loved to be treated in that manner: 
" There are (continued he) excellent pofts va^ . 
"cant, which I will mention in order, that 
^* you may choofe one that is to your liking." ^ 
So faying, he put on his fpeftacles, opened a 
•egifter, which lay on the table, turned over 
bme leaves, and began to read as follows: 
^ A lacquey is wanted for Captain Torbellino, 
^ a paflionate, cruel, whimfical man, who 
* grumbles incciTantly, fwcars, beats^ and com- 



ly. 
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*' monly maims, his fcrvants/*- — •' Let usf 
•^ pafs on to the other (cried I, at that pic- 
•* tare) that captain is not to my tafte." Ari- 
as fmiled at my vivacity, and proceeded in 
this manner: " Donna Manuela of Sandoval, 
•* a fupcrannuated widow, full of peeviflincfs 
♦• and caprice, has, at prefent, never a foot- 
•* man : flie keeps but one for ordinary, and 
•'him never a whole day. There has been 
^* one livery fuitin the hoirfe thefe ten years, 
«* which lerves all valets who enter, of what 
^ fize and fhape foever they nnay be : but it 
^' may be faid they only try it on^ for it is 
** ftill as good as new, although it has been 
«' worn by two thoufand lacquies. Doftor 
*' Alvar Fannez, a phyfician and chemift,. 
*' wants a fervant: his domefticks are well fed,. 
*' handfomely entertained, and have, more- 
" over, great wages; but he tries experiments- 
"upon them with his medicines, and there 
*' are often vacant places in his houfe." 

" Oh ! I believe it (cried Fabricius, laugh- 
'* ing) upon my confcience you fhow us abun- 
" dance of fine places/' — " Have patience, 
*' (faid Arias de Londonna) we have not yet 
" done; there are fome that I am fure will 
** pleafe you." Then he continued to read 
in thefe terms. ^* Donna Alfonfa de Solis, 
** an old devotee, who fpends two thirds of 
** the day at church, and infifts upon her foot- 
*• man's being always along with her, has 
*' not had a lacquey thefe three weeks. The 
*^ licentiate Sedillo, an old canon of the chap- 
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^ tcr of this city, ycfterday, in the evening 
•* turned away his footman." — " Halt there, 
^ Signor Arias de Londonna (cried Fabxi- 
*' cius, in this place) we will ftick to this laft 
" poft. The licenciatc Sedillo is one of my 
*' matter's friends, with whom I am pcrfeftly 
^^ well acquainted: I know that he has for 
" houfekeeper an old devotee called Dame 
" Jacinta, who dilpofes of every thing in the 
" houfe: it is one of the beft families in 
** Valladolid, for a fervant who loves a quiet 
" life and good chear: befides, the canon is 
*' old and infirm, very much fubjeft to the 
" gout, and will foon make his willj fo that 
" there is room to hope for a good legacy. 

What a charming profpedt for a footman ! 

Gil Bias (added he, turning towards me) 
" let us lofe no time, my lad, but go inftant- 
" ly to the houfe of the licentiate, where I 
^' will myfelf preftnt you, and anlwer for thy 
" charafter." At thefe words, for fear of 
loling fuch a fair opportunity, we took our 
leave,' in a hurry, of Signor Arias, who afTured 
me for my money, that if I Ihould be baulked 
qf this place, I might depend upon his recom- 
mending me to one as good. 

The End of the First Book* 
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BOOK II. 

CHAP. I. 

Fabricius conduHs Gil BlaSy and introduces him 
to the licentiate Sedilh. Thejituation of this 
canon. A dejcription of bis houfekeeper. 

J*"3t3t^ E were fo much afraid of coming 
^ W ^ too late, that we made but one ' 

ly^^i^ l^^P fr^"^ ^^^ ^^^^y ^^ ^^^ houfe 
iML^^Jt Qf |.j^^ qIj licentiate. We knock- 
ed at the door which was opened by a girl ten 
years old, who pafTed for the houfekeeper's 
niece, in fpite of fcandah and alking if 
the canon could be fpoke with. Dame Ja- 
cinta appeared : Ihe was a perfon already ar- 
rived at the age of difcretion, but ftill hand- 
fome^ and, in particular,. I admired the 
frelhnefs of her complexion. She wore a long 

gown 
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gown of coarfc ftufF, with a large leathern gir- 
dle, from one fide of which hung a bunch of 
keys, and from the other a rofary of great 
beads. As foon as we perceived her we bow- 
ed, with profound refpeft, and fhe returned 
the falute very civilly, but with a modeft de- 
portment and downcaft eyes. 

Having underftood (faid my comrade to. 
her) that matter licentiate Sedillo has oc- 
" cafion for an honeft valet, I am come to 
" prefent one, with whom, I hope, he will 
*' be fatisfied." The houfekeeper, at thefe 
words, lifting her eyes, furveyed me with at- 
tention, and, not being able to reconcile my 
embroidery with the difcourfe of Fabricius, 
afked if it was I who wanted the vacant place. 
" Yes (faid the fon of Nunnez) it is this 
young man, who, notwithftanding his ap- 
pearance, has met with misfortunes that 
oblige him to go to fervice. But he will 
foon forget his mifhaps (added he, with 
an infinuating air) if he has the happinefs 
to come into this family, and live with the 
virtuous Jacinta, who deferves to be houfe- 
keeper to the patriarch of the Indies." At 
thefe words, this pious governante moved her 
eyes from me, to confider the polite perfon 
who fpoke, and, ftruck with his features 
which were not altogether unknown to her, 
" I have (faid fhe) a confufed notion of hav- 
" ing feen you fomewhere! pray affift my 
" recoUeftion."— <* Chafte Jacinta (anfwered 
" Fabricius) I am proud of having attrafted 
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your notice : I have been twice in this houfe 
with my matter Signor Manuel Ordonnez, 
" direftor of the hofpital." — " Ha! you're in 
the right (replied the houfekeeper) j I re- 
member it very well, and recollect your 
face. Ah! fince you belong to Signor 
** Ordonnez, you muft be a lad of worth 
and honefty: your place proclaims your 
virtue, and this young man could not have 
a better recommendation. Come (added 
ftie) I will bring you to fpeak with Signor 
Sedillo, who, I believe, will be very glad 
to have a fervant of your prefenting.*' 
We followed her accordingly. The canon 
lodged on the ground-floor, which confifted 
of four rooms well wainfcotted; in one of 
which (he defircd us to wait a little, while 
Ihe went into the next, where the licentiate 
was. After fhe had ftaid with him fome time 
in order to give him his cue, fhe came and 
told us, that we might go in. We perceived 
the old gouteficd canon buried, as it were in 
an elbow chair, with pillows under his head 
and arms, and his legs fupported on a large 
down cuihion. While we approached himi 
we did not fpare bows j and Fabricius being 
ftill fpokefman, not only repeated what he 
had faid of me to the houfekeeper, but like- 
wife extolled my merit, and enlarged chiefly 
on the honour which I had acquired in phi- 
lofophical difputes, while I was with Doftof 
Godinez; as if it was neceflary tEat a ca^ 
non's footman ihould be a. profound pbtlo^ 

fopher. 
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fophcr, Neverthelefs this fine eulogium that 
he beftowed on me, did not fail to caft a nnifl: 
before the eyes of the licentiate, who obferv- 
ing befides, that I was not difagreeable to 
Dame Jacinta, faid to my recommender, 
" Friend, I take into my fervice the young, 
man whom thou haft brought. I am fa- 
tisfied, and conceive a favourable opinion 
" of his morals, fince he is prefented by a 
" domeftic of my good friend Signor Or- 
" donnez.'* 

As foon as Fabricius faw that I was engaged 
he made a low bow to the canon, another 
ftill lower to the governante, and withdrew, 
very well fatisfied, after having whifpered to 
me that we fhould fee one another often, and 
that I had nothing to do but to ftay, where I 
was. — ^When he was gone, the licentiate afk- 
ed my name, and reafons for leaving my na- 
tive country; and by thefe queftions engaged 
me, in prefence of Dame Jacinta, to recount 
my ftory. They were both very much di- 
verted, efpecially with the account of my laft 
adventure, Camilla and Don Raphael tickling, 
them fo much, that it was like to have coft 
the old canon his life 5 for while he laughed 
with all his force, he was feized with fuch a, 
voilent fit of coughing, that I imagined it 
would have been his laft. As he had not yet 
made his will, you may eafily guefs how hia 
houfekeeperwas alarmed: trembling and afto- 
nifticd ihe ran to the affiftance of the good 
man, rubbed his forehead, and clapped hiqi 
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on the back, as is praftifed with children when 
they have the chin-cough. However,* this 
was but a falfe alarm : the old man ceafed to 
cough, and his governante to torment him; 
and I would have finifhed my ftbry, had not 
Dame Jacinta, who dreaded another fit, op- 
pofed it, .and carried me out of the -canon's 
chamber into a wardrobe, where, among fe- 
veral fuits of clothes, was that of my prede- 
ceffor. This fhe made me put on, and leave 
my own in its room, which I was not forry 
to preferve, in hopes that it would ftill be of 
ufe to me. After which we went to prepare 
dinner. 

I was not a novice in the art of drefling 
viftuals, having ferved a happy apprenticefhip 
under Dame Leonarda, who might have paflfed 
for a good cook: (he was not, however, com- 
parable to Dame Jacinta, who, for aught I 
know, would have gained the palm from the 
cook of the archbifhop of Toledo. She ex- 
celled in every thing: her foups were ex- 
quifite, on account of her art in choofing and 
mixing the different kinds of gravy, of which 
they were compofed; and her halhes were 
feafoned in fuch a manner, as rendered them 
extremely agreeable to the palate. — When din- 
ner was ready, we returned into the canon's 
chamber, where, while I laid the cloth on a 
table fet juft by his elbow chair, the houfe- 
keeper tucked a napkin under the old man's 
chin, and tied it over his fhoulders. In a mo- 
ment after I brought in a mefs of porridge, 

that 
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might have been prefented to the moft 
brated direftor of Madrid j and two cdur- 
which would have ftimulated the fenfuali- 
»f a viceroy, had not Dame Jacinta been 
ing of her fpices for fear of inflaming 
gout of the licentiate. — At fight of thefe 
:ate difhes, my old maftcr, whom I be- 
*d impotent in all his members, fhowed 

that he had not as yet loft entirely the 
of his arms: he helped to difencumber 
felf of his pillows, and chearfuUy prc- 
:d himfelf for eating. — ^Though his hand 
)k, it did not refufe its fervice, but went 

came with great expedition; in fuch a 
iner, however that it fpilt upon the table- 
h and napkin one half of what was intend- 
^r his mouth. — I took away the foup when 
lad done with it, and brought in a roafted 
ridge, flanked with two quails, which 
ne Jacinta carved for him.— She took care 

to make him drink frequently large 
ights of wine, a little diluted in a large 

deep filver cup, which fhe held to his 
ith, as if he had been a child of fifteen 
iths. He fell tooth and nail upon his courfe, 

did no lefs honour to the birds than he 

done to the porridge; but when he had 
'ed himfelf to the tongue, the devotee un- 

his napkin, replaced his pillows, and left 

in quiet to take his afternoon's nap in his 
ir; while we, having uncovered the table> 
t to dinner in our turn. 

In 
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In this manner did our canon dine every 
day, who, for aught I know, was the grcateft 
glutton of the whole chapter: though his fuj>- 

J)er was commonly more flight, confiftin^> 
or the moft part, of a pullet and fome corm-- 
ferves. I fed well in tnis houfe, and lived * 
very peaceable life, having only one grievanc^^) 
which was no other than being obliged d::^^ 

watch my mafter, and pafs the whole nigl ^^ 

like a nurfe. — Befides a retention of urim 
that obliged him to aflc for his chamber-i 
ten times in an hour, he was fubjeft to 
fufe fweats; and when thefe happened, it w^^^^ 
my bufinefs to fhift him. " Gil Bias (fai-^ ^ 
he, the fecond night) thou haft aftivity an ^ 

addrefs; and I forefee that I fliall be ver 7 

well pleafed with thy fervice.— I recom 
mend to thee above all things to behavi 
thyfelf refpeftfuUy towards Dame Jacinta 
(he is a wench who has ferved me thefe 
teen years with a fingular zeal, and 
fuch care of my perlbn, that I can nevei 
enough fhow my gratitude: wherefore 
own ihe is more dear to me than all my re- 
lations. For the love of her I have turned 
our of doors my nephew, my own fifter's 
fon, who paid no relpeft to the poor girl; 
xTnd, far from doing juftice to the fincere 
attachment Ihe has for me, the infolent boy 
treated her as an hypocrite; for in this age 
all virtue appears hypocrify to young peo- 
ple. — Thank heaven! I have got rid of 
the fcoundrel: I prefer the love that is iJfW- 

" nifcfted I 
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*^ nifefted for me to all the ties of blood, and 
^^ am fwayed only by the benefits I receive." 
— *^ You are in the right, fir (faid I to the 
" licentiate) : gratitude ought to have more 
" weight with us than the laws of nature."— 
*^ Doubtlefs (he replied) and people will fee 
" by my laft will, that I have no regard for 
*' my relations. My houfekeeper will have 
*' a good fhare and thou flialt not be forgot, 
*' provided that thou goeft on to ferve me 
*' as thou haft begun. The footman whom 
*^ I turned away yefterday has loft a good 
** legacy by his own folly; if that paultry 
^' feUow had not, by his mift)ehaviour, oblig- 
^" ed me to difmifs him, I would have made 
*^ his fortune; but he was a proud coxcomb, 
" who was deficient in his refpeft for Dame 
*^ Jacinta; and an idle rafcal, who dreaded 
** the fmalleft trouble.— He, forfooth, did 
*' not love to watch over me, and looked up- 
on it as a great fatigue to fpend the night 
in contributing to my eafe." — " Ah, the 
wretch ! (cried I, as if the genius of my 
** friend had inlpired me) he was not worthy 
of living with fuch an honourable matter ! 
A lad who has the happihefs of appertain- 
ing unto you, ought to be indefatigable in 
his zeal: he ought to make a plcafure of 
his duty, and not.to think himfelf fatigued, 
^^ even when he fweats blood and water for 
'^ your fervice." 

I perceived that thefc words were very agree- 
able to the licentiate, who was no lefs fatisfied 
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with the affurance I gave him of being always 
perfeftly refigned to the will of Dame Jacin- 
ta. Willing therefore to pafs for a valet whom 
fatigue, could not difpirit, I did my duty with 
the beft grace I could aflume^ and never com- 
plained of being up all night; acircumftancc 
which, however, I found very difagreeable; 
and had it not been for the legacy with which. 
I fed my hopes, I fhould have been very fooa 
difgufted with my condition. — ^Indeed I flepc 
fome hours in the day-time; and 'the gover— 
nante, to do her juftice, had a good deal of re- 
gard for me — This muft be afcribed to th^ 
care I took in gaining her good graces, hy 
the moft complaifant and refpeftful behaviour^ 
when I was at table with her and her niece, 
whofe name was Inefilla, I fhifted their plates, 
filled wine, and ferved them with a moft par- 
ticular attention; by which means I infinuated 
myfelf into their friendfliip. One day, while 
Dame Jacinta was gone out to market, fee- 
ing myfelf alone with Inefilla, I began to 
converfe with her, and afked if her father and 
mother were ftill alive. " O ! not at all (an- 
fwered fhe) they are dead long — long ago, 
— my good aunt told me fo. As for my 
own part, I never faw them." I fincerely 
believed the little girl, though her anfwer was 
not categorical; and put her into fuch a hu- 
mour of talking, that ihe told me more of 
the matter than I wanted to know. She in- 
formed me, or rather I gathered from her art- 
lefs chat, that her good aunt had a very good 

friend. 
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friend, who lived likewife with an old canon, 

whofe temporalities he managed; and that 

thefe happy domcfticks expefted to join the 

pillage of their mafters by a marriage, the 

fweets of which they tafted before hand. I 

have already obfcrved, that CTame Jacinta, 

though fomewhat fiiper annua ted, had ftill a . 

freftinefs of complexion. True indeed, fhc 

fpared nothing to preferve it ; for, befides a 

glyfter which (he took every morning, fhe 

iwallowed during the day, and when fhe went 

to bed, fome excellent jellies of her own com- 

jyoling, and flept foundly all night, while I 

-watched my mafter : but that which, perhaps, 

contributed more than any thing to preferve 

3ier colour from fading was an iflue, which 

Jnefilia told me fhe had in each leg« 

CHAP. II. 

Jh what manner the canon was treated when he 
fellfick — the conjequence of it ', and the legacy 
he left Gil Bias. 

I Served the licentiate Sedillo three months 
without complaining of the bad nights he 
tnade mepafs; at the end of which time he 
fell fick of a fever, and felt his gout increafed 
by the pain which it occafioned ; fo that, for 
the firft time in his life, which had been long, 
he had recourfe to phyficians, and fent for 
Dodtor Sangradoi whom all Valladolid looked 
upon as another Hippocrates. Dame Jacinta 
' would have been better pleafcd, if the canon 
Vol. I, G V-wi 
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error to think that blood is neccffary for 
the prefervation of life : a patient cannot 
be blooded too much; for as he is obliged 
to perform no confiderable motion or ex- 
ercife, but juft only to breathe, ht has no 
more occafion for blood than a man who is 
afleepi life, in both, confifting in the pulfc 
and rcfpiration only." The do6tor having 
ordered frequent and copious evacuations of 
this kind, he told us, that we muft make the 
canon drink warm water inceffantly; affuring 
tls that water, drank in abundance, was the 
true fpecific in all diftempers whatever. And 
when he went away, he told Dame Jacinta 
and me, with an air of confidence, that he 
would anfwer for his patient's life, provided 
we would treat him in the manner he had prc- 
fcribed. The governante, who poflibly thought 
otherwife of this method, protefted that it 
Ihould be followed with the utmoft exadbncfs. 
Accordingly we fet about warming water with 
all difpatchj and as the phyfician had recom- 
mended to us, above all things, not to be too 
Iparing of it, we made my matter drink for 
the firft dofe two or three pints, at as many 
draughts. An hour after we repeated it, ana 
returning to the charge, from time to timc> 
overwhelmed his ftomach with a deluge of 
water : the furgeon feconding us, on the other 
hand, by the quantity of blood which he drew 
from him, in lels than two days the old canon 
was reduced to extremity. 

This 
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This good prieft, being quite fpent, faid to 
me with a feeble voice, as I prefented him 
with a large glafsof the fpecific, " Hold, Gil 
^ Bias, give me no more of it, my friend: 
^ I fee plainly that I muft die, in fpite of the 

* virtues of water j and though there is fcarce 

* a drop of blood left in my body, I don't 
^ find myfelf a whit the better^ which is a 
^ plain proof, that the moft expert phyfician 
^ in the world cannot prolong our days, when 
f their fatal period is arrived: go therefore 
^ and fetch a notary, for I want to make my 
^ will." At thefe laft words, which I was 

not forry to hear, I afFedled to feem melan- 
choly, and concealing the defire I had to ex- 
ecute his commiflion, " Well, but Sir (faid 
•^ I) you are not yet fo low, thank God, but 
** that you may recover." — " No, no, child 
*^ (replied he) it is all over with me. I feel 
" the gout mounting upwards, and death ap- 
*^ proaching. Make hafte, therefore, and do 
** as I bid thee." I perceived, fure enough, 
that he changed vifibly, and the affair appear- 
ed fo urgent, that i went out as faft as pofllble 
to fulfil his orders > leaving with him Dame 
Jacinta, who was more afraid than I that he 
would die inteftate. I went into the houfe of 
the firft notary I was direfted to, and finding 
him at home, " Sir (faid I) the licentiate 
*^ Sedillo, my matter, draws towards his end, 
" and wants to have his lafl will made; fo 
" that there is not a moment to lofe." The 
notary, who was a briflc old man, and took 

G 3 d€*C\^x. 
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delight in rallying, afked what pliyfician at* 
tended the canon; I anfwered, Dodor San- 
grado.— At that name, fcizing his hat and 
cloak in a hurry, '' Zooks! (cried he) let us 
" make haftej for the defter is fo expedi- 
*^ tious that he feldom gives his patients time 
" to fend for notaries: that man has choufed 
•^ me out of a great many jobs/' 

So faying, he followed me with great eager- 
rcfs, and while we walked together at a good 
pace, that we might arrive before he fhould 
be at the laft gafp, " Sir (faid I to him) you 
" know that a tcilator at the point of death 
** is apt to forget things: now, if my matter 
fhould not remember me, I beg you will 
remind him of my zeal and attachment/*— 
That I will, my child: (replied the little 
notary) thou mayeft depend upon me for 
that. 1 will even advife him to give thee 
fomething confiderablej let him be never 
fo little difpofed to reward thy fervice."* 
The licentiate, when we came into his cham- 
ber, had ftill the ufe of his fenfes, and Dame 
Jacintaj v/ho was with him, her vifage bathed 
in tears, which Ihe had at command, had play- 
ed her part, and befpoke the good man's be- 
nevolence. So that Ihe and I left the notary 
alone with him, and went into the anticham- 
ber, where meeting the furgeon whom fhe 
defter had {tvx to make one evacuation more, 
we flopped him. . " Hold, Mr. Martin (faid 
*^ the governante) you cannot go into Signor 
^^ Sedillo's chamber at prefentj he is diftat- 

" ing 
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^^ ing his laft will to a notary who is \yith 
^^ him; when that is done,- you fhall have 
" leave to do your oflace." 

This pious gentlewoman and I were much 
afraid that the licentiate would die before his 
will could be finifhed : but happily for us, the 
deed that occafioned our difq.uict was execu- 
ted: and the notary, finding me in his way as 
he came out, clapped mc on the Ihoulder, fay- 
ing with a fmile, ^* Gil Bias is not forgotten." 
Thefe words infpired me with excefTive joy;- 
a^dl thought myfelf fo much obliged to my 
npafter for having remembered me, that I pro- 
mifed to pray ^yith all my heart for his foul, 
after his death, which fooa happened j for the 
furgeon having blooded him again, the poor old 
man, who was but too much exhaufted before^ 
expired ahnofl: during the operation. As he 
breathed his laft fighs, the phyfician came in, 
. and looked very foolifh, notwithftanding his 
long pradtice of difpatching patients. Ncver- 
thelefs, far from imputing the canon's death to 
his watery draughts and evacuations, he ob- 
ferved as he went out, with an air of indifFe* 
rence, that the patient had not loft blood 
enough, nor drank a fufficient quantity of 
warm water; while the executioner of this 
fublime art, I mean the furgeon, feeing alfq, 
that there was no more occafion for his office, 
followed Doftor Sangrado. 

As foon as the breath went out of our pa- 
tron's body. Dame Jacinta, Inefilla, and I, 
raifed a concert of mournful cries which were 

G 4 Kea.!:d 



128 The ADVENTURES of 

heard all over the neighbourhood: the gQVer- 
nante efpecially, v/ho had the greateft caufe 
to rejoice, uttered fuch doleful accents, that one 
would have thought fhe was the moll afflicted 
perfon upon earth ; and the chamber was in- 
ilantly filled with people drawn thither more 
by curiofity than compaffion. The relations 
of the deceafed no fooner learned the news of 
his death than they poured into the houfe, to 
feal up every thing, and found the houfe-keepcr 
in fuch affliftion, that they imagined at firflr, 
the canon had not made his will: but they foon 
underftood that there was one fanftioned by all 
the ufual formalities ; which when they came 
to open, and faw that the teftator had difpofed 
of his beft efFefts in favour of Dame Jacinta 
and the little girl, they made hi^ funeral fpeech 
in . terms not much to the honour of his me- 
mory : they pronounced an eulogium on the 
devotee, at the fame time, and even beftowed 
fome praifes on me, who, I muft own de- 
fervTd fome at their hands : for the licentiate 
(reft his foul) ! in order to make me remember 
him as long as I fhould live, explained him- 
felf in an article of his will, with regard to 
me, in this manner. — " Item, as Gil Bias is a 
young man of fome underftanding already, 
in order to compleat his learning, I leave to 
him my library, all my books and manu- 
fcripts without exception.'* 
I could not conceiva where this pretended 
library could be, having never perceived any 
fuch thing in the houfe. I knew only of a few 

papers^ 
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papers, with five or fix volumes that fl:oQd 
upon a fliclf in my mailer's cloftt; and thefe 
were my legacy j though the books could not 
be of any great fervice to me, one being inti- 
tled. The Complete Houfewife : another treat- 
ed of, Indigeftion and the Method of Cure; 
the reft were. The four Parts of the Breviary, 
which the moths had almoft confumed. With 
regard to the Manufcripts, the moft curious 
contained all the proceedings of a law-fuit in 
which he was once engaged for his prebend. 
After having examined the legacy with more 
attention than it deferved, I left it to the rela- 
tions who envied me fo much. I gave them 
back the very clothes I ^yore,,and refumed nay 
own; claiming my wages only,, as the fruit of 
my fervice, and refolving to feek a place elfe- 
where. As for Dame Jacinta,. befides the mo- 
ney which was left to. hir, ftie w.is in poflGflion- 
of fome valuable efiie6ls> which by the afiiit- 
ance of her good friend, fiie had found means 
to fecrete during the licentiate's laft illnefs. 

C H A P. IIL 

Gtl Bias engages him/elfin the fervice- of DoSfor 
Sangradoy and becomes a celebrated phyfician^ 

IRefolved to vifit Signor Arias de Londonna, 
and confult his regifter for a new place; but 
as I was juft: going into the blind alley where 
he lived, I met Doftor Sangrado, whom I had 
not feen fince the death of my mafl:er, and 
took the freedom to falute him. He recolleftr- 
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cd me immediately, although I had changed 

^my drefs, and exprcjling fomc joy at feeing 

ire, " Art thou there, my child? (faid he) I 

T7as juft thinking of thee 5 having occafion for 

a good lad to ferve me, I imagined that thou 

"wouldft anfwer my purpofe very well; if thou 

canft read and write." — " Sir (anfwered I) 

in that particular I can do your bufinefs/' 

** Say 'ft thou fo (faid he); then thou art the 

man I want: come to my houfe, where thou 

Ihalt find every thing agreeable: I will treat 

thee with diftinftion; and though I give no 

wages, thou fhalt want for nothing: I will 

take care to maintain thee handfomely:- and 

will even difcover to thee, the great myftery 

of curing alldifeafes: in a word, thou fhalt 

rather be my pupil than my fervant." 

I accepted the doftor's propofal, in hopes of 
making myfelf illuftrious in phyfick, under the 
aufpices of fuch a learned mafter ; and he car- 
ried me home with him on the inftant, in order 
to initiate me in the employment for which I 
was defigned. This employment confifted in 
writing the names and places of abode of the 
patients who fent for him while he was abroad: 
for this purpofe, there was in the houfe, a re- 
gifcer, in which an old woman, who was his fole 
domeftic, fet down their feveral direftions: but 
befides that fhe was utterly ignorant of fpel- 
ling, fhe wrote fo ill that for the mofl part 
it was impoflible to decypher her fcrawl. I 
was in veiled with the charge of this book, 
which might have beea with great jullicc fliled 

a re^ 
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aregifter of the dead; for almoft all the pep- 
pie whofe names it contained gave up the 
jghoft. I inferted in it (to life the expreffion) 
the names of thofe people who were to fet out 
for the other world, as the clerk of a ftagc- 
coach-office regifters thofe who take places. 
The pen was feldom out of my hand, becaufe 
there was not at that time a phyfician in Val- 
ladolid of more credit than Doftor Sangrado, 
who had acquired great reputation with tl]e 
publick, by a pomp of words, a folemn air, 
and fome lucky cures which had done him 
■ more honour than he deferved. 

He did not want praftice, nor of confe- 
quence money, which however, did not make 
lis fare the better, his houfekeeping being ex- 
tremely parfimonious ; our ordinary food con- 
fifting of peafe, beans, boiled codlins, or 
cheefej which aliments (hefaid) were ^agree- 
able to the ftomach, as being moft proper for 
trituration, in other words, eafily brayed. Not- 
withftanding this his opinion, however, he did 
not approve of our eating a belly-full even of 
them: in which, to be fure, he was much in 
the right: but, if he forbid his maid and me to 
eat a great deal, he allowed us, by way of re- 
cpmpence, to drink as much water as we could 
fwallow: far from reftrifting us in this parti- 
cular, he would fometimes fay, " Drink, my 
children, health confifts in the fupplenefs and 
humedation of the parts : drink water in great 
abundance: it is an univerfal menftruum that 
diflblves all kinds of fait. When the courfe 
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of the blood is too languid^ this accelerates 
its motion ; and when, too rapid, cheeks its im- 
petuofity." The honeft doftor was fo well 
convinced of the truth of this doftrine, that 
he himfelf drank nothing but water, though 
he was well ftricken in years. He defined old 
age, a natural decay> that withers and confumes 
us: and in confequence of this definition, de- 
plored the ignorance of thofe who call wine 
" the milk of old men:" for he maintained 
that the juice of the grape waffes and deftroys 
them; and with great eloquence obferved,. that 
this fatal liquor is to them, as to all the world,, 
a treacherous friend and deceitful pleafure. 

In fpite of all this fine reafoning, I had not 
been eight days in the houfe^ when I was feiz- 
ed with a loofenels, and began to feel great 
diforder in my bowels, which I was rafh 
enough to afcribe to the univerfal diflblvent 
and meagre fubfiftence on which I lived. I 
complained of it to my mafter, in hopes that 
he would relent and allow me a little wine at 
meals: but he was too much an enemy to that 
liquor to gratify my expectation. *' If thou 
feeleft in thyfelf (faid he to me) any reluctance 
to fimple element^ there are innocent aids in 
plenty, that will fupport thy ftomach againft 
the infipid tafte of water;, lage,, for example, 
and baum will give it an admirable flavour;, 
and an'infufion of corn -poppy, gillyflower,, 
•and rofemary, will render it ftill more de- 
licious,. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding all he could fay in praife 
of water and the excellent beverages he taught 
me to compofe, I drank of it with fuch mode- 
ration, that perceiving my temperance, he 
faid, " Why, truly, Gil Bias, I am not at all 
furprifed, that thou doft not enjoy good health. 
Thou doft not drink enough, my friend. Wa- 
ter taken in fmall quantities ferves only to diC- 
entangle the particles of the bile, and give 
them more aftivityj whereas chey fhould be 
drowned in a copious dilution : don't be afraid, 
my child, that abundance of water will weak- 
en and relax thy ftomach : lay afide that pa- 
nic fear which perhaps thou entertainefl of 
plentiful drinking. I will warrant the confe- 
quence, and if thou doft not look upon me as 
a fufficient bondfman^ Celfus himfelf (hall be 
thy fecurity. That Roman oracle beftows an 
admirable eulogiurp on water, and afterwards 
fays, in exprefs terms, that thofe who excufe 
their drinking of wine, on account of a weak 
ftomach, do a manifeft injury to that organ, 
by ufing fuch a cloak for their own fenfuality." 
As it would not have looked well for me to 
fhow myfelf intraftable in the very beginning 
of my career in phyfic; I feemed perfuaded of 
his being in the right, and will even own I was 
effeftually convinced; fo that I continued to 
drink water on the guaranty of Celfus, or ra- 
ther to drown my bile in copious draughts of 
that liquorj and although I felt myfelf every 
day more and more incommoded by it, preju- 
dice got the better of experience 3 lb happily 
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. uras I difpofed by nature^ for becoming a phjr- 
fician. I could not always, however, refill the 
violence of my diforder, which increafed to 
fuch a degree, that I refolved, at length, to 
leave Doftor Sangrado j but he invefted me 
with a new employment which made me 
change that refolution. " Hark'ee, my child 
(faid be one day) I am not one of thofe harfli 

. and ungrateful mafters who let their domeftics 
grow grey in their fervice, before they recom- 

Eenfe them. I am well pleafed with thy be- 
aviour, I have a regard for thee, and without 
further delay will .make thy fortune. I will 
immediately difclofe to thee the whole extent 
of that falutary art which I have profeflTed fo 
, many years. Other phyficians make this con-- 
iift in the knowledge of a thoufand difficult 
fciences; but I intend to go a fhbxter way to 
work, and fpare thee the trouble of ftudy- 
. ing pharmacy, anatomy, botany, and phyflc: 
know, my friend, all that is required is to 
bleed the patients and make them drink warm 
water. This is the fecret of curing all the dif- 
tempers incident to man. Yes! that wonder- 
ful lecret which I reveal to thee, and which 
nature, impenetrable to my brethren, hath not 
been able to hide from my refearches, is con- 
tained in thefe two points, of plentiful bleeding 
and frequent draughts of water. I have no- 
thing more to impart ; thou knoweft phyfic to 
the very bottom, and reaping the fruit of my 
long experience, art become in a twinkling as 
^ilful as I am. Thou mayelt (continued he) 

eafe 
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•eafe me not a little, at prcfentj in the morn- 
ing thou (halt keep our regifter, and in the 
afternoon go and vifit a part of my patient^ : 
while I take care of the nobility and clergy, 
: thou flialt go in my room to the houfcs of 
tradefmen, where I am called; and when thou 
flialt have praftifed forne time, I will procure 
: thy admiflion into the faculty. Thou arc 
learned^ Gil Bias, before thou tyrneft phyfi- 
cian ; whereas others prefcribc a long time, 
. generally all their lives, without ever becortJ- 
. ing learned." 

I thanked the do6lor for Jiaving enabled nf)C 
with fuch difpatch to ferve a$ his deputy 5 an^, 
as un acknowledgement of his favours, a(Riired 
him that I would follow his maxims a$ long 
as I lived, even if they fliould be contrary ^o 
thofe of Hippocrates. But this aljyraince w^is 
not altogether fincere; for I difapproved of his 
opinion with regard to water, a^id refolved to 
drink wine every day, when I went out to vi- 
lit my patients. 1 committed my own clpthes 
to a peg for a fecond time, and put on a fuit 
of my matter's, that 1 might appear in all re- 
ipefts like a phyfician: after which, I pre- 
pared myfelf for cxercifing medicine at the ex- 
pence of whom it Ihould concern. My coup 
d'ejfai being upon an Alguazil who was ill of a 
pleurify, 1 ordered him to be blooded without 
mercy and filled to the tongue with water: I 
went afterwards into the houfe of a paftry- 
cpok who lay roaring with the gciut, and 
whofe blood 1 wp-s no paore ii^jinng of than the 

Alguazii's 



136 The ADVENTURES of 

Alguazils; taking care alfo not to reftrift hrrrt 
in the article of water. For thefe prefcriptions, 
I received twelve rials, which made me fo en- 
amoured of the profeffion, that I thought " the 
more mifchicf the better fport.'* Coming out 
of the paftry- cook's houfe, I met Fabricius, 
whom I had not feen fince the death of the li- 
centiate Sedillo; andwho, having looked at me 
fome minutes with furprize, fet his hands in his 
fides, and burft out into an immoderate fit of 
langhter. It was not without reafon; for hav- 
ing a cloak that trailed on the ground, with a 
doublet and breeches that would have ferved a 
man four times as big as me, my figure was 
truly original. I let him laugh till he was 
tired, not without being tempted to follow his 
example; but I conftrained myfelf in order to 
preferve decorum, and the better ape the phy- 
fician, who is no rifible animal. If my ludi- 
crous appearance had excited the mirth of Fa- 
bricius, my gravity increafed it; and when he 
had indulged it fufficiently, " Upon my con- 
fcicnce, Gil Bias (faid he) thou art pleafantlf 
equipped. Who the devil hasdifguifed thee in- 
this manner?" — " Softly, friend (replied 1} 
foftly. — Learn to fhow more refpeft for ano- 
ther Hippocrates; and know, that I am the 
deputy of Doftor Sangrado, the moft celebra- 
ted phyfician of Valladolid, with whom I have 
lived thefe three weeks. He has taught me 
phyfrc to the very bottom, and as he cannot,. 
in perfon attend all the fick who fend for him, 
I affift him in bis vifitation : he takes care of 
^ - tlic. 
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the great, and I of the plebeians.'* — '^ Very 
well (replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood of 
the commonalty to thee, while he referves that 
of the gentry to himfelfj I congratulate thee 
upon thy fhare; for it is better to have to do 
with the populace than with perfons of fa- 
Ihion : happy is a fuburb phyfician! his faults 
are lefs obferved, and his aflaflinations lefs 
known. Yes, my child (added he) thy fitua- 
tion is to be envied, and to fpeak in the words 
of Alexander, if l^was not Fabricius, I could 
wifli to be Gil Bias." 

To fliow the fon of Barber Nunnez, that he 
had reafon to praife the happinefs of my prc- 
fent condition, I produced the rials which I 
had received from the Alguazil and paftry- 
cook; upon which we went into a publick 
houfe in order to fpend fomeof them: here 
we were ferved with pretty good wine, which 
the longing defire I had of tailing that liquor, 
making me think ftill better than it was, I 
drank huge draughts of it, and (no difparagc- 
ment to the Roman Oracle) the morel filled my 
ftomach, the lefs did that organ complain of 
the injury it received. Fabricius and I having 
ftaid together along time in the public-houfe, 
and laughed heartily at the expence ofo ur ma« 
iters, as the cuflom is among fervants ; we 
parted in the twilight, after having made a 
mutual promife of meeting again in the fame 
place, next day in the afternoon. 
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CHAP. iVI/ 

Gil Bias contimies to a£f the phyjician with equ^^ 
capacity and Juccefs^-^'T^he adventure of 
ring retrieved. 



I Had juft got home when Doctor Sangr^^t-^ 
do came in, to whom I gave an accou tT^ ^ 
of the patients I had vifited, and put into ha i s 
hand eight rials which remained of the twel ^v^ ^ 
1 had received for my prefcriptions. "Eig-l"^^ 
'^ rials ! (faid he, after having counted ther*^^ 3 
/* this is a fmall matter for two vifits y but vs^' ^ 
^ muft refufe nothing/' So it appeared : f<^^ ^ 
he kept fix, and giving me two, " Hold CJ-i-* 
^ Bias, (added he) there is fometliing for th^^ 
" to begin flock: I allow thee a fourth pax"^ 
" of what thou fhalt get, and thou wilt t> ^ 
" rich in a very fhort time (my friend) for^^ 
*^ pleafe God, there will be plenty of difeafe*^ 
** this feafon/' 

I had reafon to be contented with my fhare^ 
becaufe, refolving to detain always a thirdl' 
part of what 1 fhould receive from the patients, ' 
and afterwards touching a fourth of what 
fhould remain, it would on the whole (if there 
be any truth in arithmetic) amount to one half 
ef whac 1 fhould earn. This confidcration iij- 
Ipiring me with new ardour for my profeflion, 
next day when I had dined, 1 refumed my phy- 
fical drefs,, and going out, vifitcd feveral pati- 
ents whom I had regiftered, and whom I treated 
after die fame manner,. though their diftempers 

were 
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were quite different. Hitherto things ha,d 
gone fmoochly on, and nobody (thank hea- 
ven) found fault with nny prcfcriptionsj but 
however excellent the pra6tice of phyfic may 
be, it cannot efcape cenfure. ^</ Going into the 
houfe of a grocer whofe fon was dropfical, I 
there met with a little fwarthy phyfician called 
Dodlor CuchiUo, whom a relation of the gror 
cer's had brought along with him: I made 
profound bows to every body prefent, and in 
particular, to the perfon who {I concluded) 
was called to confult with me about the difr 
temper of the patient; he faluted me with 
great gravity, then eying me attentively for 
fome minutes, " Signor Doftor (faid he) pr^y 
excufe my curiofity: I thought I had been ac- 
quainted with all my brethren the phyficians 
of Valladolid: but I confefsyour features are* 
utterly unknown to me: fure you muft not 
have been long fettled in this city." I anfwer- 
ed that I was a young praftitioner, who as yet 
only prefcribed under the aufpices of Dodojc 
Sangrado. " I congratulate you (faid hCy 
' bowing) on your having embraced the me- 
thod of fuch a great man; aod I do not doubt- 
that you are already mafter of your bufinefs, 
notwithftanding your youthful appearance.'*" 
He fpoke- this fo naturally, that I did not 
know whether he was in jeft or earneft, and I 
was thinking upon fome anfwqr, when the 
grocer interpofing, faid, " Gentlemen,. I am: 
perfuaded that you are both perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the art. of phyfic^ thgrefo^ip,. 
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pray examine the fituation of my fon, and 
prefcribe what you Ihall judge proper for his 



cure." 



Accordingly, the little doftor enquired into 
the ftate of our patient, and after having made 
me obferve all the fymptoms of the difeafe, 
afked in what manner I propofed to treat him. 
" I am of opinion (faid I) that he ftiould be 
blooded every day, and drink hot water in 
abundance.'* At thefe words the little phy- 
fician faid with a fatirical grin, " And do you 
think thefe remedies will fave his life ?" Never 
doubt that (cried I, in a refolute tone) they 
mull certainly produce that efFeft, being (as 
DoAor Sangrado obferves) Ipecificsagainfl: all 
kinds of diftempers. " At that rate (replied 
he) Celfus is very much to blame, in affuring 
us, that for the more eafy cure of a dropfy, it 
is requifite to make the patient fufFer both hun- 
ger and thirft.*' — " Oh Celfus (Irefumedisnot 
my oracle: he was as liable to miftakes as any 
other ; and I have fometimes found my account 
in afting quite contrary to his opinion.'*—-" I 
perceive by your difcourfe (faid Cuchillo) the 
lure and fatisfaftory method that Doftor San- 
grado would infinuate into young praftitioners : 
the whole of his praftice confifts in bleeding 
and aqueous draughts s therefore I am not at 
all furprifed to fee fo many honeft peoj^e die 
under his hands." — " None of your inveftiveSy 
(faid I, interrupting him with fome heat) it 
does not look well to hear a man of your pro- 
feflion cafl: fuch refleftions* Come, come> Mr. 

Dodtor, 
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Do6lor, abundance of fick people are fent to 
the other world without being blooded, or 
drinking hot watery and I don't doubt that 
you have difmiffcd your ihare of them: if 
you have any thing to fay againit Doftor San- 
grado, commit it to paper i he will anfwer it, 
and we fhall foon fee on which fide the . 
laughers are." — " By St. Jago and St. Denis! 
(cried he in a rage) you are little acquainted 
with Doftor Cuchillo! Know, friend, that I 
Jiave both teeth and nails, and aip not at all 
afraid of Sangrado, who, in fpite of his va- 
nity and prefumption is a downright ninny/* 
The appearance of the little doftor making 
me defpife his wrath, I replied with great 
bitternefsi he anfwered in the fame manner, 
and we came to fifty cufi^s in a very fhort time : 
feme blows pafled, and each of us loft an 
handful of hair, before the grocer and his 
kinfman could part us; which when they had 
accomplilhcd, 1 was paid for my vifit and dif- 
miflTed, while they retained my antagonift, 
who feemed to them the more Ikilful of the 
two. 

After this adventure, I had like to have 
xnet with another as bad : for going to vifit a 
fat chanter who was ill of a fever, I no fooner 
mentioned hot water, than he fell into a rage 
againft the fpecific, curled and fwore, called 
me a tlioufand names, and even threatened to 
throw me out of the window. I moved off 
frfter than I came in, and not choofing to fee 
any more patients that day, betook myfelf to 

the 
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thehoufe appointed for the rendezvous be*- 
twecn me and Fabricius, who was already 
there : and as we found ourfel ves in a frolick- 
fome humour, 'we drank hard, and went home 
in a ftate of elevation --^^that is, half feas oven 
Signor Sangrado did not obferve that I 
was drunk, becaufe he miftook my extrava- 
•gant geftures in recounting the quarrel I Jiad 
"with the little doftor, for an effeft of the 
emotion occafioned by the battle: befides, 
having been principally concerned in our dif- 
^ilte, he became a party, andpiqusd at Cu- 
chillo, feid, ** Thou haft done well, Gil Bias, 
in defending the honour of our remedies 
againft that little abortion of the faculty. He 
aiSirms then, that aqueous draughts are im- 
proper for the dropfy! Ignorant wretch! I 
maintain— I do— that a dropfical patient can- 
'not drink too much. Yes, water (added he) 
can cure all kinds of dropfies, as well as rheu- 
Irtndtifms, and the green-ficknefs; it is more- 
<:>ver excellent in fevers where the patient burns 
3nd Ihivers at the fame time: and of incre- 
dible efFeft even in thofe diftempers that are 
irnputed to cold, ferous, and phlegmatic hu * 
mours: this opinion may appear ftrange to 
"fuch raw phyficians as Cuchillo^ but it is ea- 
Tily fupported by theory and praftices and if 
Tuch as he were capable of reafoning philo- 
■fophically, inftead of decrying my method, 
they would become my moft zealous parti- 
zans.'* 

1^ He 



fe 1 L B L A S. 145 

He did not therefore fufpeft my being fud* 
•died, fo much was he enraged; for, in order 
to inflame him the more agaihft the little doc- 
tor, I had thrown into my ftory fome cin- 
cumftances of my own invention. Neverthe^ 
Icfsy fired as he was with what I had told 
him, he perceived that I drank more water 
that evening than ufual, the wine having made 
me very thirfty. Any other than Sangrado 
would have fufpefted my extraordinary 
drought, and the great draughts I fwallowed; 
tbtit he firmly believed that I began to rclilh 
-watery potions; and faid, with a fmile, *' I fee, 
Gil Bias, thou haft no longer an averfion to 
water. Heaven be praifed, thou drinkeft 
it now like neftar. A change that does 
^^ not furprife me at all, my friend^ for I 
knew that it would foon grow familiar to 
thy tafte." — " Sir (I replied) there is a 
'^^ time for all things : I would not at prefent 
^* give a pint of water for an hogfliead of 
*^ wine." The doftor, charmed with this 
•anfwer, did not negledt fuch a fair opportu- 
nity of extolling the eKcelleiice of water; but 
'Uttered a new eulogium on it, not like a cold 
advocate, but with all the fervour of an en- 
thufiaft. ^^ A thoufand times (cried he) a 
*' thoufand and ten thoufand times more va- 
** luable and innocent than the tav^-ns of our 
*' days were thofe baths of ages paft, into 
'^ which people did not go to proftitute in a 
'^ fhameful manner their lives and fortunes 
-^^ by glutting themfelves wiEh wine; but 
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•* where people met for amufement, and drank 
•* hot water with honour and fecurity! One 
^* cannot enough admire the wife provifion of 
** thofe matters of civil life, who eftabliftied 
** public places where water was freely given 
*' to all comers, and who fecured the wine 
*^ in the (hops of apothecaries, permitting it 
** to be ufed by the prefcriptioiis of phyfici- 
•* ans only. What furprifing fagacity ! It is 
** doubtlefs (added he) owing to fome lucky 
*' remains of that ancient frugality, worthy 
" of the golden age, that there are ftill a few 
** who, like thou and I, drink nothing but 
** water ; and, who as a prefervative rrom> 
** or cure of all diftempers, truft to hot wa- 
*^ ter unboiled : for I have obferved that boiU 
*' ed water is more heavy and lefs agreeable 
^* to the ftomach." 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I 
had like to have laughed in his face more than 
once: I kept my gravity however. I did 
more. — I entered into the doftor's fentiments, 
inveighed againft the ufe of wine, and la- 
ipented that mankind had contra&ed a taftc for 
fuch a pernicious liquor. Then (as my thirft 
was not fufficiently quenched) I filled a large 
goblet with water, and having fwallowed long 
draughts of it, " Come, Sir (faid I to my 
mafter) let us regale ourfelves with this 
benevolent liquor, and revive in your houfe 
" thofe antient baths which you regret fo 
** much.'* He applauded my zeal, and dur- 
ing a whole quarter of an hour, exhorted me to 

drink 
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drink nothiag but water, In order to fami- . 
liarize myfelf to this prcfcription, I promifed 
to fwallow a great quantity every evenings 
and that I might the nwre eafily perform my 
promife went to bed with a refolution of go- 
ing to the tavern every day. 
' The oppofition I met with at the grocer's 
houfe, did not deter me from prefcribing warm 
water ^nd bleeding, next day. As I came 
'out of a houfe where I had been to vifit a 
frantic poet, I met an old woman in the ftreet, 
who accofting Doe, afked, if I was aphyfician; 
when I anfwered in^ riie affirmative, '^ Well 
then (faid flie) I moft humbly beg you will 
come along with me ; my niece was yefterday 
taken lU^ and I don't know what is the mat- 
ter with her." 1 followed the old gentlewo- 
man, who conducted me to a houfe, and in • 
troduced me to a pretty neat chamber, where 
I found a perfon in bed, and going toward^ 
her, in order to enquire into the fymptoms of 
her difeafe, was immediately (truck with her 
features, which when I had obferved fome - 
minutes, I recollefted her to be no other than 
the female adventurer who had fo dextroufly 
a<5ted the part of Camilla. As for her part^ 
Ihe did not feem to remember me; whether, 
the oppreffion of her own diftemper, or my 
phyfical garb, fecured me from her recollec- 
tion — Laying hold of her arm, in order to 
feel the pulfe, I perceived my ring upon her 
finger; at fight of which I felt a terrible 
emotion, and a violent defire of attempting 
Vol- 1. 11 \^ 
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to retrieve it: but confidering that the wo- 
men might fall a crying, and Don Raphael, 
or fome other champion of the fair fcx, come 
to their affiftance, I was at pains to refill the 
temptation, and imagining it would be better 
to diflemble, and take the advice of Fabri- 
cius, ftuck to this laft refolution. In the 
mean time the old woman prefling me to let 
her know the nature of her niece's diftemper, 
I was not fool enough to own myfelf ignorant 
ofthemaaters but, on the contrary, affedbing 
the man of fkill, and copying my mafter's 
deportment, I told her, with great gravity, that 
the diftemper proceeded from the patient's 
want of perfpiration, arid that, of confequence, 
fhe muft be fpeedily blooded, that evacuation 
being the only fubftitute of perfpiration : I 
likewife prefcribed warm water, that the rules 
of our praftife might be exaftly obferved. 

Having made my vifit as fhort as poflible, 
I ran to find the fon of Niinnez, whom 1 met 
at the door, going out to execute a commif- 
fion for his mailer: I told him my new ad- 
venture, alking, if he thought I Ihould caufe 
Camilla to be arretted in courfe of law? He 
anfwered, " Not at all. That is not the way 
to fee thy ring again; fox the officers of juf- 
tice hate to make reftitution. Remember the 
jail of Aftorga, where thy horfe, money, and 
even thy clothes were detained by thefe har- 
pies. We muft rather make ufe of our own 
induftry, in recovering thy jewel; Til under- 
take to find out fome ftratagem for that pur- 

pofe, 
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pofe 5 and I will think of it in my way to the 
hofpital, where, 1 carry a fhort meffage to the 
fteward, from my matter : go and wait for 
me at our tavern, and be not impatient, for 
I will be with thee in a very little time." 

He did not, however, arrive at the rendez- 
vous, till after I had been there three hours; and 
then fo difguifed, that at firft I did not know 
him: for he changed his drefs, twilled his 
hair into a queue, covered one half of his face 
v/ith a pair of artificial whifkers, provided 
himfelf with a huge fword, the hilt of which 
was at leaft three feet in circumference j and 
marched at the head of five men who looked 
as fierce as himfelf, and wore alfo long rapiers 
and thick muftachios.. *^ Your 'ervant, Si- 
gnor Gil Bias (faid he, accofting me) you fee 
in me an alguazil of a new ftamp, and in 
thefe brave fellows who accompany me, fol- 
diers of the fame model. Show us only the 
houfe of the woman who ftole your diamond, 
and be aflured that we wdll make her reftore 
it in a twinkling." I embraced Fabricius at 
this difcourfe, which explained the ftratagem 
he intended to put in praftice in my behalf; 
and aflured him that I very much approved 
of his expedient. I faluted alfo the falfe fol- 
diers, who were three valets, and two journey- 
men barbers of his acquaintance, whom he 
had engaged to aft this part. Having treat- 
ed the whole brigade with wine, we went 
all together, in the twilight, to Camilla's lodg- 
ings, and knocked at the door, which the old 

H 2 v^orcv^xv 
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woman opening, and taking niiy attendants 
for the terriers of juftice who never entered 
that houfc without caufe, was feized with con- 
llernation. ** Courage, good mother (faid 
Fabricius to her) we arc come hither only 
on account of a fmall affair that will foon be 
determined/* So faying, we advanced to the 
chamber of the fick perfon, conduced by the 
old woman, who walked before, lighting us 
with a wax taper in a filver candleftick. Ta- 
king the candle in my hand, I went towards 
the bed, and difcovering my face to Camilla, 
" Perfidious woman! (faid I) behold the too 
credulous Gil Bias, whom you have tricked. 
Ah wretch ! I have found you at laft, and the 
corregidor, in confequence of my informa*- 
tion, has ordered this alguazil to apprehend 
you. Come, Mr. Tipftaff (faid I to Fabri- 
cius) do your office." — ".There is no occa- 
fion (anfwered he, raifing his voice) for ex- 
horting me to do my duty. I remember that 
there creature, who has been a long tinnc 
marked in my memorandum-book, with red 
ktters. Rife, my princels (added he) drefs 
yourfelf with all difpatch. I intend to be 
your ulher, and conduft you to the city jail, 
if you think well of it.'* 

At thefe words, Camilla, fick as (he was, 
perceiving that two of his followers, with the 
great whifkers, were about to drag her out by 
torce, fat up in her bed, clafped her hands in 
a fuppliant pofture, and looking at me with 
terror in htr eyes i " Signor Gil Bias (faid 

Ihe) 
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fhe) I conjure you by the chafte mother who 
bore you, to have pity upon niel though I 
am very guilty, I am ftill more unfortunate! 
don't ruin me I wU reftore your ring." So 
faying, fhe took it ofF from her finger, and 
put it into my hand. But I told her, my 
diamond alone would not fufRce: and that fhe 
muft, befidcs, make reflitution of the thoufand 
ducats which had been flolen from me in 
the furniihed lodging. " Oh Sigaor! (llie 
replied) do not aflc your ducats of mej the 
traitor Don Raphael, whom I have not feen 
fince that time, carried them oflF the fame 
night." — " Oho, my little darling (faid Fa- 
briclus to her) you think to get out of the 
fcrape, . by denying you had any fhare of the 
b<V>ty? but you Ihan't be fo eafily quit, I 
afTure you : your being an accomplice of Don 
Raphael is a fufficient reafon for obliging you 
to give an account of your pafl lire. You 
have, doubtlefs, a great many things on youf 
confcience, and therefore you fhall go to pri- 
fon, if you pleafe, and make a general con- 
feffion. I will carry this old gentlewoman 
thither alfo (added he) for I imagine fhe 
knows a great many curious ftories which the 
^ €X>rregidor will not be forry to hear." 

At thefe words the two women put every 
thing in pradice to melt us, fUling the cham- 
ber with cries> groans, and lamentations: while 
the old woman on her knees, fbmetimes before 
the alguazil, and fometimes before his attend- 
ipitsj endeavoured to move their compafTioiiv 
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Camilla implored me in the moft affeding 
manner, to fave her from the hands of juftice. 
Upon which I pretended to re-lent, faying to 
the fon of Nunnez, Mr. Officer, fincc I have 
got my diamond, I am fatisfied. I don't de- 
fire to give this poor woman any further trou- 
ble: and would not even feek the death of a 
finner. " For Ihame (faid he) a man of 
your humanity would make a bad trooper: 
but I muft acquit myfeif of my cammiflion, 
by which I am exprefsly ordered to apprehend 
thefe infantas: for the corregidpr wants to 
make an example of them." For heaven's 
fake! (I replied) have fome regard to in trea- 
ty, and abate a little of your feverity, in con- 
fideration of the prefent which thefe ladies 
will offer. "Oh? that's another affair (faid 
he) ; that is what we call a figure of rhetoric 
well placed — Come, let us fee what they have 
got to give me." — " i have (faid Camilla) a 
pearl-necklace and ear-rings of a confiderable 
value." Here fhe v/as interrupted with. " Yes, 
but if they come from the Philippine ifles, 
rU have none of them." — " You may take 
them, upon my word, I'll warrant them 
** genuine," (faid fhe) ; at the fame time de- 
firing the old woman to bring a little hoK, 
out of which fhe took the necklace and ear- 
rings, and put them into the alguazil's hand. 
Though he knew no more of jewels than I did, 
he was perfuaded that the diamonds of the 
ear-rings were genuine, as well as the pearis 
of the necklace i therefore having examiii^ 

them 
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them attentively, '* Thefejewels (faidhe)feem 
^* to be of a good water, and provided the 
'^ lilver candleftick, which Signor Gil Bias 
** has in his hand, be added to them, I won't 
" anfwer for my fidelity," I don't believe 
(faid I to Camilla) that you will for a trifle, 
break off a treaty fo much to your advantage. 
So faying I gave the light to the old woman, 
and the candleftick to Fabricius, who being 
fatisfied with what he had got, becaufe (per- 
haps) he faw nothing elfe in the room which 
he could eafily carry off, faid to the ladies, 
*^ Adieu, myprinceflesj live in peace. I will 
^' fpeak to the corregidor, and reprefent you 
*' whiter than fnow : for fuch as we can give 
what turn we pleafe to things, and never 
tell him the plain truth, except when we 
*' are under no temptation to lie." 

CHAP. V. 

Thefequel of the ring retrieved. Gil Bias quits 
the frofejjton of phyjicky and makes his retreat 
from Valladolid, 

AFTER having in this manner executed 
the fcheme of Fabricius, we left Ca- 
milla's lodgings, (Congratulating ourfclves up- 
on a piece of fuccefs that even furpajQTed our 
expeftations for we had laid our account with, 
recovering the ring only. However, we car- 
ried off the reft without ceremony; and, far 
from making a fcruple of robbing courtezans, 
we thought we had done a meritorious a£tion* 
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— " Gentlemen faid Fabriciu^ (when he had 
got into the ftreet) it is my opinion that 
wefhould go back to the tavern, and.lpend 
the night in making merry. To-morrow 
*^ we will fell the candleftick, necklace, and 
*' ear-rings, and (hare the money like bro- 
'* thers; after which we will return to our 
'* feveral homes, and make the beft excufe we 
*^ can to our mailers." This propofal of 
the alguazil feemed very reafonable to us all i 
we returned to the tavern, fome of us be- 
lieving we could eafily find an excufe for hav- 
ing lain abroad, and others not Caring whe- 
ther they fliould be difmifled or no. 

We ordered a good fupper, and fat down 
to table with as much appetite as good hu- 
mour. The repaft was feafoned with a thou- 
fand agreeable fallies; and Fabricius, in par- 
ticular, enlivened the converfation, and di- 
verted us all extremely, by innumerable ftrokes 
replete with Caftilian fait, which is equal at 
leaft to the ancient Attic. — But while we 
were in this joyful difpofiton, our nnirth was 
all of a fudden overcaft by an unforefeen ac- 
cident. A man bf a pretty good mien enter- 
ed the room where we were at fupper, follow- 
ed by t>t^ others of terrible afpedt j after theft 
three mote appeared ; and we counted no lefa 
than twelve who came in thus, three by three^ 
armed with carabines, fwords, and bayoftets* 
—We foon perceived them to be the foldiers 
of the patrole, and it was hot difficult ti> 
guefs their intention i wherefore wc h^ fom« 

thougbt&j 
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thoughts at firft of making refiftancc; but 
they furrounded us in an inftant, and kept us 
in awe, as well by their numbers as their fire-- 
arms.—" Gentlemen (faid their commander 
** to us with a fneer) I know by what ingeni* 
** ous artifice you have recovered a ring from 
'* the hands of a certain fhe-adventurer J and, 
" to befure the contrivance is excellent, and 
richly defcrves a public recompence, which 
you Ihall by no means mifs. — Jufticc has 
already appointed an apartment for you in 
" her own houie, and will not fail to reward 
*' fuch a mafterly attempt/' This difcourfc 
very much difconcerted all thofe to whom it 
l^as addrefled : our countenances changed, and 
we felt, in our turn, the fame fear with which 
we liad infpired Camilla, tabricius, however, 
.though pale and difmayed, endeavoured to juf- 
tify what we had done. " Sir (faid he) as w^ 
** had no bad intention, this little trick might 
" be forgiven." — " How the devil! (cried 
•* the commandant in a rage) do you call this 
** a little trick? Don't you know that it is a 
^* hanging matter? For, befidesthat no man 
** is allowed to do juftice himfelf without 
^* the cognizance of the law, you have carried 
** oS^ a candleftick, necklace, and •ear- rings 
^* that did not belong to you ; and which ia 
** ftill worfe, in order to commit that rob- 
'*^ bery, you have difguifed yourfelves like 
•** tipftaves. - Wretches ! to drefs yourfelves 
*** in the habrt of fach honourable people to 
** do^inilbhicf* liball think you very luckva 
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" if you are only fentenced to the gallies.^ 
When he had convinced ns that the affair was 
much more ferious than we at ftrft imagined, 
we fell down together at his feet, and begged 
he would have pity on our youth. But ouf 
prayers were unregarded; and befides, he re- 
jefted a propofal we made of quitting to him 
the necklace, ear rings, and candleftick-: even 
my ring was refufed, becaufe I fuppofe it was 
offered before too much company.' — In ftiorr, 
he was quite inexorable; ordered my compa- 
nions to be difarmed, and carried us all toge- 
ther to the public jail. In our way thither one 
of the guard told me, that the old woman who 
lived with Camilla, fufpefting that . we were 
not the real foot-pads of juftice^ hrad followed 
us to the tavern; and there being confirmed in 
her opinion, had revenged herfelf upon ' us, 
by informing the patrole of the whole affair. 

We were immediately plundered of every 
thing; the necklace, diamonds, and candle- 
ftick feized; as alfo my ring, together with 
the ruby of the Philippine ifles, which I had 
unfortunately in my pocket. They did not 
even fpare the rials which I had that day re- 
ceived for my prefcriptions; which was a furc 
fign to nfe that the people belonging to juftice 
at Valladblid are as expert in their office a^ 
thofe at Aftorga, and that the manners of all 
thefe gentlemen are every where alike. While 
1 was rifled of my jewels and cafh, the officer 
of the patrole recounted our adventure to thefe 
agents of the plunder^ and the affair fecmed 

to 
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to them of fuch a ferious nature, that tlie ma- 
jority thought we deferved a halter: but others 
lefs fevere imagined we might get off for two 
hundred lafties each, and a few years fervice in 
the gallies. — Until the corregidor Ihould think 
proper to decide our affair, we were locked up 
in a dungeon, where we lay upon ftraw, with 
which it was ftrewed like a ftable littered for 
horfes. — Here we might have remained long 
enough, and atlaft exchanged our habitation 
for the gallies, had not Signor Manuel Or- 
donnez next day heard of our misfortune, and 
refolved to procure the liberty of Fabricius, 
which he could not do without obtaining alfo 
the difmiflion of us all. Being a man very 
much efteemed in the city, he did not fpare 
foilicitations, and partly by his own credit, 
and partly by that of his friends, at the end 
of three days effefted our enlargement. But we 
did not come out as we had gone in; the can- 
dleftick, necklace, and ear-rings, my ring, 
ruby, and rials being detained: which made 
me remember thofe verfes of Virgil^ that be- 
^in with " Sic vos non vobis.'' 

As. foon as we were fet at liberty we return- 
ed to our matters; and Dodlor Sangrado re- 
ceived me very kindly, faying, ** My poor 
*^ Gil Bias, I did not hear of thy misfortune 
** till this morning, and was juft going to 
« make ftrong foilicitations in thy behalf. 
*' Thou muft confole thyfelf my friend, for 
" this accident, and attach thyfelf more than 
" ever to phyfiic." — " That is my defign, 
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(faid I)/' And trucly I thought of h6th\h% 
tift. Far from wanting bufinefs, it happtned^ 
ta my maftet" had foretold, that difterhpers wetfe 
Very rife, the fmall pox and putrid fever be- 
ginning to ravage the city and fuburb'S; lb 
that all the phyficians in Valladolid, and wfe iii 
particular had abundance of praftice.^ — Scarcfe 
a day pafled in which we did nbt vifit eight or 
ten patients, each; from whence it may bfe 
feafily conceived what a quantity of blood Was 
fpilt and water drank. But, I do not knb* 
how it happened, all our fick died either oh 
account of our mal-praftice, or becaufe theilr 
difeafes were incurable. — Certain it is, we v^ry 
feldom had occafion to make three vifits to ohfe 
patient: at the fecond, we were eithef tgld 
that he was juft going to be buried, or found 
him at thelaftgafp; and as I was but a young 
phyfician, who had not yet time to be inureo 
to murder, I began to be very uneafy at thcfa- 
tal events which might be laid to my charge.— 
** Sir (faid I, one evening to Dr. Sangrado) 
*' I take heaven to witnels that I follow your 
method with the utmoft exadnefs j yet nc^ 
verthelefs, every one of my patients leaves 
^' me in the lurch. It looks, as if they took a 
** pleafure in dying, merely to bring our prac- 
" tice intodifcredit. This very day I met two 
** of them going to their long home."' — " Why 
•* truely, child (anfwered he) I have reaibn to 
*' make pretty much the fame obfervation : I 
** have not often the fatisfidtion of curing 
** thofe who fall into my hands i and if I was 

« not 
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^* fiot lb fvYt as I am of the prmtilples oh i?hich 
^^ I prbceecj, I (hould think my remedies were 
** pernixridus in almoft all the cafes that come 
^* under my care."-—** If you will take my 
^' advice, Sir (faid I) We will change our me^ 
** thod, and give chemical preparations to our 
** patients, through turibfity; the worft that 
** c^n happen will only be> that they produce 
^* the fame efFeft that follows our bleedings 
'^ and warm water."—** I would willing^ 
** makfe that experiment (he replied) proyi- 
^^ ded it could have no bad confequence; but I 
** have publi(hed a book, in which I have ex- . 
** tolled the ufeof frequent bleeding and aque- 
^* ous draughts; and wouldft thou have mt 
. V go and decry my own work ?"-^" Oh ! you 
** ate certainly in the right (fard I) you mutt 
^ tiot give your enemies fuch a triumph over 
** you : they would fay you are at laft difa- 
^ bufed; and therefore ruin your rqjutationt 
** perifh, rather the nobility, clergy, andptbi- 
"** plei atid let us continue in our old path. 
** Afret- all, our b%-other doftors, notwitW- 
*^ Handing their avcrfionfot bleedirrg, perform 
** is few miracles as we do; and I believe their 
'•* drugs are no better than our fpecifics." 

We^went to work, therefore, afrefli, ^hfl 
toroteeded in fuch a manner, that in lefs th^h 
fix Weeks we made more widows and orphans 
than the fiege of Troy.. By the number d^ 
buriais, one W6uld have thought that the 
Jplaguc was in Vallafdolid ; and eVery day, fomt 
father tame to our houfe to dcmtod aw ^<:> 
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count of his fon, whom we had raviflied from 
-him, or fome uncle, to upbraid us with his ne- 
.phew's death. As for the fons and nephews, 
whofe father's and uncles we had difpatched, 
they never appeared to complain: the huf- 
bands too were very civil, and never cavilled 
with us about the lofs of their wives. But 
thofe afflidted people, whofe reproaches we 
were obliged to undergo, were fometimes, 
very brutal in their grief, and called us igno- 
rant aflaflins. As they did not fpare me in 
particular, I was ^fflidted by their epithets: 
* out my mailer, who was ufed to fuch acci- 
dents, heard them without jthe leaft emotion. 
I might, perhaps, in time, have been accuf- 
tomed to reproach, as well as he,, if heaven, 
doubtlefs to rid the fick people in Valladolid 
of one of their mofl: fevere fcourges, had not 
produced an occafion that gave me a difguft 
Jto phyfic, which I pradtifed with fo little fuc- 
cefs. 

There was in our neighbourhood a tennis- 
court, to which the idle people in town daily 
refortcd, and, among the reft, one of your 
profefled bullies, who take upon themfelves 
the office of arbiters, and decide all differences 
that happen. He was from Bifcay, his name . 
Don Rodrigo de Mondragon, about thirty 
years of age, of an ordinary make, but lean 
and mufcular; he had two little twinkling 
eyes, that rolled in his head, and threatened 
every body he looked at; a very flat nofe, 
placed between red whilkers, that curled up 

• • • 
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to his very temples, and a manner of ^peaking 
fo rough and pafljonate, that his wor^s Itruck 
terror ijito eVery body. This racket- brcakc;r 
had noade himfelf tyrant of the tennis-court;, 
where he judged 'all the difputes that happened 
among tbofe who played, in the moft imperi- 
ous mafiner^ and; no man durft appeal from his 
:decifiOn, AinJiSifsihe could refolve to fight him 
jiextdajFi iiSuGHas.I have defcribed Don Ro- 
drigOj.whoy/potwithftanding the Don he had 
prefixed to hi^. name, was an arrant rafcal, he 
captivated the miftrefs of the tennis-court?, 
who was a woman about forty years of age, 
rich and agreeable enough, and in the fifteenth 
montli of her widowhood. I know not how 
he won her heart; for doubtlefs it was not 
by his beauty; but furely, by that y<? ne /cat 
quoi which cannot be exprefled. Be that as it 
will, fhe had a.paffion for him, and actually 
defigned to take him for her hufbandj but 
while preparations were making for the con- 
fummation of that affair, fhe fell fick, and 
.unhappily employed me as her phyfician. Ir 
her diftemper had not been a malignant (tvtt^ 
my pfefcriptions were fufEcient to endangqr 
her life; fo that-in four days, I filled the 
.tennis-court with mourning; the miftrefs went 
the way of aU amy patients, and her relations 
took poff^flion of her eftate^ Don Rodrigo, 
;made defperate by the lofs of his miftrefs, or 
rather by being baulked in his.expeftatioxi of ^ 
very advantageous match, not only curfed and 
reviled me, bjit alfo fwore, that he would rua 
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mc through the body whenever he could catch 
me, and exterminate mc from the face of the 
earth. A charitable neighbour informed mc 
of this oath> and advifed me not to ftir abroad^ 
for fear of meeting this devil of a man. This 
advice, which I had no intention to negleft, 
filled me with confufion and difmay : I fancied 
inceflfantly, that I faw this furious Biicayan 
coming into the houle; and could not enjoy 
one moment's repofe. This efl^dtually de- 
tached me from phyfic, and my folc care was 
how to free myfclf from difquiet: I refumed 
my embroidered fuit, and after having bid 
adieu to my matter, who could not perfuade 
me to ftay, quitted the city at day-break, not 
without apprehcnfion of meeting Dob Rodr^ 
in my way. 

CHAP. VI. 

Cjfbis route when he left Valladolid-y and tTotftr- 

Jon he joined on his road, ^ 

I Walked very faft, looking behind me from 
time to time, to fee if this formidabte Bit- 
tayan was not at my hedss my imagination • 
being fo much pofleflTcd by that fellow, that! 
took every tree or bu(h I faw for him j aftd 
wery moment felt my heart dirot> with fear. 
I plucked up my courage however when i 
had got a good league, and continued -at 4n 
leafier pace my journey towards Madrid, whi- 
ther my purpofe was to go. I fhould have 
quitted Valladoiid without *ejgret> iwid I nctt 

I been 
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been forry to part from Fabricius^ my dear 
Pylades, to whom I could not fo much as bid 
adieu: but it gave me no mortification to re- 
nounce phyfic : on the contrary, I begged par- 
don of God, for having exercifed it at all 5 
though I did not fail to count, with pleafure, 
the money I had in my purfe, notwithftanding 
its being the falary of my affaflinations : in that 
refpeft refembling thofe ladies of pleafurc, 
who reform their morals, but ncvcrthciefs, 
keep faft hold of the wages of fin. My whole 
fortune amounted to pretty near the value of 
five ducats, in rials^ on the ftrengthof which 
I expeftcd to reach Madrid, where I did not 
doubt of finding fome good place: bcfides, I 
longed pafllonately to fee that auguft city, 
which had been extolled to me as the epitome 
of all the wonders of the wdrld* 

While I recollefted all that I had heard in 
its praife, and enjoyed its pleafures by antici- 
pation, I heard the voice of a man behind me, 
fingiftg at full ftretch: he had a leathern wallet 
on his back, aguittarre hanging about hisneck, 
a long fword oy his fide, and walked fo faft, 
that he was up with me in a very ihort time. 
Being one of the two jourrieymcii barbers, 
With whom 1 had beeh imprifoned in the ad*- 
Venture of the ring, we knew one another im*- 
tnediately, though our dre& was altered, and 
were very much furpri^ed at meeting fo unex- 
beAediy on the highway. I affured him that 
X was extfemely glad to hive him for a fellow* 
trarellerj and hi^ j^ feemed ao teia at meeting. 



l62 The ADVENTURES of 

with me. I told him my reafon for quitting 
Valladolid; and he repofcd the fame confi- 
dence in me, by letting me know that he had 
quarrelled with his mailer, and bid him an 
eternal adieu. " If I had been inclined (ad- 
** ded he, to live any longer in Valladolid, I 
** could have found employment in abundance 
** offhopsj for, without vanity, I can han- 
** die a razor, and curl a muftachio, as weU 
** as e'er a barber in Spain, but I could no 
longer refift the violent defire I had to vifit 
the place of my nativity, from which I 
*' have been abfent thefe ten years: I want to 
breathe my own country air a little, and 
know the fituation of my family, with 
whom I hope to be in two days^ for they 
live at a place called Olmedo, a market- 
town on this fide of Segovia." 
Refolving to accompany this barber to his 
own home, and from thence go to Segovia, ia 
order to take the opportunity of fome conve- 
nience to Madrid, we purfued our journey, 
and dilcoiirfed of indifferent fubjeds. He was 
a voung fellow of fome wit and humour; and 
when we had converfed together an hour, he 
alkcd how my ftomach was difpofed : I an* 
fwcrcd, that he Ihould fee at the ..firft inn. 
Upon which he faid, " We had better make a 
paufe in the mean time: I have.fomething 
for breakfaft in my wallet; for when I tra- 
*^ vcl, I always take care to have provifion 
*^ along with. me: I don't trouble myfelf with 
," clothes, .liileA> L^nd other ufelefs baggage^ 

«' but 
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but refolving to have nothing fuperfluousy 
fill my knapfack with belly-timber, my ra- 
zors, and a wafh-ball." I commended his 
jdence, and confented, with 'all my heart, to 
: paufe he propofedj for I was hungry, and 
Aved to make a good meal, which I could 
but expeft, after what he had told me. 
* turned a little out of the highway, in or- 

to fit upon the grafs, where my friend the 
•ber took out his viftuals, confifting of five 
IX onions, with a few crufts of bread and 
efe; but what he produced as the beft fur- 
jre in his budget, was a little bottle full 

he faid) of delicate wine. Though our 
les were not very favoury, hunger, being 
y urgent to us both, made them relifli 
tty well ; and we emptied the bottle, which 
tained about two pints of a fort of wine 
t I don't chufe to boaft much of: after 
ch we got up, and continued, our journey 
1 great good humour. •: The-barberj who 

been informed by Fabricius that I had met 
h fome very particular adven turts, defired 
lear them from my own mouth; a fatisfac- 
. I could not refufe to a. man. who ha,d re- 
id me fo fumptuoufly. - Wjien.Iih^jgrafci- 

his curiofity, I told him hecoiuWijio no 
, in return for my complaifaace, \^han. re- 
nt the ftory of his own life. ." Oh!' as 
)r my ftory (cried he) it is not worth hear- 
ig, as it contains nothing but ordinary 
ifts : neverthelefs (added he) fince we have 
othing elfe to do, you fhall hear it^ fuck 
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*' as it is." So faying he related ic, nearly in 
-jhefe words. . 

CHAP. VI. 

The ftory cf the journeyman barhen 

FERDINANDPcrcsdclaFuenta>my grand- 
father , (I go to the fountain-head) after 
having been fifty years barber in the village ot 
Olnncdo, died, and left four fons, the eldeft 
of whom took poflefiion of his fhop, and fuc- 
ceeded him in the bufinefs j Bcrtrand, the fe- 
cond) having an inclination for trade, became 
a mercer i Thomas, who was the third, kept a 
fchool; and the fourth, whofe name was Pe- 
dro, feeling himfclf born for the belles lettrc», 
fold a little lot of ground which he had for 
his patrimony, and went to live at Madrid, 
where he hoped, one day to diftinguifli him- 
fclf by his wit and learning; while his three 
brothers did not feparate, but fettling at 01- 
medo, married the daughters of hufbandmcn, 
who, in lieu of fortune, brought them abua- 
dance of children, breeding as if it had been 
for a wager. My mother, the barber's wife> 
brought fix into the world, for her fliare, in 
the firft five years of her marriAgc^ of which 
ftumber I am one. My father taught me bc- 
tiifies to (have, and when I arrived atthcs^c 
of fifteen put this wallet upon my {hould6r% 
and girding me with a. long fword, faid„ •* Go, 
" DiegO) thou art now in a condition to g«n 
^^ a livelihood: go and ieethe wo(rld; uieu 

"baft 
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haft occafion for a little travelling to rub 
thee up, and make thee perfedl in thy bu- 
fincfs. March, and don't return to Olme- 
do before thou haft made a tour of Spain. 
Let me not hear from thee until this be 
*^ performed." At thefe words he embraced 
me very afFeftionately, and turned me out of 
doors* 

Such was the behaviour of my father at 

parting with me. But my mother, whofe 

manners were not quite fo rough, fecmed more 

affected on this occafion: flie let fall fomc 

tears, and even flipped a ducat privately into 

my hand. So 1 quitted Olmedo, and took the 

£oadto Segovia; of which, however, I had 

not walked above two hundred paces, when I 

ftopped to examine my knapfack, being defirous 

of feeing what it contained, and of knowing 

precifely the extent of my pofleffion. I found 

a caie and two razors, fo much wore, that 

they feemed to have ftiaved two generations, 

wifh a thong of leather to fet them, and a 

lump of foap : befides, there was a canvas 

Ihirt quite new, an old pair of my father's 

ihoes, and what gave me more pleafure than 

all the reft, twenty rials wrapped in a linen rag. 

This was my whole fortune, by which you 

may conclude, that mafter Nicholas the. barber 

relied a good deal on my (kill, fince he fent 

me away fo poorly provided. Neverthelefs, 

the poflcflion of a ducat and twenty rials did 

not fail to charm a young fellow like me, 

who had never before been maftcr of coin: I 
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believed my funds were incxhauftiblc, and con- 
tinued my journey in a tranfport of joy, ajd- 
miring, every moment, the hilt of my fword, 
which thumped againft my hams, or got be- 
tween my legs, at every ftep. 

Arriving at the village of Ataqpine5, in 
the evening, very (harp fet, I went. to lodge at 
an inn, and, as if I had been a man of for- 
tune, called for fupper, with ^n.air qi au- 
thority : the landlord having fufveyed me 
fome time, and feeing who he had to do with, 
faid, in a very obliging manner, " Matter, 
" you ftiall be fatisfied ; we will treat you like 
^^ a prince." So faying, he ihowed me into 
a little room 1 where, in a quarter of an hour, 
they brought me a ragout: made of ram cat, 
which I eat as greedily as if it had been 
compofed of a rabbit or hare. This excellent 
dilh was accompanied with wine, fo good, as 
he faid, that the king himfelf could not drink 
better. Notwithftanding this eulogium, I per- 
ceived it was curfedly fouri but this did^iiOt. 
hinder me from doing as much honour to it, 
as I had already done to the ragout: aad, to 
complete the treatment of a prince, I was con- 
duced to a couch, more proper for encourag- 
ing watchfulnefs than fleepj being a truckle- 
bed, fo narrow and fliort, that, little as I waSj 
I had no room to lie in it with my legs ex- 
tended: befides.infteadof a mattrafs and fea- 
ther-bed, it had only a wretched flock-bed, 
covered with a doubled fheet, which had ferv- 
ed an hundred different travellers, at leaft, 

fincc 
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fince the laft wafhing. Neverthelcfs, in fuch 
a convenience, my ftomach full of ragout, 
and that delicious wine which the landlord 
had recomnnended, thanks to my youth and 
conftitution, I enjoyed a found fleep, and fpent 
the night without indigeftion. 
^ Next day, after having breakfafted, and 
paid fauce for my good cheer, I made but 
one ftage to Segovia; and, on my firfl arrival, 
had the good fortune to be employed in a (hop 
for my board and lodging: here, howevef, 
I ftayed but fix months; being fediiced by a 
brother journeyman of my acquaintance, who 
longed to fee Madrid; and with whom I fet 
out for that city. There I got a place on the 
fame terms as at Segovia, in a well accuftom* 
ed fhop, much frequented on account of the 
neighbourhood of the church of Santa Cruz, 
and the prince's theatre: my mafter, two 
journeymen, and I, being fcarce fufficient to 
trim ail our cuftomers, who confifted of peo- 
ple of all ranks, and, among others of play- 
ers and authors. One day, two perfons of 
the laft profeffion, being there together, be- 
gan to difcourfe about the poetry and poets of 
the time, and hearing them mention the name 
of my uncle, I liftened to their converfation 
with great attention. " Don Juan de Zava- 
•V kta (faid one of them) is an author, in my 
" opinion, beneath the public notice: a cold 
•** genius, a man without fancy: his laft piece 
*^ has done him infinite prejudice/' " And pray 
** (faid the other) has ever Lewis Velez de 
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*' Guevara produced a good work ? Was ever 
any thing more wretched than his perfor- 
mances ?" They named a great maay more 
poets, whom I have forgot. I remember on- 
ly, that they fpoke contemptuoufly of them 
all, except my uncle, of whom they made 
honourable mention, agreeing that he was a 
lad of merit. *^ Yes (faid one of them) 
" Don Pedro de la Fuenta isan excelkot 
*^ writer: his books contain a delicate raillery 
** mixed with erudition, which makes them 
^^ agreeably fatirical; and I am not at all fur* 
*^ prized at his being efteemed by the court 
f^ and city, or at his receiving falaries from 
*^ feveral grandees/' — " He has, indeed (faid 
^* the other) enjoyed a pretty large income 
** thefe many years; and as he lives with the 
♦* Duke of Medina Cell, and fpends litde, 
*' muft be worth a confiderable fum of mo- 
'' ney.,' 

I did not lofe one word which the poets faid 
concerning my uncle, who, we had heard in 
the family, made a noife in Madrid, by bis 
works, fome people travelling though Olmc* 
do having told us fo j but as he neglcftcd to 
let us hear from him, and feemed quite de- 
tached from his relations, we, on our parti 
lived with as great indifference towards him* 
True blood is, however, always guided l^ * 
fure inftinft: as foon as I heard that he was 
in good circumftances, and knew where he 
-lodged, I was tempted to wait upon hims 
though one thing embarraifed me not a little; 

his 
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his being called Don Pedro by the authors. 
That Don gave foine uneafinefs, and I was 
afraid he might be fome other poet than my 
uncle. I was not, however, flopped by this 
confideration i but imagined that he might 
have been ennobled on account of his wit, and 
therefore refolved to go and fee him. For 
this purpofc, with my mailer's permiflion, I 
dreffcd myfdf one morning, as well as I could, 
and went out of the fliop, not a little proud 
of being nephew to a man who had acquired 
fuch reputation by his genius. As the bar- 
bers are not the lead vain people in the world, 
I began to conceive a great opinion of myfelf, 
and, ftrutting with an haughty air, enquired 
for the houfe of the Duke de Medina Celi, 
where prefenting myfelf at the gate, and fay- 
ing, I wanted to fpeak with Don Pedro de la 
Fuenta, the porter pointed with his finger to 
a little ftair-cafe, at the farther end of a court, 
which he bid me afcend, and knock at the 
firft door on my right hand: I did fo, and 
(a young man coming out) aflced if Signor 
Don Pedro de la Fuenta lodged there. *' Yes 
*^ (faid he) but you cannot fee him at pre- 
.« fcnt." — " I fhould be very glad (I replied) 
*^ to fpeak with himj for I bring him news 
" of his family." — ** If you could bring him 
news of the pope (&id ^ he) I would not 
introduce you to^ hi^ chamber juft now; 
♦** for he is compofing 5 and when that is the 
*^ cafe, we muft take care not to diflurb his 
** imagination ; he will not be vifible till noon^ 
Vol, I. I ^^ \^ 
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** fo that you may go and take a turn, and 
*' come back about that time* 

I took his advice, and walked through the 
city the whole morning, thinking continually 
on the reception I fliould meet with from my 
uncle, who I imagined would be extremely 
glad to fee me: I judged of his fentimcnts by 
my own, and preparing myfelf for a very 
tender fcene, returned to his lodgings, with all 
(diligence at the hour prefcribed. " You arc 
** come in the very nick of time (faid his 
*^ valet) for my mafter is juft going outj 
ftay here a minute, and I will let him know 
you are come." So faying, he left me in 
an outward room, and returning in a moment 
condufted me into the chamber of his mafter, 
whofe face had fo much of our family air in 
it, that I was ftnfck with the refemblance, 
and could not help thinking it was my very 
uncle Thomas whom I had left at home. 
Having faluted him with profound refpeft, I 
told him I was the fon of mafter Nicolas dc 
la Fuenta, barber in Olmedo; that I had 
worked at my father's bufinels thefc three 
weeks at Madrid, in quality of a journey- 
man; and that I intended to make the tour 
of Spain for my improvement. While I fpoke, 
my uncle feemed to mufe, confidering, in all 
likelihood, whether he Ihould difown me for 
his nephew, or get rid of me in a more dex- 
terous manner. He chofe this laft method, 
and afFefting a fmiling air, faid, " Well, my 
•* friend, how do thy father and uncles ? I 

'^ hope 
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^' hope they are in good circumftances." Up- 
on this, I began to defcribe the plentiful pro- 
pagation of our family; I told hinm the names 
of all the children, male and female, and even 
comprehended in that lift their godfathers and 
godoiothers. He did not feem to intereft 
himfdf infinitely in my detail, but coming to 
his purpofe, replied, " Diego, I approve very 
*^ much of thy refolution to travel, in order 
*^ to make thee perfect in thy profeflipn ; and 
<^ I advife thee to leave Madrid as foon as 
** poflible: it is a pernicious place for youth, 
*' in which thou wilt be ruined, my child: 
*' It will be more for thy advantage to refide 
*' in fome of the other cities of the kingdom, 
*^ where people's morals are not fo much cor- 
'^ rupted. Go (added he) and, ,when thou 
'^ art ready to fet out, come and fee hie again $ 
^^ I will give thee a piftole to help thee to 
*' make the tour of Spain.'* With thefe 
words, he puftied me gently out of his chjimr 
ber, and fent me about my bufinefs. ! . 

I had not fenfe enough to perceive that he 
wanted to remove me at a good diftance from 
him ; but going to our Ihop, gave my mafter aii 
account of what had pafled j he was as far fronqi 
difcovering the intention of Signor Don Pqr 
dro as I was, and faid, '^ I am not at all 6f 
your uncle's ippinion ; inftead of advifing 
you to traveli he ought .ratl]^er, I thipk, 
" to make it y6ur intereft to ftay.iri this cityi 
** for, being intimate with fo'many perfons 
" of quality, he caneafily fettle you in Ibrhte 
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great family, and put you in a condition to 
make your fortune.'* Struck with this dif- 
courfe, which flattered my imagination, in 
two days I went back to my uncle, and prp- 
pofed, that he Ihould employ his credit to 
procure admiffion for me into the family of 
Ibme lord belonging to the court. But this 
propofal was not at all to his liking; a vain 
man like him, who had free accefs to the 
great, and eat every day at their tables, could 
not brook his nephew's fitting with the fer- 
vants, while he dined with their lords; m 
this cafe, little Diego would have made Si- 
^or Don Pedro bluflb. He did not fail, there- 
fore, to refufe my requeft, and that not in 
the moft civil manner, " How! you little 
^* vagabond (faid he, with a furious look) 
*' wouldft thou quit thy profeffion? Go, I 
^ abandoa thee to thofe who have given thee 
*• fuchperniciouscounfel: getoutofmy apart- 
** ment, and never fet foot in it again, other- 
'* wife I will caufe thee to be chaftifed as thou 
*• deferveft." Confounded at thefe words^ 
and ftill more at the tone in which they 
were delivered, I retired, with the tear in my 
eye^ very much afFefted at this harlh beha- 
viour: but as I was naturally brifk and haugh- 
ty, I foon dried my tears ; my grief changed 
fo indignation, and I refolved to take no tyf- . 
ther notice . of this unkind relation, without 
i^rhofe afliftancc I had hitherto made ihift to 
live. 

My 
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My whole thought being now bent on cul- 
tivating my talent, I applied to bufinefs^ (hayed 
all day long, and in the evening learned to 
play on the guitarre, by way of recreation. 
My matter for that inftrument was an old Si- 
gnor Efcudero*> whofe beard I trimmed, and- 
who taught me mulic, which he undfrftood 
perfeftly well, having been formerly chorifter 
in a cathedral. His name was Marcos dt 
Obregon, a fage perfon, who had a large 
ftock of fenfe, as well as experience, and loved 
me as well as if I had been his own child. 
He ferved in quality of iifher to a phyfician's 
wife, who lived within thirty paces of our . 
houfe, whither I ufed to go in the twilight, 
when we had left off working; and fitting 
together, on the threfhold of the door, we 
ufed to make a little concert, not at all dif- 
agreeable to the neighbours: not that our 
voices were exquifite, but while we thrummed 
upon the inftrument, each of us, in our turn, 
accompanied it with finging, and that was fuf- 
ftcient to pleafe our audience. In particular, 
we diverted Donna Mergellina, the phyfician's 
wife, who ufed to come into the paflage to 
hear us, and fometimes made us repeat the 
airs that were moft to her likings her hufband 
not being offended at her enjoying this diver- - 
lion; for though he was a Spaniard, and al-^ 
ready well ftricken in years, he was not jea- 
lous: his profeffion engrofled him wholly,' 

• Efcudero : a fquirc to wait on a gentlewoman* 

I 3 and. 
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and as he returned fatigued from his patients 
in the evening, he went to bed betinnes, with- 
out being alarmed at his wife's attention to 
our concerts: 'tis probable, indeed, that he 
'did not think them capable of making dan- 
gerous impreflions: and we mud obferve, that 
he imagined he had little or no caufc to fear; 
Mergcllina being young and handfome, 'tis 
true, but withal fo favagely virtuous, that fhc 
could not fo much as endure the look of a 
man. He did not, therefore, begrudge her a 
paftime that feemed fo innocent and honour- 
able, but left us to fing as much as we pleafed. 
One evening when I came to the phyfician's 
door, with an intention to play as ufual, I 
found the old fquire expe6ling me, who tak- 
ing me by the hand, faid he wanted to take a 
turn v/itli me before we fhould begin our 
roncert; then leading me into a by-ftreet, 
where we found we could talk with freedom, 
Son Diego (faid he, with a melancholy 
air) I have fomething extraordinary to dif- 
clofe: I am afraid,'my child, that we both 
fhall have caufe to repent of amufing our- 
felres in the evening, with concerts at my 
" mailer's door. I have, doubtlefs, a great 
friendfliip for you, and am very well plcafed 
with having taught you to play upon the 
guitarre, and fing; but had I forefeen the 
misfortune that threatens us, pleafe God! 
*' I would have given you your leflbns in fomt 
*' other place!" Frightened at this difcourfe, 
I begged the ulher to be more explicit, and 

tell 
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tell me what we had to fear; for I was not a 
man who could brave danger j nor had I, as 
yet, made the tour of Spain. " I will (faid 
" he) tell you what is neceflary to be known, 
" that you may comprehend the jeopardy in 
" which we are. When I entered into the 
*' fervice of the phyfician, which is about a 
year ago, he faid to me one morning, after 
having brought me into the prefence of hisf 
wife, ^Marcos, behold your miftrefs: this 
is the lady whom you are to attend every 
where/ I admired Donna Mergellina, I 
" thought her wonderful pretty, exceffivcly 
'* handfome, and was particularly charmed 
** with the agreeable air that diffufed itfelf 
'* through her whole mein : ^ Sir (anfwered 
I to the phyfician) I am too happy in being 
permitted to ferve fuch^a charming lady.'* 
Mergellina, difgufted at my anfwer, faid in a 
paffion, * Apretty fellow, indeed! methinks 
you take a great deal of liberty. — I want 
none of your compliments — not I.* Such 
words from a mouth fo agreeable, furprifed 
*^ me very much ^ I could not reconcile this 
ruftic and infolent manner of fpeaking with 
the gentle Appearance of my miftrefs: but 
her hufband, who was ufed to it, rejoiced 
** at his having a wife of fuch a rare cha- 
•' rafter, told me that his fpoufe was a pro* 
*' digy of virtue ; and perceiving that (he put 
*^ on her veil, and prepared to go to mafs, 
" bade me conduit her to church. We. were 
*^ no fooner in the ftreet, than we met (which 

I 4 ^^ VB. 
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'* is not at all extraordinary) fcveral gentlc- 
" men, who, ftruck with the fine air of Don- 
*' na Mergellina, paid her a great many com- 
** pj indents, en paflant. She replied to them 
*• all;- but you cannot ima^ne how filly and 
'* ridiculous her anfwers were. Every body 
'* was aftoniihed, and could not conceive, that 
** there was a woman in the world w^ho could 
** be difpleafed with praife. ^ Madam (faid 
** I to her) take no notice of what is faid to 
you ; it is better to keep filence, than to 
fpeak in paflion/ — ' No, no (anfwered 
(he) I will let thefe infolent fellows know 
that I won't be treated with difrelpeft/ 
** In (hort, fo much impertinence efcaped her, 
•' that I could not help telling her my fenti- 
** mcnts, at the hazard of her difpleafure. I 
•' rcprcfented to her, as delicately as I could, 
'^ tli;it (lie perverted nature, and fj)oiled a 
*' tlioufand good qualities by her favage hu- 
•* mour; that a woman of politenefs and 
good-nature might infpirc love without the 
help uf beauty; v/hereas, the handfbmeft 
pcrfbn in the world, without mceknefs and 
good- breeding, would become the obje6l of 
" contfinpt. I ftrengthcned tfiefe arguments 
'* with many more of the fame kind, calcu- 
•* lilted for the reformation of her behaviour; 
" and after having moralized a good deal, I 
** was afraid that my freedom would enrage 
** my miftrefs, and bring upon me fome 
** fevcre repartee: nevcrthelefs, ftie did not 
^' rebel againft my rcmonftrance but contented 
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** herfelf with neglefting it entirely^ as well 
" as all the reft that I was afterwards foolifh 
" enough to make. 

. ^* At length I forebore to advife her of 
^' her faults, and abandoned her to the fero- 
" city of her nature. Mean while (would 
" you believe it?) this ferocious difpolition, 
" this haughty woman is, within thefe two 
" months, entirely changed; ftie is complai- 
^* fant to every body, and her behaviour moft 
" agreeable; (he is not the fame Mergellina 
'* who made fuch filly anfwers to the men that 
'* faid obliging things to her; flie is become 
** fenfible to praife; loves to be called hand- 
*' fome, and told that a man cannot look upon 
" her with impunity; and flattery is now as 
^^ agreeable to her as to any other woman; the 
" change is fcarce credible; and, what will 
furprize you ftill more, you are the author 
of fuch a great miracle! Yes, my dear Die- 
" go (continued the uflier) you have meta* 
" morphofcd Donna Mergellina in this man* 
'* ner, and converted that tigrefs into a lamb; 
« In one word, you have attracted her notice: 
«* I have perceived it more than once, and I 
" am very much miftaken in the fex, if fhe 
" has not conceived a moft violent paffion for 
" you. This, my child, is the fid piece of 
" news I had to difclofe, and the troubkfome 
" dilemma in which we are/' 

" I can't fee (faid I to the old man) tiiat 
" we have fo much caufe to be afBicted at this 
" affair,, or that it is a misfortune, for ane to 
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*^ be beloved by a handfome lady." — " Ah, 
Diego! (he replied) you talk like a young 
man: you look only at the bait, without 
perceiving the hook; you confider only the 
pleafure, but I forefee the difagreeable con- 
fequences. All will come to light in the 
end. If you continue coming to fing at 
our door, you will inflame the pafiion of 
Mergellina, who, perhaps, lofing all re- 
ftraint, will betray her weaknefs before her 
hufband Doftor Olorofo; and he who ap- 
pears fo complaifant at prefent, becaufc he 
believes he has no reafon to be jealous, will 
become furious, revenge himfelf upon her, 
and, fn all probability, make both you and 
me feel the efl^efts of his rage." — " Why, 
truely (faid I) Signor Marcos, your reafons 
are convincing, and I fubmit myfelf wholly 
to your advice: give me therefore direc- 
tions how to behave, in order to prevent 
mifchief." — " We have nothing to do (an- 
fwered he) but to give over our concert: 
appear no more before my miftrefs; and 
when you are no longer feen, Ihe will re- 
trieve her quiet. Stay at your mailer's 
" houfe, whither I will come, and we will 
play upon the guitarre without danger. 
With all my heart (faid I) and I promife 
" never to fet foot within your door again." 
I refolved, in good earneft, to be as good as 
my word, and for the future, to keep myfelf 
clofe in the fhop, fince the fight of me was fo 
dangerous. 

In 
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In the mean time, honcft Marcos, with all 
his prudence, found, in a very few days, that 
the means he had contrived to extinguifli the 
flame of. Donna Mergellina produced a quite 
contrary effeft. This lady, not having heard 
me fmg for two nights fucceflively, aflced him, 
why we had diicontinued our concert, and for 
what reafon I no longer appeared? He replied, 
I was fo bufy that I had not a moment to be- 
ftow on my pleafures. She feemed fatisfied 
with this excufe, and for three days more fup- 
ported my abfence with fortitude enough; but 
at the end of that time, my princefs loft all 
patience, and faid to her fquire, *^ You de- 
" ceive me, Marcos i Diego muft have fome 
" other reafon for not coming hither: there is 
fome myftery in it, which I muft have ex- 
plained : fpeak therefore, I order you, and 
conceal nothing of the truth." — " Madam, 
(anfwered he, making ufe of another expe- 
dient) fince you muft know the trutli, I will 
tell you,^ that he commonly found fuppcr 
*^ over, when he went home, after our con- 
** cert; and he does not.choofe to run the rifle 
of going to bed with an empty ftomach."— 
How! with an empty ftomach? (cried flie 
*^ with marks pf uneafmefs) why had not you 
*^ told me this fooner? Go to bed fupperlefsl 
poor baby ! Go to him inftantly, and bring 
him hither this evening. He flia*n*t go 
*^ home with an empty ftomach: there fliall 
^' always be a plate of fomething referved 
« for him/' 
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" What do I hear? (faid the nlher, afFeft- 
" ingfurprifeatherdifcourfc) Heavens, what 
" a change !Js it you, madam, that talk thus? 
" How long have you been thus gentle and 
*' companionate ?'* — " How long ! (rcpliedfhe, 
haftily) finceyour abode in this houfe; or ra- 
ther fince you condemined my difdainful car- 
riage, and laboured to foften the rofighnefs of 
my behaviour. But, alas ! (added mc, in a 
melting ftrain) I have pafTed from one extre- 
mity to another ! from being haughty and in- 
fcnfible, I am become too Toft and tender ! I 
love your young friend Diego, in fpitc of all 
my efforts to the contrary i and his abfencc, 
infteadof weakening, adds new vigour to my 
love!"—" Isitpoffible (faid the old man) that 
a lad, who is neither handfome nor genteel, 
(hould be the objeft of fuch a violent paf- 
fion ? I would forgive your lentiments, had 
they been infpired by fome gentleman of 
fhiningaccomplifhments." — "Ah, Marcos! 
(faid Mergellina, interrupting him) I don't re- 
fcmble the reft of my fex — or rather, not- 
withftanding all your long experience, you 
are but little acquainted with women, if you 
think that merit always determines their choice. 
If I may be allowed to Judge by myfelf, deli- 
beration has no Ihare in their engagements; 
love is a diforder of the mind, by which we 
are involuntarily dragged and fattened to the 
objeft it is a diftemper by which we arefeized 
as dogs are with madnefs: ceafe therefore to* 
rejjrclcnt Diego as unworthy of my tendcr- 
/^^^^ ncfs ; 
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liefs : let it fuffice that my love finds in him a 
thoufand good qualities which cfcape your no- 
tice, and perhaps only, exift ia rtiy imagina- 
tion. It is vain lor you to tell me, that neither 
his features nor his make deferve the leaft at- 
tention. He feems to be born to captivate,, 
aind fairer than the day ! bcfides, he has a fweet- 
nefs of voice that charms me, and> in my opi- 
nion, pkys on the guitarre with a grace pecu^^ 
liar tohimfelt." — " But, madam (replied Mar* 
** cos) do you confider who this Diego is ? 
" the meannefs of his condition ?" — " Mine 
is not much higher than his (faid flie, inter- 
rupting him again) and if I was even a woman 
of quality that fhould be no objeftion.'* 

The refult of this converfation was, that the 
uflier, thinking he fhould make little progreft 
with his remonftrances, ceafed to oppofe the 
infatuation of his miftrefs; as an expert pilot 
yields to the ftorm that drives him from the 
port in view. He did more for the fatisfaftion 
of his patronefs; for coming to me, he took 
me afide, and having recounted what paflcd 
between her and him; " You fee, Diego> 
(added he) that we cannot help continuing our 
concert at Mergellina's door. There is a ne- 
ceffity for that lady's feeing you again, my 
friend; otherwife fhe will commit fome piece 
of indifcretion, that may do infinite prejudice 
to her reputation." I was not hard-hearted, 
but told Marcos, I would in the twilight repair 
to the place of affignation, with my guitarre, 
and that he might go and regale his miftrefs 
with this agreeable piece of ncYf ^. \yv ^^Sk>^fc 
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did not fail; and that paflionate inamorata 
was raviftied to undcrftahd that (he ihould 
have the pleafure of feeing and hearing me 
that very evening. 

A difagrceable accident^ however, had well- 
nigh baulked her expeftation. For I could 
not leave the Ihop before night> which, for my 
fins, was isxtremely dark; and as I groped 
along the ftreet> and had got about half way 
to the place of rendezvous, I was crowned, 
from a window with the contents of a per- 
fuming pan, that did not at all delight my 
fenfe of fmellrngj though I may fafely fay, I 
loft none of it, fo exaftly was I equipped. In 
this condition, I did not know what courfe 
to take. Had I returned to the Ihop, I (hould 
have afforded a very diverting fcene to my 
comrades, and expofed myfelf to a thoufand 
unfavoury jefts; and I was fhocked at the 
thought of going in this fine pickle to Mer- 
gellina: this laft, however, I refolved upon, 
and going to the phyfician's houfe, found the 
old fquire waiting for meat the door. When ' 
he told me that Doftor Olorofo being in bed, 
we might freely divert ourfelves; I anfwered, 
1 muft firft clean my clothes ; and then related 
my misfortune: he fympathizetl v/ith me, and 
condufted me into a hall where his miftrefs 
was, who no fooner learned my adventure, 
and faw my condition, than fhe grieved for 
me as much as if I had met with the greateft 
misfortune J and beftowed a thoufand curfes on 
the perfon who had thus accommodated' me. 

But, madam (faid Marcos to her) mode- 

" rate 
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^^ rate your tranfports; and confider that this 
*' event, being the pure effedt of chance, ought 
" not to be fb deeply rcfented/* — '* Whylhould 
not I (anfwered fhe) deeply refent the injury 
that has been done to this poor lamb, this 
dove without gall, who does not even conir 
plain of the outrage he has received? O that I 
was a man this moment to revenge it!" 

She faid a thoufand things more that denoted 
the excefs of her love, which fhe made appear 
no lefs by her aftions ; for while Marcos was 
bufiedfin Wiping me with a towel, fhe ran to 
her chamber and fetched from it a box full of 
all forts of perfumes; fweetening my clothes 
with the fcent of odoriferous drugs which 
Ihe burned, atid afterwards fprinkling them 
all over with efTences. The fumigation and 
alperfion performed, this charitable" lady went 
herfelf into the kitchen for fome bread, wine, 
and flices of roafted mutton, which fhe had fet 
apart for my entertainment; and obliging me 
to eat, took pleafure in ferving me, fometimes 
by cutting my viftuals, and fometimes by fill- 
ing wine; in fpite of all that Marcos and 1 
could fay to difTuade her from fuch condefcen- 
fion. When I had fupped, we gentlenr^en of 
the band began to tune our voices to eur gui- 
tarres, and performed a concert that charmed 
Mergellina. We afFefted, indeed, to fing 
thofe airs, the words of which flattered her 
paffion! and it muft be obferved, that while I 
fung, I frequently ogled her with the tail of 
my eye in fuch a manner, as blew the coals of 
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lovci for I began to be pleafed with the game; 
Although the concert lafted a long time^ I was 
not at all tired ; and as for the lady, to whom 
the hours feemed minutes, (he would willingly 
have {pent the night in hearing usi had not the 
old ulner, to whom the minutes feemed hoursj 
put her in mind of its being late. This (he 
gave him the trouble to repeat ten or twelve 
times; but (he had to do with one who was 
indefatigable on that fubjeft, and who gave 
her no reft until I was gone. This experi- 
enced perfon, feeing his miftrefs abandoned to 
a foolifh pa(fion, was afraid of fame crofs acci- 
dent; and his fear was foonjuftified: for the 
doftor, either fufpefting fome fecret intrigue,. 
or agitated by the demon of jealoufy, who 
had refpefted him hitherto, took it in his head 
to find fault with our concerts, which he for- 
bad in a peremptory manner, and, without 
giving any reafon for his difguft:, xleclared 
that for the future, he would fufFer no ftran- 
gers to come within his doors. 

Marcos advertifed me of this declaration, 
which was particularly intended for me, and 
mortified me not a little; for I had conceived 
hopes I was forry to forego. Neverthelefs,. 
that I may aft the faithful hiftorian I will own 
that I bore the misfortune with patience. This 
was not the cafe with Mergellina, whofe fend- 
ments were more inflamed than ever. " My 
dear Marcos! (faid fhe to her ulher) from you* 
alone I expeft afliftance: fall upon fome me- 
thod, I beg of you, to bring Diego and me 

together 
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together in private." — "Whatdoyou afk! (cri- 
ed the old man in a rage.) I have been already 
but too complaifant, and will not undertake^ 
by gra^tifying your filly paflion^ to dilhonour 
my mafter, ruin your reputation, and entail 
infamy upon myfelf. I, who have always 
maintained the charafter of an irreproachable 
domefiic ! I will rather quit your family than 
ferve you in fuch a fhameful manner." — *' Ah, 
Marcos! (cried the lady, interrupting him, 
and frightened at his laft words) you pierce 
my very heart, when ypu talk of leaving me I 
Cruel man ! are you going to forfakeme now» 
after having reduced me to this condition I 
Give me back my former pride, and that fa* 
vagenefs of difpofition you have deprived mc 
of! Why do I not ftill poffefs thefc happy de- 
fers, which would have prciferved my tran- 
quillity : whereas your indifcrcctremonftrances 
have robbed me of the repofe I enjoyed T You 
have corrupted my morals by endeavouring to 
correct them.*-But what do I fay (added (he) 
wretch that I am ! why do I reproach you ua* 
juftly J No, my father, you are not the authour 
of my misfortune, which cruel fate alone de* 
crees! Don't therefore take notice, I conjure 
you, of the extravagant difcourfe fhat efcapes 
me! Alas! my paffion diforders my under- 
ftanding! Have pity on my weaknefs, you arc 
all my comfort, and if you have any regard 
for my life, do not refufe you affiftance." 

At thefe words, her tears redoubling in fuch 
a manner that (he could not go on fhe cover* 



its The ADVENTURES of 

ed her face with -her handkerchief, and threw 
herfelf upon a chair, like a perfon finking un- 
der afBiftion. Old Marcos, who was perhaps 
the beft foul of an ulher that ever lived, could 
not refift fuch a moving fight, which affeded 
him fo much, that he even mingled his tears 
with thofe of his miftrefs^ and faid, with an 
air of tendernefs, " Ah> madam, how bewitch- 
ing you are ! I am not proof againft your for- 
row ! My virtue is vanquifhed, and I promifc 
you my affiftance. I am not furprifcd that love 
has been able to make you forget your duty 
when pity only has fevered me from mine." 
Accordingly, the ufher, in fpite of his irre- 
proachable conduft, devoted himfelf very 
obligingly to the paffion of Mergellina, and 
having come one morning to inform me of 
what had happened, told me at parting, that 
he had already concerted a plan for procuring 
a fecret interview between the lady and me. 
This re-animated my hope, but in.lefs than 
two hours after I received a piece of very bad 
news. A journeyman apothecary in the neigh- 
bourhood, one of our cuftomers, came in to 
be fliaved, and while I prepared the lather, 
fard, " Signor Diego, what is the matter with 
your friend, the old fquire, Marcos de Obrc- 
gon ! Do you know that he is going to 
leave Doftor Olorofo ?" Upon my anfwering 
in the negative, he refumed, " It is certainly 
true : he is to be difmiffed this very day : his 
mailer and mine have been juft talking on that 
fubjeft, while I was by i and to the beft of my 

remcm* 
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remembrance, their converfation was thus :*' 
^ Signer Apuntador (faid the phyfician) I 

* have a favour to a(k : being diffatisfied with 

* an old ulher who has ferved me fome time, 

* I want to put my wife under the direction 

* of a faithful, fevere, and vigilant duenna.'— • 
' I underftand you (faid my matter, interrupt- 
ing him) you have occafion for Dame Melan- 
cia, who was my wife^'s governantc, and has 
lived in the family thefe fix weeks that I have 
been a widower : Though (he is very ufcful to 
me in houfekeeping, I yield her to you, on ac- 
count of my concern for your honour. You 
may depend upon her for the fafety of your 
forehead: fhe is a jewel of a duenda*, and a 
very dragon to guard the chaftity of the female 
fex : during the whole term of twelve years 
that fhe was with my wife, who, you know, 
was both young and handfome, I never faw fo 
much as ' the fhadow of a gallant in my houfe. 
No, faith! it was no place for them to play 
pranks in, and let me tell you, the defunft, 
m the beginning, had a ftrong propenfity to 
coquetry, but Dame Melancia foon reclaim- 
ed, and infpired her with a tafte for virtue. 
In a word, (he is a treafure, and you wiU 
thank me more than once for the prefent I 
make of her/ The doftorwas rejoiced at this 
encomium, and Signor Apuntador and he are 

agreed, 

• The duennas are difcrect females of approved. fideUty, to whofa 
dare the Spaniards commit the chaflity of their wives and daughters.— 
1^ oSicc happily excluded from this land of virtuous freedom* 
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agreed, that the duenna Ihali this very day fill 
the place of the old ufher/* 

This piece of news which I . believed) and 
was certainly true, difturhed the ideas of plca- 
fure with which I had begun again to regale 
myfelf; and Marcos, in the afternoon, con- 
founded them effeftuallyy by confirnming the 
report of the journeyman apothecary. " My 
dear Diego (faid the honeft ufher) I am 
very glad that Doftor Olorofo has difmif- 
fed me. A circumftance that fpares mc 
a great deal of trouble: for I not only 
found myfelf engaged in a bad employ- 
ment ; but likewife under a neceffity of con- 
triving tricks and ftratagems to bring Mer- 
gellina and you together in private. What 
a dilemma had I brought myfelf into ! 
" Thank heaven, I am freed from thofe trou- 
" blefomc cares, and the dangers that attend 
*' them ! For your part, my fon, you ought 
*' to confole yourfclf for the lofs of a few 
** fweet moments, which might have been 
** followed by numberlefs forrows/' I relifh- 
ed the refleftion of Marcos, becaufe I no 
longer had any hopes j and thought no more 
of the affair. I confefs> I was not one of thofe 
ftubborn lovers who are animated by the ob- 
ftacles in their way: but had I been fuch an 
one. Dame Melancia was enough to make me 
quit my purfuit : for the charadter I had heard 
of that duenna feemed capable of driving 
any gallant to defpair. Nevetthelefs, in what- 
ever colours Ihe had been painted to me, I 

learned 
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learned two or three days after, that the doc- 
tor's wife had either lulled this Argus, or cor- 
rupted her fidelity. As I went out to fhave 
one of our neighbours, a decent old woman 
(topping me in the ftreet, afked if my name 
was not Diego de la Fuenta: when I anfwer- 
ed. Yes. " Well, then (faid fhe) you arc 
" the pcrfon I want. Come this night to 
" Donna Mergellina's door, and make fomc 
*^ fignal by which you may be known and 
'* admitted into the houfc/* — " Very well (faid 
I to her) we muft firft agree upon the fignaK 
I can mimick a cat charmingly, and will 
mew feveral times.*' — *^ That's enough (repJi- 
" ed this (he Mercury^)*] will report your an- 
" fwer. Yourfervant, Signor Diego — Hea- 
** ven blefs you — How handfome you are! 
** By St. Agnes, if I were but fifteen years 
** old, I would hot choofe to engage you for 
" others." So faying, the ofHcious beldame 
went away. 

You may well think that I was furioiifly 
agitated by this meffagel Adieu the refleftion 
ot Marcos. I expefted night with the utmoft 
impatience, and when I thought Doftor Olo- 
rolo might be afleep, went to her door,, where 
I mewed fo loud as to be heard at a good dis- 
tance, and did great honour to the rr>after ' 
who taught me fuch a polite art. In a mo- 
ment, MergcUina herfelf having opened the 
door foftly and let me in, fhut it again in the 
fame manner; and we went together ihto the 
hall where our laft concert was hcbi> ^xvA. 
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which was lighted by a fmall lamp that glim- 
mered in the chimmey : we fat down clofe by 
one another, for the benefit of converfing more 
at our eafc; and were both very much affeft- 
cd; with this difference, however, that plea- 
fure alone was the occafion of her emotion; 
while mine partook a little of fear. JpMy prin- 
cefs in vain affured me, that we had nothing 
to dread on account of her hufband ; I was 
feized with a fit of fhivering that difturbcd 
my joy. " Madam (faid I to her) how have 
.*^ you been able to deceive the vigilance of 
*' your governante ? After what I had heard 
." of Dame Melancia, I not did think it pof- 
*' fible for you to find means to let me hear 
*' from you, much lefs to give me a perfonal 
*' interview." Donna Mergellina, fmilingat 
my difcourfe, anfwered, *' You will ceafe to be 
" furprifed at the private opportunity we now 
** enjoy, after I have told you what paffcd 
*' between my duenna and me. When flie 
** came firft into the family, my hufband load- 
*^ €d her with civilities, and faid to mc, ^ Mcr- 

* gellina, 1 commit you to the conduftof 

* this difcreet gentlewoman, who is a futn- 

* mary of all the virtues: a mirror which 
' you mufl always have before your eyes, 
^ for your improvement in wifdom : this ad- 

* mirable perlbn governed an apothecary's 

* wife (a friend of mine) twelve years ; and 
' that in fuch an uncommon manner, that 

* fhe became a kind of faint, under her ifl- 
« flruftiom' 

This 
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^^ This encomium,which the fevere look of 
Dame Melancia did not belye, coft me a world ' 
of tears, and threw me into defpair. I rc- 
prefented to myfelf the lefturcis I mufthear 
from morn to night, and the rebukes I muft 
every day undergo. In fhort, I expected to 
be the moft unhappy woman in the world: 
and thinking it needlefs to be on the.referve, 
in fuch a cruel ftate of expedbation, I faid . to 
my duenna, with a refolute air (as foon as I 
found myfelf alone with her) * You arc 

* doubtlefs preparing a great many fufferings 

* for me j but I think proper to advertifc 

* you beforehand, that I have not a great 
^ deal of patience; and that I will endeavour 

* to give you as many mortifications as I 

* can : In the mean time, I declare that my 

* heart, entertains apaflion which all your rc- 
' monftrances fhall not impair; fo you may 

* take your meafures accordingly, and re- 

* double your vigilance; for I confefs I will 
' Ipare nothing to deceive it/ At thefe 
words, the grim-faced duenna (who, I ima- 
gined, was about to give me a famplc of her 
office) cleared up her auftere countenance, and 
faid with a fmiiing air, ' 1 am charmed with 
your humour, your franknefs encourages miine, 
and I fee we are defigned for one another : 
Ah, my fair Mergellina ! how little are you 
acquainted with me when you judge by the 
charafter your fpoufe the doftor gives me> and 
by this four afpedt I affume ! I am fo far from 
being an enemy to pleafure^ that my fole mo^ 
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tivc for hiring myfelf as the minifter of jea- 
lous hafbands^ is, that I may the more effec^ 
tually fcrve their handfome wives. I have 
long pofiefied the great myftery of difguifing 
m)aclf i and I may call myfelf doubly happy, 
becaufc I enjoy the convenience of fin and the 
reputation of virtue at the fame time. Be- 
tween you and m:e this is the fcope of man- 
kind in general: virtue itfelf is too difikuk 
to be acquired; and therefore people are ia- 
tislied with pofiefling the appearance of it. 

^ Leave your conduct to ray direction, 
(added the governantc) and I warrant you, wc 
will foon impoie upon old Doftor Olorofo, 
who, by my troth, ihall foon fhare the fate 
of Signor Apuntador; for I don't fee why 
the forehead of a phyfician fhould be more 
rcfpcftcd than that of an apodiecary. Poof 
Apuntador! how many tricks his wife and I 
have played him! She was a lovely creature! 
a good-humoured foul, heaven reft it ! I can 
afiure you ftie made argood ufe of her youth; 
and did not want abundance of admirers, 
whom I introduced to the houfe without ever 
being difcovered by her hufband: look upon 
me, therefore, madam, with a more favour- 
able eye, and be perfuadcd, that whatever ta- 
lent the oki fquire might have for your fcr-' 
vice,, you will k)fe nothing by the change, 
and perhaps imd me itilt more ufefuithanhc 
was.* 

" I leave you to judge, Diego (continued 
MergeUina) how much I thought myfelf oblig- 
ed 
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sd to the duenna, for this frank declaration, 
br I looked upon her as a perfon of the moft 
luftere virtue; fo apt arc people to be deceived 
n women. Her uncerity gained my heart in 
I moment ; I embraced her in a tranfport of 
oy, that convinced her how much I was 
:harmed with my lot, in having her for a go- 
7'ernante ; and afterwards freely imparted my 
!entiments to her, and begged that fhe would, 
without lofs of time, contrive a private meet- 
ng with you, which fhe has not failed to pro- 
:ure. This very morning Ihe fet at work that 
>Id woman who fpoke to you, and who is an 
igent whom fhe often employed for the apo- 
iiecary's wife. But the mofl pleafant part of 
:his adventure (added fhe, laughing) is, that 
Melancia, underftanding from me that my. 
lufband commonly fleeps found, has gone to 
3ed to him, and this very minute fupplies my 
3lace. " So much the worfe, madam (faid 
'^ I to Mergellina) I cannot approve this 
^^ invention: your hufband may wake and 
'^ perceive the cheat." — " He cannot perceive 
^' it (anfwered fhe, with fome precipitation;) 
^' do not be uneafy on that fcore ; nor let a 
'^ groundlefs panic poifon the delight you 
•^ ought to enjoy with a young lady who has 
'^ a regard for you." 

Tlie old doftor's wife, obferving that I was . 
lill difmayed, notwithftanding her afTurance, 
iid every thing in her power to encourage me, 
ind pradifed fo many diflferent endeavours for 
that purpofe, that fhe fucceeded at lafl, and I 

Vol. I. K idoVNC'J^ 
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refolved to profit by the occafion; but juft as 
Cupid, attended by the Sports and Smiles, was 
about to crown my happinefs, we were afto- 
nilhed by a loud rap at the ftreet door. Im- 
mediately Love and his train took wing^ like 
a flock of fearful birds dilperfed by fudden 
noife ! — Mergellina concealed me in a hurry 
under a table that was in the hall j then blow- 
ing out the lamp as had been agreed upon 
between her governante and her, in cafe fuch 
a crofs accident ftiould happen, ihc went to 
the chamber where her hufband was a-bcd. 
In the mean time the whole houfe rung with 
the repeated knocks that were thundered at 
the door : and the dodtor, ftarting out of his 
fleep, called Melancia. — ^The duenna, jump- 
ing out of bed (although thedoftor, whomif- 
took her for his wife, bid her lie ftill) joined 
her miftrefs in the dark, who, feeling her, 
called Melancia alfo, and bid her go and fee 
who knocked at the door: " Maidam (an- 
" fwered the governante) I am here — Go to 
'^ bed again, if you pleafe, and I will go and 
" fee what is the matter." Mean while Mer- 
gellina, having undrefTed, dipt into bed to the 
doftor, who had not the leaft fufpicion of the 
trick, — 'Tis true, indeed, this fcene was per- 
formed in the dark by two aftrelTes, one of 
whom was matchlefs in her way, and the 
other an admirable proficient. 

The duenna, wrapped in a robe de chambre, 
appearing foon after with a candle in her hand, 
faid to her mailer, " Signor Doftor, be (o 

5 «f good 
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S good as to rife: the bookfeller, Fernandez 
^ de Buendia, our neighbour, has fallen into 
^ an apoplexy, and you are defired to go 

* with all hafte to his afliftance." The phy- 
ician dreffed himfelf as foon as he could, and 
vent away; while his wife, in a loofe gown, 
^ame along with the duenna into the hall 
vhere I was, and drawing me from under the 
:able, more dead than alive, " You have no- 

* thing to fear, Diego (faid fhe) recoiled: 
^ yourfelf." Then, in a few words, fhe told 
ne what had happened, and wanted to renew ^ 
he converfation which had been interrupted; 
>ut this the governante oppofed, faying " Ma- 

^ dam, perhaps your hufband will find the 
^ bookfeller dead, and return immediately. 
' Befides (added fhe, perceiving me benum'd 
^ with fear) what would you do with this 
^ poor lad? He is in no condition to main- 
'^ tain the conference, which you had better 
'^ defer till to-morrow.*' — Donna Mergellina 
:onfented to this propofal, not without re- 
gret; fo well did fhe love the prefent time : 
ind I believe fhe was very much mortified^ 
that fh'e could not then bellow upon the doc- 
tor the new capflie had defl-incd for him. 

As for my own part, lefs forry for having 
been baulked of love's moft precious favours, 
than glad to be out of danger, I went back 
to my matter's houfc, where I fpent the night 
n refledling upon my adventure. — I hefitated 
fome time about going to the place of rendez- 
VOU5 next night, having as b^d an onitiioa ciC 
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this fccond enterprize as of the firft; but the 
devil, who is always laying clofe fiege to us, 
or rather, on fuch occafions, takes poffeflrion 
of our faculties, fuggefted that I fhould be a 
great booby to flop fhort in the middle of fuch 
a delightful journey; reprefented to my fancy 
Mergellina adorned with new charms, and 
heightened the value of the pleafures that 
awaited me: fo that I refolved to purfue my 
point, and flattering myfelf with the hope of 
behaving with more courage than before, I re- 
paired in this diipofition to the doftor's door, 
between eleven and twelve next night, which 
was fo dark that not one ftar appeared in the 
firmament. I mewed two or three times, to 
give notice that I was in the ftreet ; and no- 
body coming to the door, I not only repeated 
the fignal, but alfo mimicked all the different 
cxpreflions of a cat, which a fhepherd of 01- 
medo had taught me; and acquitted myfelf fo 
well, that a neighbour going home, and mif- 
taking me for one of thofe animals whofe 
notes I imitated, took up a flint ftone he found 
at his feet and threw it at me with his whole 
ftrength, faying, " Curfe on the caterwauler !" 
I received the blow upon my head, which 
ftunned me fo much, that I had well nigh 
tumbled backwards. I felt myfelf wounded: 
a circumflance fufficient to give me a difguft 
to gallantry; and, lofing my love with my 
blood, returned to our houfe, where I alarmed 
and raifed the whole family. My mafl:er ex- 
amined and dreflfcd my wound, which he 

thought 
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thought dangerous ; but it was attended with 
no bad confequence, and in three weeks dif- 
appeared.— During all that time I heard not 
one fyllable about Mergellina: and it is not 
unlikely that Danae Melancia, in order to de- 
tach her from me, introduced her to fome bet- 
ter acquaintance. But this gave me no concern 
for as foon as I found myfelf perfe&ly cured 
I left Madrid in order to perform my tour 
of Spain." 

CHAP. VIII. 

Gil Bias and his companion come up with a man 
whom they perceive Joaking crufts of bread in m 
Jpring'i and enter into converjation with him. 

SIGNOR Diego de Fuenta recounted a good 
many more adventures that had happened 
to him i but, in my opinion, fo Httic worth 
the breath they coft, that I fliall pafs them over 
in fiience ; though I was obliged to hear the 
recital, which was fo tedious, that it brought 
«s as far as Ponte de Duera. In this village we 
ftaid the remaining part of the day; and at 
the inn where we lodged, ordered for fujjj)er 
ft difh of cabbagc-foup and a roafted hare, the 
(pecies of which we were at great pains to 
prove beforehand. On the marrow, at break 
of day, we purfucd our jourwcy, after having 
rcplenifhed our bottle with pretty good wine,; 
and furnilhed our knapfack with fome dices 
of bread, and the half of the hare which re* 
mained from our fupper. 

K 3 WVv^t^ 
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When we had gone about two leagues, wc 
began to be hungry; and perceiving fcvcral 
large trees, which formed an agreeable fhadc 
in the fields, about two hundred paces from 
the highway, we went thither to make a halt, 
and found a man feven or eight and twenty 
years old, foaking fome crufts in a fountain. 
A long fword lay by him on the grafs, with 
an havrefack, of which he had unloaded his 
Ihoulders; and though he was poorly cloth-- 
cd, he difcovered a good fliape and mein.— 
We accofted him in a civil manner, upon 
which he faluted us with great complaifance; 
and prefenting his crufts, afked with a fmilc, 
*if we would be of his mefs; we anfwered yes, 
provided he would give us leave to improve 
the repaft, by joining our breakfaft with his^ 
He freely confenting, we immediately pro- 
duced our viftuals, which afforded no un- 
pleafing view to the ftranger, who cried ip a 
ranfport of joy, ^^ How, gentlemen! egad 
there's ftore of munition for the belly 1 I 
fee you arc provident people: for my own 
part, I feldom travel fo well provided, but 
depend a good deal upon chance. Notwith* 
ftanding my prefent fituation, however, I 
may fay without vanity, that I fometimes 
make a pretty brilliant appearance, — You 
muft know, that I am ufually treated like 
a prince, and have guards in my train." 
I underftand you (faid Diego) you would 
intimate that you are a player." — " You 
have hit it (replied the other;) I have 9&cd 
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*' thefe fifteen years at leaft; for I performed 
fome fmall parts while I was yet a child." — 
To be plain with you (faid the barbep, 
fhakinghis head) I can fcarce believe what 
you fay.~I know what fort of people the 
comedians ares thefe gentlemen do not travel 
a-foot, and dine with St. Anthony as you 
do; Therefore I cannot. help thinking that 
** you are no more than a candle fnufFer."— 
You may think of me as you pleafe (re- 
plied the ftage-playeri) but I affirm, that I 
aft the very top parts, and among the reft 
" that of the lover.''—" If that be the cafe 
" (faid my comrade) I congratulate you upon 
** it J and am very proud, that Signor Gil Bias 
** and I have the honour to breakfaft with a 
" perfon of fuch importance." 

We then began to gnaw our crufts, and the 
precious remains of the hare, beftowing fuch 
rude ejnbraces on the bottle, that it was empty 
in a very fhort time; and being fo bufy with 
what we were about, that we fcarce fpoke one 
word during the repaft; which being ended 
the conversation was thus refumed: "I am 
furprifed (faid the barber to the player) to 
fee you in fuch indifferent circumftances: 
for a ftage hero, niethinks, you have a very 
needy appearance : you will pardon my free- 
dom." — " Your freedom! (cried the adtor) 
ah! truely you are little acquainted with 
Melchior Zapata. Thank heaven, I am 
not at all exceptious : you do me a pleafure 
in fpeakihg fo frankly j for I myfelf love to 
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" tell my mind without refervc. I fincerel^ 
" own I am not rich. — Look (added he, 
" fhowing that his doublet was lined with 
" play bills) this is the (luff that ufually 
" ferv^s me for lining; and if you have any 
" ciiriofity to fee my wardrobe, it (hall be 
*^ forthwith gratified." At the fame time he 
took out of his knapfack ah old fuit laced 
with tinfel, a forry hat with fome old plwmes 
of feathers, a pair of filk dockings full of holes, 
and red buflcins very much worn. " You fee 
*^ (faid he) I am tolerably poor." — " That's 
^^ what furprifes me (replied Diego.) So you 
** have neither wife nor daughter?"—** I have 
** a wife^ young and handfome (faid Zapata) 
*^ yet I am never a bit the better for it, fo 
*^ wonderfully capricious is my fate. I mar- 
*' ried a beautiful aftrefs, in hopes that flic 
** would not letmeftarve; and unfortunate- 
** ly for me, (he is incorruptibly chafte. Who 
** the devil would not have been deceived as I 
" was ? Therehappened to be one virtuouswo- 
" man among the ftroUers, and j(he mull fall 
** 'to rfiy lotl" — ** Truely you have had bad 
" hick (faid the barber:) but why did not 
** yolJ marry an aftrefs of the king's company 
** at Madrid, in whiph cafe you could not 
** have been difappointed?"— ** I grant it 
'* (replied the player) but a plague upon it, 
** a little country-ftroller dares Jiot afpire to 
" thofe famous heroines : that is as much as 
*• an aftor of the prince's company can do; 
" fome of whom are even obliged to rriatch 
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^•^ in the city. — Luckily for them, the city is 
•* well ftored, and they often light on yoke- 
" fellows not a whit inferior to thofe princeflcs 
" who were brought up behind the fcenes." 

" Have you never endeavoured (fald my 
" companion to. him) to be introduced inta 
" that company? Muft one have infinite me- 
" ritto be admitted into it?" — " Good! (re- 
plied Melchior) you are merry with your 
infinite merit. — It is compofed of twenty 
•' aftors: aflc their characters in town^ and 
*' you will hear them fi^^nely handled.. More 
•' than one half deferve to carry the knapfacic 
" dill; but for all that it is no eafv matter 
*' to be received among them. One muft have 
" money, or powerful friends, to fupply the 
^* want of talents. — This I ought ta know> 
'' fince I am juft come from making a trial at 
"* Madrid, where I have been hooted and hiflcdi 
•* in ahellifli manner, although I deferved to*. 
'* be applauded to the fldes; for I roared, rant* 
" ed, burlefqued nature an hundred times ! 
" and moreover, in my declamation, clapped 
•« my clenched fift to my princefs's nofe. — In 
" a word, I performed in the tafte of the great 
^* aftors in vogue j and yet the fame audience 
" that relifhed this behaviour in them, could 
•* not endure it in me. — You fee the force of 
^ prejudice ! wherefore, finding myfelf i«ca- 
" pable of pleafing on that ftage, and having 
'^ nothing to fccure my reception in defiance 
" of the town, I am going back to Zamora^ 
^ where I fliall rejoin my wife and comrades,. 

K 5 *^ ^\\$i» 



. 4 






ao2 The ADVENTURES of 

" who are not in the moft flouriftiing circum- 
*' ftances. God grant that we may not be 
" obliged to beg our way to the next town*; a 
" mistortune which has already happened to 
*^ us more than once." 

With thefe words the prince of the drama 
fprung up, fhouldered hisknapfack, girded on 
his fword> and, at parting, pronounced with 
a theatrical air, " Gentlemen adieu ! may the 
" Gods exhauft their bounties on you ." — "And 
you (replied Diego) ; may you at your re- 
turn to Zamora, behold your wife's condi- 
tion and temper changed." Signor Zapata 
no fooner fhowed his heels than he began to re- 
hearfe as he walked, and immediately the bar- 
ber and I hifled, to put him in mind of his 
trial : the noife reaching his ears, he thought 
he ftill heard the cat-calls of Madrid; upon 
which he looked back, and perceiving that we 
made merry at his expence, far from being 
incenfed at our buffoonery, took all in good 
part and continued his noife, burfting into fits 
of laughter all the way. We returned his 
mirth with all our might ; and getting back 
into the high road purfued our journey. 

C H A P. IX. 

The condition in which Diego finds his family ; and 
an account of the rejoicings : after which Gil 
Bias bids himfarezvelL 

HAVING flept that night between Moyados 
and Valpuefta, in a little village whofe 

name I have forgot, we arrived ntJUi day, 

about 
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about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, in the 
plain of Olmedo. " Signor Gil Bias (faid 
^^ my comrade) there is the place of my nati- 
•* vity, which I cannot behold again without 
*' tranfport; fo natural is it to love one's 
•^ country." — " Signor Diego (anfwered I) 
*' one who exprefles fuch regard for his native 
country, might,. I think, have fpoke of it 
a little more adv'antageoufly than you have 
" done: Olmedo feems to be a city,, and you 
" told me it was only a village. It ought, at 
leafl: to be dignified with the epithet of 
market-town." — " I beg its pardon (replied 
the barber;) but I muft own, that after 
havingjfeen Madrid,. Toledo, SaragolTa, and 
^^ all the great cities I touched at in making 
my tour of Spain, I look upon the fmall 
f ones as villages." As we advanced, into the 
plain, we thought we obferved a great con- 
courfeof people near Olmedo; and when we 
were near enough to. difcern objefts, we found 
fomething to attradt our attention. 

There were three tents pitched at a fmalL 
dlilance from one another, and hard-by a great 
number of cooks and fcullions preparing a 
feaft: fome laid the cloth, on long tables, 
placed under the tents; fome filled earthen 
pitchers with wine; others made the pots boil, 
and others again turned fpits that were loaded 
with all forts of meat: but what I confidered 
more attentively than all the reft was a great 
ftage, raifed and adorned with decorations of 
painted paper of different colours, and gar- 
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nifhcd with Greek and Latin devices. The 
barber no fooner perceived the infcriptions 
than he faid, " Allthefe Greek nK)ttos favour 
** ftrongly of my uncle Thomas, whoi Til 
" hold a wager, has a hand in the bufincfi: 
" for, between you and me, he is a learned 
man, and has a power of college books by 
heart: hisgreateft fault is, that he incejQTant- 
ly quotes paffages froni them in conveffa- 
tion, which is not agreeable to every body. 
Befides (added he) my uncle has tranflated 
a good many Greek and Latin authors, and 
is quite matter of the ancients, as one may 
fee by the learned remarks which he has 
•* made: had it not been for him, we ihould 
" never have known, that ia the city of 
" Athens children cried when they were flog- 
** ged: we owe that difcovery to his profound 
" erudition." 

After ray comrade and I had obferved all 
thofe things which I have mentioned, we were 
curious to know the caufe of fuch prepara- 
tions,- and went forward to enquire, when 
Diego recognized the director of the feaft, 
Signor Thomas de la Fuenta, whom he ac- 
colled with great eagernefs. The fchool-ma- 
fter did not, at firft^ know the young barberj 
fo much was he altered during an abfence of 
ten years : but, recoUefting him at iaft, he em- 
braced him afFeftionately, faying, " What !. 
do I fee thee then, Diego,, my dear ne- 
phew ? Do I fee thee returned to the town 
where thou firft faweft the light? Thou- art 
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** come to rcvifit thy houfehold-gods ; and 
heaven feftores thee fafe and found to thy 
kindred! O day, thrice and four times hap- 
^* py ! O day, worthy to be nfvarked with a 
white ftone ! A world of changes have hap- 
pened, my friend (purfued he :) thy uncle 
•^ Pedro, the poet, has fallen a viftitn to PIq- 
^^ to, having died three months ago* Tha't 
" mifer, while alive, was • afraid of wanting 
*^ the neceffaries of life* Jtrgenti palleiat 
'^ amove. For though he received large pcn- 
** fions from feveral grandees, he did not 
*^ Ipend ten piftoles a year for his fubfiftence;: 
•* and was even ferved by a valet whom he 
*^ did not maintain. That fool, more fenfc- 
•' lefs than the Grecian Ariftippu^, who or-^ 
" dercd his flaves to throw away, in the de- 
*^ ftrts of Africa, the riches they carried, as a 
•* burthen that incommoded them m their 
** march-*— he, I fay, heaped up all the gold 
and filver he could fcrape together^ and 
for whom ? for thofe very heirs he would 
not fo much as fee. He died worth thirty-^- 
'' thowfand ducats,, which thy father, thy un- 
cle Bertrand, and L have equally Ihared 
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** among us ; fo that we are able to fettle our 
^* children to our heart's defire. My brother 
** Nicholas has already difpofed of thy fifter 
** Therefa, whom he has given in. marriage 
•* to the fon of one of our alcaldes. Connubiof 
** junxit ftabilij propriumque dicavit. Thefe 
•* nuptials, performed under the mod happy 
•*' auipices,, we have celebrated thefe two days. 
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« with fuch preparation; three tents being 
«^ pitched in the plain, one for each of the 
" three heirs of. Pedro, who, in their turtis, 
«^ bear the expence of the day. I wifli thotr 
^^ hadft arrived fooner, to have feen the be- 
^* ginning of our rejoicings. The day before 
^' yefterday, when they were married, thy fa- 
*• ther gave afumptuous entertainment, which 
^^ was followed by a courfe at the ring : thy 
" uncle, the mercer, treated yefterday, and rc- 
'' galed us with a paftoral feaft ; ten of the 
^' genteeleft youths, and as many handlbme 
" maidens, were dreffed like (hepherds, all 
" the ribbons and points in his fhop being 
^* en;iployed to adorn them. — This gay com- 
" pany performed feveral dances, and fung 
" a thoufand light and tender catches : never- 
" thelefs, though nothing was ever more gal- 
" lant,- the fpeftators did not feem to relifh 
<^ it, which fhows that paftoral is quite out of 
« date." 

^^ To-day (added he) every thing is to be at 
" my coft, and I will exhibit to the inhabi- 
^* tants of Olmedo a fhow of my own inven- 
tion. Finis coronabit opus. I have order- 
ed a theatre to be raifed, on which (God 
^^ willing) I will make my ibholars reprefent 
a piece of my own compofing, intitled, 
The Diverfions of Muley Bugentuf, King 
of Morocco. It will be extremely well 
** afted, becaufe I have fcholars who declaim 
" like the players of Madrid : they are the 
" Tons of faftiionable people living at Pcnna- 
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iiel and Segovia, who are boarded with me, 
and are become excellent adtors under my 
inftruftion. Their performance will appear 
to be of a maflerly ftamp, ut ita dicam^ 
With regard to the piece, I fhall fay no- 
thing, that thou mayefl: enjoy the pleafure 
*^ of furprize^ but only obferve that it muft 
*' tranfport the fpedators: for it is one of 
*' thofe tragic fubjedls which wake the foul 
by the images of death they prefent to the 
view. — I am of Ariftotle's opinion, that 
the chief end of tragedy is to raife terror. 
^' Oh ! if I had attached myfelf to the drama 
^^ I would have introduced none but bloody- 
*^ minded princes and heroic affaflins on the 
^* fcene, and would have bathed myfelf in 
gore: and in my tragedies not only the 
principal perfons but even their guards 
fhould have perifhed. I would have mur-s 
thered them all, to the very prompter. In 
a word my tafte is horror : and we fee that 
fuch poems captivate the multitude, fup- 
port the luxury of the players, and enable 
*^ the author to live at his eafe." 

Juftashe had done fpeaking, wefawcom-* 
ing out of the village into the plain a great 
concourfe of men and women. Thefe were 
no other than the new married couple, ac- 
companied by their relatioiK and friends, and 
preceded by ten or twelve muficians, who, 
playing all together, pqrforfhed a. mod thun- 
dering concert. We went up to meet them, 
and Diego made himfelf known; upon which 
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208 The ADVENTURES of 

the whole aflembly broke out into ihoutj of 
joy, and every one was eager to embrace him^ 
fo that he was fufficiently employed in receiv- 
ing their expreflions of frieridffiip. His whole 
family, as well as all who were prefent, hav- 
ing well nigh fmothered him with careffes, his 
father faid to him, " Welcome, DiegOj thou 
findeft thy parents fbmewhat bettered in 
their circumftances, my child. I fhall fay 
no more atprefent, but explain my felf more 
particularly by and by." Mean while the- 
company, advancing into the plain, repaired 
to the tents, and fat down at the tables that 
were covered; and land my companion, whom 
I would not quit, dined with the bridegroom 
and bride, who feemed to be very well match- 
ed. The repaft was pretty long, becaufe the 
^ fchool-mafter had the vanity to furnifli three 
courfes, in order to excel his brothers, who 
had not treated with fuch magnificence. 

After the banquet, all the guefts expreffed 
impatience to fee the reprefentation of Signor 
Thomas's piece,, nbt doubting (as they faid) 
that the produftion of fuch a fine geniuy 
would anfwer their moft fanguine expeftation. 
Accordingly, approaching the ftage, before 
which the muficians had already taken their 
feats, in order to play between the adts, every 
body, in the moft profound filence, waited 
for the beginning. The aftors appeared on 
the fcene, and the author, with his poem in 
his hand, fat down on one fide, to prompt 
them. It was not without reafon that he told 
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us the piece was tragical ; . for, in the firft aft> 
the king of Morocco, by way of recreatioitj 
fhot an hundred Moorifh flares with arrows: 
in the fecond,. he beheaded thirty Portuguefe 
officers, whom one of his captains had made 
prifoners of war: and in the third and laft, 
this monarch, mad with his wives, fets fire 
with his own hand to a detached palace in 
which they were fliut up, and reduces them 
and it toafhes* TheMoorifli flaves> as well 
as the Portuguefe officers, were figures of 
ozier, very artfully made; and the palace> 
compofed of paper feemed all in a flame by 
an artificial fire work» This conflagration, ac- 
companied with a thoufand doleful flirieks, 
that feemed to iflue from the midft of the 
flames, concluded the piece, and clofed the 
fcene in a very diverting manner. The whole 
plain echoed with the applaufe that was given 
to fuch a fine tragedy, which jiiftified the 
good tafte of the poet, and fliowed that he 
knew how to choole his fubjeft, 

I thought there was no more to be feen, af- 
ter the Diverfions of Muley Bugentuf j but I 
was miftaken : for we were advertifed of at 
new ihow by the found of drums and trum.- 
pets. This was a diftribution of prizes i Tho- 
mas de la Fuenta> to make the feafl: more fo- 
lemn, having ordered all his fcholars (as well 
thofe who were boarded with him as the reft) 
to compofe, and intending to beftowon thofe 
who had fucceeded beft, books bought at 
Segovia with hi^ own coin. Immediately^ 
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therefore, two fchool-forms were brought iipon 
the ftage, with a prefs full of little books 
han.dfomely bound; then all the a£tors return- 
ed upon the fcene, and ranged thennfelves 
round Signor Thomas, who looked as big as 
the head mafter of a college, and held a pa- 
per in his hand on which were written the 
names of thofe who were to obtain the prizes: 
this he gave to the king of Moroco, who 
began to read it with a loud voice; and 
every fcholar who was called, going in a re*- 
fpeftful manner, received a book from the 
pedant who was afterwards crowned with bays, 
and ordered to fit down on one of the benches, 
that he might be expofed to the admiration of 
the crowd. Neverthelefs, how defirous foever 
the fchool-mafter was of fending home the 
Ipeftators fatisfied, he could by no means ef- 
feft it J becaufe having diftributed almoft all 
the prizes among his boarders, as the cuftom 
is, the mothers of fome of the rclt, being pre- 
fent, were offended : and openly accufed the 
pedant of partiality, in fuch a manner, that 
this entertainment which had hitherto been 
fo glorious for him, had like to have ended 
in mifchief, like the feaft of the Lapithas. 



The End of the Second Book. 
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CHAP. L 

7]&^ arrival cf Gil Bias at Madrid i with an ac^ 
count of the firft mafter whom he ferved in 
that city. 

)J()J(^K^)KAVING ftaid fometime with the 
)9(^'*"^St young barber, I afterwards joined 
^U 5w ^ iT^ci'chant of Segovia, in his way 
www^S through Olmedo, with four mules, 
^^^^^ on which he had tranfported goods 
to Valladolid, and was returning with them 
unloaded. We became acquainted on the 
road, and he conceived fuch a friendfhip 
for me, that he infilled upon my lodging 
at his houfe when we arrived at Sego- 
via. There he detained me two days j aqd 



Ill The ADVENTURES of 

when I was ready to fet out for Madrid, along 
with a carrier, he intruded nae with a letter, 
which he defired I would in perfon deliver, 
according to the direftion, without telling mc 
that it was a recommendation. I did not fail 
to prefent it to Signor Mattheo Melendez, a 
woolen-draper, who lived near the Sun-gate 
at the corner of the Trunkmaker's-ftrceti and 
he no fooner opened it, and read the contents, 
than he faid, with a complaifant air> " Si- 
gnor Gil Bias, Pedro Pelacio, my corre- 
ipondent, writes fo preflingly in your be- 
half, that I cannot difpenfe with your lodg- 
ing at my houfe. He moreover intreats mc 
to find a place for you; and I undertake the 
the office with pleafurc, being perfuadcd 
that I Ihall find no difficulty in procuring 
for you a good fettlement." 
I accepted the offer of Mclendez with fo 
much the more joy, as my finances were fen- 
fibly diminifhed : but I did not live long at his 
expencej for in eight days he gave me to 
know, that he had recommended me to a 
gentleman of his acquaintance, who wanted a 
valet de chambre j and that, in all probability, 
I would be preferred to the poft. The gen- 
tleman coming in at that moment, " Signor 
(faid Melendez, fhowing me to him) this 
is the young man I mentioned to you. He 
is a youth of honour and fobriety, and I 
can anfwer for his good behaviour, as much 
as for my own." The cavalier, having 
looked at me attentively, faid he liked my 
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countenance, and took me into his fervice. 
*« He may follow me now (added he) and I 
*< will inftruft him in his duty." At thefc 
words he bad the merchant good-morrow, and 
conducting me into the great ftreet juft by St. 
Philip's Church, we entered a pretty good 
houfe, one wing of which he poffeffed ; and 
going up five or fix fteps of a ftair, he in- 
troduced me into a chamber, fecured by two 
ftrong doors, which he opened, and in the 
firft I perceived a fmall window, grated with 
iron; through this chamber we went into ano- 
ther, where there was a bed and other furni- 
ture, more caltulated for convenience than 
Ihow. 

If my new mafter confidered me attentively 
at the houfe of Melendez, I examined him 
with great earneftnels in my turn. He was a 
man turned of fifty, feemed to be ferious and 
referved though good natured withal j fo that 
I conceived no bad opinion of him. He put 
feveral queftions to me about my family, and 
being fatisfied with my anfwers. " Gil Bias, 
" (f^id he) I believe thou art a fenfible young 
'* fellow, and I am very glad to have fuch an 
^^ one in my fervice. As for thee, thou fhalt 
*^ have no caufe to complain : I will give thee 
" fix rials a day, for viftuals, clothes, wages 
*' and all, exclufive of fome little perquifites 
*' thou mayeft enjoy, and 1 am eafily fcrved ; 
** for I keep no table, but always dine abroad. 
<« — All that thou haft to do in a morning is 
'^ to clean my clothes, and thou flialt be at 
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** thy own difpofal during the reft of the day: 
** take care only to come back early in the 
*^ evening, and wait for me at the door. This 
" is all I exa6l/' After having thus pre- 
fcribedmy duty, he took out his purfe andgavc 
me fix rials, as a beginning to fulfil articles ; 
then going out, he locked the doors himfelf, 
and putting the keys in his pocket, " Friend 
" (faid he) don't follow me: go where you 
" pleafe, but be fure to be on the ftair when 
«' I return in the evening." So faying, he 
left me to difpofe of myfelf as I fhould think 
proper. 

" In good faith, Gil Bias (faid I to my- 
^« felf) thou couldft not have found a better 
<^ mafter: what! to light on a man, who, 
'* for bruihing his clothes, and helping him 
" to drefs of a morning gives me fix rials 
*^ per day, with liberty to walk and take my 
" diverfion, like a fcholar during the va- 
" cation! Egad, this is the happieft of all 
*' fituations! No wonder that I was fo de* 
" firousof being at Madrid: I had certainly 
** fome fupernatural intimation of the happi- 
" nefs that awaited me." I fpent the day in 
ftroUing about the ftreets, diverting myfelf 
with looking at every thing that was new to me 
and this gave me fufficient employment. 
In the evening after having fupped at an eat- 
ing-houfe not far from our lodgings, I betook 
myfelf to the place whither my mafter had 
ordered me to repair, and where he himfelf 
arrived three quarters of an hour after me, 

feemingly 
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feeniingly well pleafed with my punftualitjr^ 
" Very well (faid he) this is right : I love to 
*^ fee fervants attentive to their duty.*' So 
laying he opened the doors of his apartment, 
and ihut them again as foon as we had got in : 
being in the dark, he took a tinder-box and 
ftruck a light, by the help of which I aflifted 
to undrefs him. When he was a-bed, I light- 
ed, by his order, a lamp that flood in his 
chimney and carried the candle into the anti- 
chamber, where I went to fleep in a bed with- 
out curtains. — Next morning he got up be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, and, when I had 
dufted his clothes., counted me fix more rials, 
and difmiffed me till the evening : after which 
he went out alfo, not without locking his 
door5 with great care 5 fo we parted again for 
the remaining part of the day. 

Such was our manner of living, which I 
found very agreeable; and the beft joke of 
all was, I did not know my matter's name : 
Melendez himfelf was ignorant of it, being 
only acquainted with him as a gentleman who 
came fometimes to his fhop,.and bought cloth 
of him as he had occafion for it. Our neigh- 
bours could give me ho better information ; 
all of them afluring me, that my mailer was 
utterly unknown to them, although he had lived 
two years in the ward. They told me that 
be vifited nobody in the neighbourhood ; and 
Ibme of them, accuftomed to make rafli in- 
ferences, concluded from thence, that he was 
ao better than he Ihould be. They went ftill 
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father, fufpefting him to be a fpy of the king 
of Portugal, and charitably advcrtifed me of 
the fufpicion, that I might take my meafurcs 
accordingly. I was difturbed at this advice; 
and reflefted, that if the thing was fo, I fhodd 
run the rifk of vifiting the prifon of Madrid. 
I could not confide in my innocence, my paft 
misfortunes having taught me to dread jufticc; 
for I had found by experience, that if Ihe 
does not put the innocent to death, (he at Icaft 
treats them with fo little hofpitality, that her 
lodgers are always in a very melancholy fitua- 
tion. 

In fuch a delicate conjunfture I confulted 
Melendez, who did not know how to advife 
me; for if he could not believe that my mat- 
ter was a fpy, on the other hand, he had no 
certain reafon to think otherwife; fo that I 
refolved to obferve my patron narrowly, and 
to leave him, if I ftiould perceive that he was 
undoubtedly an enemy to the ftate; but I 
thought prudence, and the eafinefs of my 
place, reqiuired that I fhould be firft perfeftly 
fureof his praftices. With this view I began 
to keep a ftrift eye over his aftions: and in 
order to found him, "Sir (faidi, one evcn- 
*' ing, while I undrefled him) one does not 
^' know how to live, fo as to avoid (lander :. 
*' the world is very malicious, and we, among 
*^ others, are very little obliged to our neigh- 
** hours. You cannot guefs in what manner the 
*' malicious creatures talk of us.'* — Right, 

Gil Bias (anfwered he) but what can they 

" fay 
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^ fay of us, child?"— *' Ah! trudy (I replied) 
^ fcandal never wants nnatter. Virtue herfelf 
' furniflies food for it. Our neighbours fay 
^ that we are dangerous people, and defervc 
' to be taken nouce of by the governnnient# 
^ In a word, you are thought to be a fpy for 
' the king of Portugal." While I pronounced 
thefe words, I looked hard at my mafter, as 
Alexander* eyed his phyficianj and employ- 
ing all my penetration to difcover what effeft 
my report produced in him, thought I ob- 
ferved an- emotion that too well agreed with 
the conjedtures of the neighbourhood» and 
he fell into a fit of mufing, upon which I did 
not put the moft favourable conftru6lion ; but 
he foon recovered himfelf, and faid, with an 
air of tranquillity, " Gil Bias, let our neigh- 
^' bours think as they pleafe, without making 
our peace depend on their imaginations; 
and fince we give them no caufe to think 
*' amifs of us, let their opinion give us no 
*^ uneafmefs." 

Upon this he went to bed, and I followed 
his example, without knowing -what to think 
of the matter. Next day, jull as we were 
going out in the morning, we heard a loud 
rap at the outward door^ my matter opened 
the other, and looking through the fmall grate 

• Alexander the Great having received a letter, intimating 
that his phyfician intended to poifon him, took the cup of me* 
dicine, which he prefcribed, and fwallowing it without hefitation 
put the letter into the fufpe^ed perfon^s hand, fixing his eyes 
ftedfailly upon him, while he read it, in order to dlftioguiih in his 

unt*nance the (igns of innocence or guilt. 

Vol. I. L ^^ni 



€€ 



cr 
cc 

€C 
C< 
€C 
CC 



2i8 The ADVENTURES of 

faw a decent fort of a man at it, who faidi 
Signor cavalier, I am an alguazil, and come 
hither to tell you, that the corregidor 
will fpeak with you." — " What does he 
want with me?" (replied my patron) " That 
I am ignorant of, Signor (faid the algua- 
zih) but if you will take the trouble to go 
to his houfe, you will foon know."-^" I 
am his moft: humble fcrvant (refumed* my 
matter) but have no manner of bufinefs 
*^ with him." So faying, he Ihut the fecond 
door; and having walked up and down for 
fome time, like one alarmed at the difcourfe 
of the alguazil, put fix rials into my hand, 
faying, ^' Gil Bias, thou mayeft go out, my 
*' friend. I do not intend to go abroad fo 
*' early, and have no further occafion for thee 
** this morning." Thefe words made me be- 
lieve, that the fear of being apprehended 
obliged him to ftay at home; fo that when 
I left him, in order to fee if my fufpicions were 
unjuft, I hid myfelf in a place from whence 
1 could fee him, if he ftiould come out; 
and fhould have had the patience to ftay 
there the whole morning, had he not fpared 
me that trouble. But an hour after I faw 
him walking in the ftreet with an air of affu- 
rance, that at firft confounded my penetra- 
tion: but, far from beiwg duped by thofe 
appearances, I diftrufted them, having no fa- 
vourable opinion of the man. I looked upon 
his compofure as a piece of afFeftation, and 
even imagined that this remaining at home was 

with 
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Vith a view of fecuring his gold and jewels ; 
and that, in all probability, he would confulc 
his fafety by immediate flight. I did not ex- 
peft to fee him again, and hefitated about go- 
ing in the evening to give my attendance at 
the door; fo fure I was that he would quit the 
city inftantly, to efcape from the danger chat 
threatened him. I did not fail, however, of 
being there; and, to my utter furprife, my 
mafter returned at his ufual time, went to bed 
without Ihowing the leaft uneafinefs, and got 
up next day with the fame tranquillity," 

When we had done drefling, fomebody 
knocked at the door 5 upon which, my mafter 
looking through the grate, perceived the fame 
alguazil who had been there the preceding 
day, and afked what he wanted. '* Open, 
*' (anfwered the alguazil) here is monfieur the 
*^ corregidor*." At this formidable name 
my blood froze in my veins; for I was curfed- 
ly afraid of thefe gentlemen fince I had pafled 
through their hands; and wifhed that moment 
to be an hundred leagues from Madrid; but 
my patron, lefs afraid than I, opened the door, 
and received the judge with great refpeil. 
You fee (faid the corregidor to him) I do 
not come to your lodgings with many at- 
'^ tendants, being defirous of doing every 
thing with as little noife as polfible: and I 
believe ,that you deferve this refpedl, not- 
withftanding the ugly reports that are fpread 



C4 






* The corregidor is the ch'ef civ.l rragiftratc Ip every city of 
Spain, appointed bv the king. 

La ^'^ 'i'^ 



i 



« 

ti 



-L20 The ADVENTURES of 

** of you. Tell me, therefore, your name, 
and bufinefs at Madrid ?*'—" Signor (re- 
plied my matter) I was born in New Caf- 
tile, and my name is Don Bernard de Cat- 
tel Blazo : with regard to my bufinefs, I 
divert myfelf in walking, frequenting (hows, 
" and enjoying the agreeable converfation of 
*^ a few feleft friends." — " Doubtlefs (faid the 
" judge) you have a great income.'* — '* No, 
" Sir (rcfumed my patron, interrupting him) 
^' I have neither r^nts, lands, nor houfe."— 
** How do you live then ?*' (replied the corre- 
gidor.) — " On that which you fhall fee." 
(faid Don Bernard) — at the fame time, he 
lifted up a hanging, opened a door which I 
had not before obferveid, then another behind 
that, and carried the judge into a clofet, where 
he fliowed him a great trunk filled with pieces 
of gold. 

Then he went on ; '' Signor, you know 
f' that the Spaniards are enemies to work: 
-*' neverthelefs, how averfe foever they may be 
** to trouble, I may fafely fay that I excel them 
<^ all in that particular ; having a fund of la- 
^* zinefs that renders me incapable of any 
" manner of employment. If I had a mind 
'' to dignify my vices, I would call this lazi- 
nefs a philofophical indolence, the work of 
a mind weaned from every thing that i$ 
moft ardently purfued in life* But I will 
frankly own that I am conftitutionally idle : 
and fo idle that if I was under a neceffity 
" of working' for my livelihood, I believe I 

I " fhould 
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'^ (hould let myfelf die of hunger. With a 
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*^ view, therefore, to lead a life agreeable to 
^* my humour, to free myfelf from the trou- 
*' ble of managing my eftate, and above all 
things to fave myfelf the plague of a ftew- 
ard i I have converted my whole patrimo- 
ny, confiftingof feveral confiderable inheri- 
tances, into ready money. In this trunk 
arc fifty thoufand ducats more than I fhall 
" ever have occafion for,- was I to live ano- 
" ther age 5 for I don't fpend a thoufand a 
year, and am already turned of fifty. I 
am not at all afraid of what is to happen ; 
'' for, thank heaven ! I am not additted to any 
one of the three things which commonly 
bring men to ruin : I am not a flave to my 
ftomach, I play only for amufcment, and 
am quite cured of women. So that I am 
** under no apprehenfion of being ranked in 
^' my old age among thofe voluptuous do- 
*^ tards who purchafe the favours of courte- 
^^ zans at an extravagant price/* 
. ** What a happy man you are ! (faid the 
*^ corregidor) you are very unjuftly fufpedled 
" of being a fpy ; that office being very unfit 
^' for a perfon of your charadler. Proceed^ 
*^ Don Bernard; (added he) continue the life, 
*' you now lead, and far from difturbing your 
" happinefs, I declare myfelf the guardian of 
*Mt; I beg the favour of your friendfhip, and 
^' offer you mine in. return." — " Ah, Signor ! 
*^ (cried my matter, penetrated with thefe 
" obliging expreflTions) I accept the precious 
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• 

" offer you make, with equal joy and refpeftf 
** for in vouchfafing me your friendfhip, yoil 
'* increafe my wealth and crown my felicity." 
After this converfation, which the alguazil and 
I overheard at the clofet-door, the corregidor 
took his leave of Don Bernard, who could 
not enough exprefs his gratitude; while I, to 
fecond my mailer, and affift him in doing the 
honours of the houfe, overwhelmed the algua- 
zil with civilities, makingathoufand profound 
bows, though, in the bottom of my foul, I 
harboured that difdain and averfion which eve- 
ry man of honour has for one of his occupa- 
tion. 

C H A P. IL 

The aficnijk'meni of Gil BlaSy when he met Cap- 
tain Rolando at Madrid^ and the curios 
things which that roller recounted to him. 

DON Bernard de Cartel Blazo, after hav- 
ing waited upon the corregidor to the 
ftreet, returned with expedition, to lock his 
ftrong box, and all his doors that fecured it. 
Then we went out both very well fatisfied; he 
for having acquired a powerful friend, and I 
for being now enfured in my fix rials a day. 
The defire I had to recount this adventure to 
Melendez made me take the road to his 
houfe, which when I had almoft reached, I 
perceived Captain Rolando! I was confounded 
at finding him in this place, and could not 
help Ihivcring at fight of him ! He knew me at 

once. 
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once, accofted me very gravely, and preferv- 
ing ftill his air of fuperiority, ordered me to 
follow him. I obeyed with fear and trem- 
bling, faying to myfclf, ^* Alas ! he will, 
doubtlefs, make me pay what I owe him. 
Whither will he lead me? perhaps to fome 
fubterranean abode in this city. A plague 
upon it! if I thought fo, I would let him fee 
in a hurry, that I have not got the gout in my 
toes." As I walked behind him, I refolved to 
take particular notice of the place where he 
Ihould Hop, from which I propofed to fcamper 
off as faft as my legs would carry me,^ fliould 
it feem the leaft fiifpicious^ 

But Rolando fbon banifhed my fear, by go- 
ing into a noted tavern, whither I followed 
him; and where he called for the beft wine^ 
and befpoke dinner; in the mean time, we 
went into a room by ourfelves, where the 
.Captain fpoke in this, manner: " Thou muft 
be furprifed, Gil Bias, to meet thy old 
commander in this place; and wilt be more 
fo ftill when thou fhalt hearwhat I am. going 
*^ to relate : That day on which I left thee , 
" in our fubterranean retreat, and fet out for 
'^ Manfilla with my whole company, in order 
*^ to difpofe of the mulea and horfes which 
we had taken the preceding day, it was our 
fortune to meet the fon of the corregidor of 
Leon in his coach, accompanied by four 
*^ men on horfeback well armed. We made 
*^ two of them bite the duft, and the others 
^ betake themfelves to;flight;,while the coach- 

L. 4 ^"^ toaxs.. 
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*' man, afraid of his mafter's life, cried, in a 
fuppliant voice, O dear gentlemen ! in the 
name of God, do not kill the only fon of 
the corregidor of Leon. My people did 
*' not at all relent at thefe words, which, on 
the contrary, infpired them with fury: 
Gentlemen (faid one among us) let not 
'^ the fon of our mortal enemy efckpe: how 
" many people of our profeflion hath his fa- 
" ther put to death! let us avenge them now, 
*^ and facrifice this vi6tim to their manes. 
*^ The reft of my men approved of this pro- 
pofal i and even my lieutenant prepared to 
aft the high-pricft in this ceremony, when 
*' I held his hands, faying, Stop, at your pc- 
*' ril ! Why fhould we fhed blood unneceffa- 
" rily ? Let us be fatisfiedwith the^purfe of 
<' this young man, whom (fince he makes no 
'^ refiftance) it would be the utmoft barbarity 
" to kill : befides, he is not accountable for 
'^ the aftions of his father, who does no more 
" than his duty in condemning us to death 5 
•' juft as we do our's, in rifling travellers on 
*' the high way. 

*' My interceflion was far from being un- 
^' ferviceable to the corregidor's fon, from 
" whom we took nothing but his money; and 
having carried off the horfes of the two 
men we had flain, we fold them, together 
^^ with our own, at ManfiUa ; then returning 
*' to our cavern, which we reached next day 
*' before it was light, we were not a little 
*^ aftonilhed to find the trap-door lifted up : 
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<^ and our furprize redoubled when we faw 
«^ Leonarda fettered in the kitchen. Being 
** briefly informed by her of what had hap- 
*^ pened, we wondered how thou couldft out- 
" wit us, never having thought thee capable 
" of playing fuch a clever trick, and we for- 
*^ gave thee on account of the invention. 
«^ Having untied our cook-maid, and given 
*^ orders to drefs viftuals for us, we went to 
*' look after our horfes in the ftable, where 
<* the old negro, who had received no fufl:e« 
" nance for four-and- twenty-hours, was at the 
<^ laft gafp. We would have given him all 
*^ the afliftance in our power, but he had Ipft 
" his fenfes, and was otherwife fo low, that 
" notwithftanding our good-will, we left the 
<^ poor devil in the clutches of death. This 
" did not deprive us of our appetite, which * 
" having fatisfied with a. fumptuous meal, we 
" retired to our feveral chambers, and flept 
" the reft of the day : when we got up,. Leo- 
^^ narda let us know that Domingo was no 
*^ more, upon which we carried him to the 
^^ cellar, where thou mayeft remember thjr 
" bed was, and there performed his funeral 
'^ obfequies, as if he had enjoyed the honour 
*^ of being our companion .^ 

'' Five or fix days after it happened that, 
'^ intending to make an excurfion, we one 
** morning, on the Ikirts of the wood, fell m 
" with three troops belonging to the holy 
" brotherhood, who feemed waiting in order 
" to attack us. As we perceived only one of 
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" the three at firft, we defpifcdit, thougnmorc 
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numerous than our company, and attacked 
it accordingly; but while we were engaged 
" with this, the other two, which had found 
means to keep themfelves hitherto conceal- 
ed, rufhed upon us fo fuddenly, that our 
** valour was or little or no fervice, and we 
" were under a necefllty of yielding to the 
" numbers of the foe. Our lieutenant and 
" two of our men fell on the field, while the 
*^ two that remained and I were fo hemmed 
in and overpowered that we were taken pri- 
foners; and while two of their troops conf- 
** du(5ted us to Leon, the third went and de- 
ftroyed our retreat, which had been difco- 
vered as follows: a peafant of Luceno crof- 
fing the foreft in his return home, perceived 
by accident the trap-door of our cavern 
lifted up, that very day on v;hich thou 
rnadeft thy efcape with the lady; and fuf- 
pcfting that it was the place of our abode, 
had not courage to go in, but contented 
'* himfelf with taking a good obfervation of 
'* the place, which the better to mark, he 
'* cut off, with his knife, thin flices of bark 
,** from the trees at fmall diftances as he went 
along, until he had got quite out of the 
wood; then, repairing to Leon, imparted 
his difcovery to the corregidor, who receiv- 
ing it with fo much the more joy, as his fon 
had been robbed by our company, affem- 
bled three troops in order to apprehend us,' 
and the peafant was their guide* 

« My 
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"My arrival furniflied a fliow forall the in- 
^ habitants of Leon: had I been a Portuguefe, 
*^ general made prilbner of war, the people. 
" could not have been more eager to lee me», 
'Behold (faid they) behold the famous captain, 
'who was the terrorof this country: and who,, 
'with his two comrades,, deferves to have his. 
' flelh torn from his bones with red-hot pin- 
' cers.' — " Being carried before the corrigedor,. 
" he began to infult me, faying,. 'Well, mife- 
' rable wretch! heaven, wearied with the dif- . 
'orders of thy life, at laft refigns thee to my 
'juftice.' — "Sir (replied 1) if my crimes are 
" manifold, at leaft, I cannot reproach my- 
" felf with the death of your only fon, whofe 
" life I preferved, for which you owe me fome 
" acknowledgement."—^ Ah, mifcreantj (cried' 
' he) people of thy chara6Ver are not intitfed^ 
' to the privileges of honour: and even if I 
'had a mind to fave thy life,, the duty of my. 
' office would not allow me.' — "Havinglpoke. 
" to me in this manner, he ordered us to ba 
imprifoned in a.dungeon, where He did not 
let my companions- linger long^ for they,' 
" went out, in three days, to aft. their laft tra-r 
" gical fcene in the market-place. As for me>^ 
" I remained thr^^e. whole weeks in jail, ima? 

" gining that my punifliment was deferred ia. 
'* order to make it more terriblej and was ia* 
" expeftation of a death altogether new; whea 
" the corregidor, ordering me to be brought into.- 
" hi3 prefcxicc, faid, ' Litten to thy fentence.^ — 

. L,6, 'Thou. 
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* Thou art free. Had it not been for _fhec, 

* my only fon would have been murthered on 

* the highway. As a father I was willing to 

* acknowledge this piece of fervice, but not 
' having it in my power to acquit thee as a 

* judge, I have written to court in thy behalf, 

* foUicited thy pardon, and obtained it. Thou 

* mayeft go then whither thou (halt pleafe: 

* but (added he) take my advice, refleft fe- 

* rioufly on thy ill fpent life, and from hence- 

* forth quit the profeflion of robbery.* 
I was deeply afFefted with thefe words, and 

took the road to Madrid, refolving to turn 
over a new leaf, and live honeftly in that city. 
I found my parents were dead, and their ef- 

" feds in the hands of an old relation, who 
gave me fuch a faithful account of them, as 
guardians commonly do; all that I have been 
able to touch being no more than three thou- 

** fand ducats, which, in all probability, is not 
above one fourth of what is my due. But 
what courfe could I take ? I fhould gain no- 
thing by going to law 5 therefore, to avoid 
idle»efs, I have purchafed the place of an 
alguazil. My brethren, out of decency, 
would have oppofed my admiflion, had 
they been acquainted with my ftory, which 
luckily they were ignorant of, or pretended 

" to be fo, which is the fame things for in that 
honourable corps it is the bufinefs of every in- 
dividual to coHceal his own exploits : thank 

y heaven ! 
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** heaven! not one of us can juftly reproach 
^^ his fellow : fo that it may be faid of the 
^' fraternity. The devil may take the beft. 
" Neverthelcfs, my friend (added Rolando) 
^* I will now difclofe the bottom of my foul : 
the profeflion which I have embraced is 
not at all to my liking; it requires a beha^ 
viour too delicate and myfterious for me ; 
and whatever tricks we praftife mull be 
very crafty and fecret. O how I regrel^my 
old profeflion ! I grant, there is more farety 
in this new employment; but there was 
more pleafurc in the other, and liberty is 
my delight. In all likelihood I Ihall get 
rid of my office, and fet out one morning 
" for the mountains at thefource of the river 
" Tagus, where I know there is a retreat in- 
habited by a numerous company, chiefly 
of Catalonians (that is making their elo- 
gium in one word) ; if thou wilt accompany 
me, we will go and increafe the number of 
thefe great men : I fliall be fecond captain 
in their company , and will, for thy better 
reception, aflure them that I have feen thee 
ten times engaged by my fide; I will extol 
thy valour to the flcies, and fay more in thy 
praife than a general fays of an officer 
whom he wants to promote. I will take . 
*' care not to mention a word of the trick 
" thou hafl: played, becaufe it would make 
them fulpicious of thee : the adventure Ihall 
therefore be concealed. Well (added he) 
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«^ art thou ready to follow my fortune ^. I 
« wait for thy reply." 

" So many men, fo many minds (faid I to, 
^ Rolando) you are born for hardy deeds, and 
«' I for a quiet and eafy life/' — *^ Oh ! I un- 
" derftand you (cried he, interrupting me), 
*^ the lady whom love perfuaded you to refcuc 
" ftill keeps poffeffion of you heart, and 
" doubtlefs you lead a happy life with her ia 
" Madrid: confefs, Mr. Gil Bias, that you 
" have taken lodgings for her, and Ipend to- 
" gether the piftoles which you carried off 
" from the fubterranean retreat." I told him 
that he was miftaken, and that, in order to 
undeceive him,. I would, while we fhould be 
at dinner,, relate the (lory of the lady: this 
1 did accordingly, and informed him of all 
that had happened to me fince I quitted the 
company. Towards the end of our repaft, he 
refumed thefubjeft of the Catalonians, owned 
that he was determined to join, them, and 
made a new attempt to engage me in the 
fame refolution : But finding that I was not 
to be perfuaded, he darted a fierce look at 
me, faying in a very ferious tone,. " Since thou 
*' haft fuch a groveling foul as to prefer thy 
" fervile condition to the honour of aflbciat- 
" ing with men of courage, I abandon thee 
*' to the bafenefs of thy inclination: butliften 
" to the words I am about to pronounce, 
" and let jthem remain engraven on thy me- 
** mory : forget that thou haft met me to-day, 
" and never talk of me from henceforth : for 
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'^ if ever I ftiall hear that thou fo much a» 
*^ nameft me in converfation — thou knoweft 
** me — I will fay no more." Having thus ex- 
preffed himfelf, he called to pay, difcharged 
the bill, and we got up in order to part.. 

CHAP. III. 

He is difmijfed by Don Bernard de Caftel, Blazo^ 
mid enters into thefervice of a beau. 

AS we went out of the tavern, and were 
taking leave of one another, my mafter 
happening to pafs, faw me, and I perceived, 
looked hard at the captain, which made me 
believe that he was furprifed to find me ac- 
quainted with fuch a figure. Certain it is, 
that the appearance of Rolando could not pre- 
poflefs peopld in his favour: for he was a very 
tall fellow, with a long vifage and hook nofej 
and though not ugly, had very much the aip 
of a rank Iharper 

I was not deceived in my conjefturesj for 
in the evening, I found Don Bernard ftill 
harping on the captain's figure, and extremely 
well difpofed to believe all the fine things I 
could have faid of him, had not my mouth 
been fhut. " Gil Bias (faid he) who is that 
" tall fponger in whofe company I faw thee 
" to day ?" I replied, " he is an alguazil ;" 
and thought he would reft fatisfied with that 
anfwer: but he alked a great many other quef- 
tionsj and as I appeared embarrafled, becaufel 
remembered the threat of Rolando, hebrokeoff 
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the converfation abruptly, and went to bed. 
Next moYning when I had done my duty as 
ufual, inftead of fix rials, he gave me as many 
ducats; faying, "Hold, my friend, here is 
^* what I give thee for having ferved me hi- 
" therto: go, and feek for another place, for 
I cannot put up with a fervant who has fuch 
honourable acquaintances." I took it in my 
head to pretend, m my own juftification, that 
my acquaintance with the alguazil was occa- 
fioned by my having prefcribed for him while 
I praftifed phyfick at Valladolid. " Very well, 
" (replied my matter) that is an ingenious eva« 
*' fion : but thou fhouldft have thought of it 
•^ laft night and not have been fo much dif- 
*' concerted." — " Sir (added I) I thought it 
would be imprudent in me to tell it : and 
that was the caufe of my confufion." — " 0! 
furely (replied he, clapping my fhouldcrs 
gently) you have been very prudent j I did 
" not think thou hadft been fo cunning. Go, 
*' child, I have no further occafion for thee." 
I went inftantly to inform Melendez of this 
piece of bad news, who told me for my con- 
folation, that he intended to introduce me into 
a better family : and accordingly a few days 
after, " Gil Bias, my friend (faid he) you 
don't know what good news I have to tell 
you J you are going to enjoy the moft 
*^ agreeable poft you could defire i for I will 
fettle you with Don Matthias de Silva, a man 
of the firft quality, and one of thofe young 
*^ lords who go under the denomination of 

** beaus ; 
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^^ bcaus : he does me the honour to buy cloth 
" of me, on triift, indeed; but there is no- 
thing to be loft by people of his rank j for 
they commonly marry rich heirefles, who 
pay their debts: and even if that fhould 
not happen, a tradefman who underftands 
*^ his bufincfs fells always fo dear that he can 
afford to lofe three fourths of his bargain. 
The fteward of Don Matthias is my parti- 
'* cular friend. Let us go to him now; he 
" will himfelf prefent you to his matter; and 
you may depend upon it, he will, for my 
fake, treat you with uncommon regard." 
In our way to the houfeof Don Matthias 
the merchant faid, " It will not be amifs, I 
'* believe, to give you fome information of 
" the charafter of this fteward, whofe name 
is Gregprio Rodriguez. Between you and 
me, he is a man of no family, who, finding 
" himfelf bom for bufinefs, followed the bent 
of his genius, and enriched himfelf with 
the pillage of two families which he ferved 
in quality of fteward. I affurc you he has 
a great deal vanity, and lOves to fee the 
" reft of the fervants cringe to him. They 
*' muft addrefs themfelves firft to him, when 
" they have the leaft favour to afk of their 
^' mafter, for ftiould it happen that they ob- 
^' tain it without his intereft, he has always 
^* expedients in readinefs by which it will 
^ either be revoked or rendered inefFeftual. 
^ Remember this, Gil Bias, is the regulation 
^ of your conduft: pay your court to Sigciot 



cc 



cc 
cc 
tc 
i€ 



234 The ADVENTURES of 

Rodriguez, preferable to your mafter him- 
felf, and do all that lies in your power to 
pleafehim: his friendlliip will befteadyou 
much; he will pay your wages punftpally; 
and if you are dexterous enough ro acquire 
his confidence, he may give you fome.pret- 
ty bone to pick, out of the number he has 
in his pofleffion. Don Matthias is a young 
lord who niinds nothing but his pleafure, 
and would not for the world inform him- 
felf of the ftate of his own afF^rs. What 
a glorious family is that for a fteward." 
Arriving at the houfe, we defired to Ipeak 
with Signor Rodriguez, who, we were told, 
was ia his own apartment; there we found 
him with a kind of farmer, who had a blue 
canvas bag of money in his hand. The 
fteward who looked more pale and yellow 
than a girl oppreffed with her maidenhead, 
came towards Melendez with open arms ; he, 
on the other hand, met him in the fame man- 
ner, and they embraced one another with de- 
monftrations of friendlhip, in which there 
was, at leaft, as much art as nature. Then 
my affair coming on the carpet, Rodriguez 
examined me from head to foot, and told me 
in a very police manner, that I was juft fuch 
an one as Don Matthias wanted and that he 
would with pleafure prefent me to that lord. 
Upon which, Melendez letting him know 
how much he was interefted in my behalf, and 
"^^ggi^g that he would favour mc with his 
proteftion, committed me to his care, and, 

after. 
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after abumlance of compliments, withdrew. 
He was no fooner gone than Rodriguez faid to 
me, " I will condudt you to my matter as foon 
" as I can difpatch this honeft countryman/' 
Then going to the peafant, and taking hold 
of the bag, " Talego (faid he) ; let us fee if 
" there be juft 500 piftoles here." Having 
counted the money and found it right, he gave 
the farmer a difcharge for the fum, and fent 
him about his bufinefsj and putting the pif- 
toles into the bag again, addreffed himfelf to 
me, faying, " This is the right time for us 
" to go to the levee of my matter, who com- 
" monly rifes about noon. It is near the hour, 
" and I fuppofe he is up." • 

This was the cafe ; we found Don Matthias 
in his morning-gown, lolling in an ^^fy .ghair> 
over an arm of which he had tilted one of his 
legs, and poifed himfelf by leaning with his 
body the other way, and rafping tobacco, 
while he talked to a footman, who for the pre-. 
fent did the duty of his valet de chambre. My 
lord (faid the fteward to him) here is a young 
man whom I take the liberty to prefent as one 
fit to. fill the place of the valet whom you dif- 
njiflTed two days ago: Melendez your draper 
recommends him, aflTuring me that he is a lad 
of merit, and I hope your lordfliip will be very 
well fatisfied with his behaviour. "Enough, 
(anfwered the young lord) fince your intro- 
duce him to me, I receive him intomy fervicc 
with implicit faith, and make him my valet 
" de chambre. So, that affair is fettled : but 
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" Rodriguez (added he) let us us talk of fom- 
«' thing elfe: you are come very opportunely; 
«* for I was juft going to fend for you. I have 
'« bad news to tell you, my dear Rodriguez 1 
«' You muft know I had ill luck at play laft 
«« night. Together with an hundred piftoles 
<* which I had about me, I have loft two hun- 
«' dred more on my parole; and you know of 
«« what importance it is forpeople of quality to 
«' difcharge that fort of debts; it is indeed the 
^^ only kind which we are obliged in point of 
<' honour to pay ; and we do not give ourfelvei 
** much concern about the reft; you muft 
«* therefore find two hundred piftoles immedi- 
♦' ately, and fend them to the countefs of Pe- 
*' drofa." — ^* Sir (faid the ftcward) it is fooner 
«« faid than done. Where Ihall I get that fum 
*' to pleafe you ? I have not been able to fin- 
** ger one ifarthing of your tenants, let me 
•* threaten as hard as I can ; and yet I am 
** obliged, to maintain your family in an ho- 
nourable way, though I fweat blood and wa- 
ter in procuring wherewithal to defray the 
*« expence. True, indeed, I have hitherto> 
♦' thank heaven! made fbift; but I am now 
" reduced to fuch extremity that I know not 
'^ what faint in heaven to invoke.'* — *^ All 
thefe harangues are ufelefs (cried Don Mat- 
thias interrupting him) and you worry me 
with your refleftions. Don't you imagine, 
Rodriguez, that I will change my difpofi- 
•* tion, and divert myfelf withlooking into my 
**- own affairs. An agreeable amufement^truely, 
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for a man of pleafure like me !" — '' Have a 
little pa;tience (replied the fteward) at the 
rate you go on, I forcfee that you will be rid 
of xhat care in a very ftiorf time." — " You 
.fatigue me (faid the young lord in apaffion) 
you murder me. — Give me leave to ruin my- 
felf imperceptibly; I tell yoti I want two 
hundred piftoles: and I muft have them.** 
I'll go then (faid Rodriguez) and have re- 
courfe to the little old man who has already 
lent you money at high intereft." — " You 
may if you pleafe have recourfe to the devil ; 
(anfwered Don Matthias) provided I have 
the two hundred piftoles, I (hall givemy- 
felf no further trouble about the matter." 
Juft as he had pronounced thefe words in 
a hafty and difcontented manner, the fteward 
went away, and a young man of quality, called 
Don Antonio Centelles, came in. " What is 
-^^the matter? (faid this laft to my mafter) 
^^ thou art cloudy, my ftiend: I perceive in- 
^' dignation in thy countenance. What can 
have put you into this bad humour? Til 
lay a wager, it was the man whom I met 
going out."— ** Yes (replied Don Matthias) 
it was my fteward: every time he comes 
^* to fpeak with me, I fufFer for one quarter 
^' of an hour, by his talking about my affairs, 
'** and faying rfiat I have quite exhaufted my 
"•^ finances. Impertinent beaft! he cannot fay 
** that he lofes by me, I am fure." — " Why, 
*' child (faid Don Antonio) I am in the fame 
*•* condition 5 having a faftor nfetawhit ou^r^ 
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" rcafonable than thy fteward : When the 
*^ rogue, in obedience to my repeated orders, 
•* brings money for me, one would think he 
" gave it out of his own pocket. He over- 
" whelms me with refledlions. ' Sir (fa)rs 
* he) you are undone, your rents arc fcized.*— 
" Upon which I am obliged to cut him (horr, 
" in order to put an end to his ridiculous dif- 
*' courfe." — " The misfortune is(faid Don Mat- 
*' thias) we cannot live without thefe people, 
'^ who are neceflary evils." — *^ They are fo, 
(replied Centelles) but harkee (added he 
laughing with all his might) there is a comi- 
cal thought come into my head : a moft in- 
*' comparable conception! by which we may 
^' convert thofe fcenes which we have with 
" them into mirth j and divert ourfelves with 
'* that which now gives us fo much uneafinefs. 
*' Let me demand of thy fteward all the mo- 
" ney thou fhalt have occafion for^ while 
" thou doft the fame by my manager i then 
*' they may moralize as they pleafe, we can 
'^ hear them with great compofure; becaufe 
** thy fteward will (how me thy accounts, and 
'^ my faftor will entertain thee with mine. I 
*' fhall hear of nothing but thy profufion, and- 
" thou wilt fee nothing but mine. This will 
" be admirable fport." 

A thoufand bright ftrokes fucceeded this 
fally, and mightfly diverted the young lords, 
who converfed together with a great deal of 
vivacity, until their difcourfe was interrupted 

by Gregorio Rodriguez, who returned with a 

little 
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little old man, almoft quite bald. Don An- 
tonio would have gone away, faying, '* Adieu, 
** Don ^'Matthias, I fhall fee you by and by: 
*^ atprefent, you have, doubtlefs, fome ferious 
" affair to difcufs with thefe gentlemen." — "OJ 
*' not at all (replied my matter) ftay, it is no 
** fecret. That difcreet old perfon whom you 
** fee is an honeft man, who lends me monfey 
*^ at the rate of twenty per cent." — " How! 
** twenty per cent, (cried Ccntelles, with an 
*' air of aflonifhment) Egad, I congratulate 
*^ thee upon being in fuch good hands ! I am 
*^ not fo kindly dealt with, and may fay that 
** I purchafe filver at the price of gold; I 
** commonly borrow at the rate of forty in the 

** hundred." " Heavens ! what extortion 

** (exclaimed the old ufurer) do thefe knaves 
** ever think of another world ? I am not at 
*' all furprifcd at the hue and cry raifed againft 
people who lend upon intereftji it is the 
exorbitant profit which fome exadt that ruins 
*' our honour and reputation. If all my bre- 
** thren were like me, we fhould not be fo 
" much reviled : for my fole view in lending 
*' is to befriend my fellow creatures. Ah ! 
** if times were as they have been, I would 
offer you my purfe without intereft : and 
truely, in (pite of the prefent fcarcity I can 
hardly prevail upon myfelf to take twenty 
** per cent. But for my part, I believe mo- 
** ney has retired again within the bowels of 
*' the earth : there is no fuch thing to be had ; 

**for 
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*« for which reafon I am obliged to retrench 
" my benevolence." ^ 

" How much do you want?" added he, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to my matter. " I muft have 
** two hundred piftoles," replied Don Mat- 
this. " Here are four hundred in a bag (faid 
the ufurer) you fhall have one half." So 
faying, he pulled from, under his cloak a blue 
bag, which feemed to be the very fame which 
the peafant Talego had left with die five hun- 
dred piftoles in the hands of Rodriguez. I 
foon knew what to think of the matter, and 
found that Matthias had not praifed the ftew- 
ard's underftanding without caufe. The old 
man having emptied the bag on the tabic, 
began to count the money; my matter was 
inflamed with defire of poffeflion at the fight; 
and ttruck with the totality of the fum, faid 
to the ufurer, " Signor Defcomulgado, I 
" have made a very wife refleftion, truely ! 
" What a fool I am! to borrow no more than 
" what is abfolutely neceflary to difengagc 
*^ my parole, without confidering that I have 
*^ not a penny in my purfe. I (hall be obliged 
*^ to have recourfe to you to-morrows there- 
*^ fore, to Ipare you the trouble of coming 
*' back, I think it will not be amifs to pocket 
^* the whole four hundred." — " My lord, 
** (faid the ufurer) a part of this money was 
^* defigned for a good licentiate, who hasfomc 
*^ fat benefices, which he charitably employs in 
*^ perfuading young girls to retire from the 
^ ^ worlds and in furnilhing their retreats. But 
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*' fince you have occafion for the whole fum, 
** k is at your fervice: all that I defire is fuf- 
^' ficient iccufity.^ — =" Oh! as for fecurity, 
*' (faid Rodriguez interrupting him, and tak- 
*' ing a paper out of his pocket) you (hall be 
^ fatisfied 5 here is an order t-o be figned by 
^ Don Matthias, for five hundred piftoles, 
upon one of his tenants, called Talego, a 
rich farmer of Mondejan/* — " Very well 
{replied the ufurer) I never make many 
^ words." Upon which the fteward pre- 
fentedapen to his mafter, who, without read- 
ing the order, fet his name to the bottom, 
whittling all the while. 

This affair being ended, the old man took 
kis leave of my patron, who ran and embraced 
him, faying, " Till our next meeting, Si- 
gnor ufurer, I am wholly your's: I don't 
know why people of your profeffion are 
*' branded with the name of rogues : for my 
** own part, I tliink you are very necefla'y 
*' and ferviceable to fociety : you arc the con- 
** folation of a thoufand heirs, and the re- 
" fource of all thofe lords whofe expence ex- 
" ceeds their income.'* — " Thou arc in the 
right (cried CeiatcUe.s) ufurers are very ho- 
neft people^ whom we never can honour 
" enough : I will, in my turn, embrace this 
" gentleman^ on account of his twenty per 
" cent/* With thefe words, he approached 
and hugged the old man; and thefe two bcau.s, 
for their diverGon, began to pufli him back- 
ward and forward one to anotiicr, like a ball 
Vol. I. M Wxns^c.^ 
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between two tennis-players. After he had 
been toffed to and fro a good whire, they let 
him go with thefteward, who was more deferv- 
ing than he of their embraces, and of fome- 
thing elfe alfo. 

Rodriguez and his underftrapper being 
gone, Don Matthias fent the half of his pi- 
Itoles to the Countefs of Pedrofa, by die foot- 
man who was prefent, and fecured the r^ft in 
a long, embroidered, filk purfe, which he 
.commonly wore in his pocket. Very well fa- 
tisfied with feeing himfelf in cafh, he faid to 
Don Antonio, with a gay air, " What fhall 
" we do to-day ? Let us confult about it." 
" You fpeak like a fenfible man (replied Ccn- 
" telles) with all my heart, let us deliberate." 
While they were confidering how to fpend the 
day, two other lords arrived: thefe were Don 
Alexo Segiar and Don Fernando de Gamboa, 
both of them about the age of my matter, 
that is, between eight and twenty and thirty. 
Thefe four cavaliers, at meeting, hugged one 
another fo heartily, that one would have 
thought they had not met for ten years before; 
then Don Fernando, who was a jovial compa- 
nion, addrefling himfelf to Don Matthias and 
Don Antonio, faid, " Gentlemen, where do 
" you intend to dine to-day ? If you are not 
" engaged. Til conduft you to a tavern where 
<< you Jhall drink neftar. I fupped there laft 
*^ night, ^nd left it only this rporning, be- 
" twcen five and fix o'clock." — ^* Would to 
*' heaven (cried my mailer) that I had done 

" the 
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*' the fame : in which cafe, 'I fhould not have 
^^ loft my money." 

* *^ As for me (faid Centelle's) I treated my- 
^^ felf laft night with a new divcrfidh ; for I 
*^ love variety in my pleafures, which alone 
" makes life agreeable. A friend of mine 
^* carried me to the houfc of a farmer of the 
^^ revenue, a gentleman who does his own 
*' bufinefs together with that of the ftate. 
*' There I faw magnificence and tafte, the en- 
** tertainmenjt being elegant enough. But I 
'^^ was mightily diverted with the ridiculous 
*' behaviour of the tax-gatherer himfelf, who, 
*' though the moft plebeian of his clafs, af- 
*^ fumed the man of quality: and his wife, 
*' though horribly ugly, afFefted' the airs of 
^^ a beauty, and faid a thoufand filly things, 
" feafoned with the Bifcayan accent, which 
*^ rendered them ftill more remarkably foolilh. 
*^ Befides there were at table, four or five chil- 
dren, with their tutor; fb that you may 
cafily conceive how I was diverted with this 
family fupper." 

And I, gentlemen (faid Don Alexo Se- 
^^ giar) fupped at the houfe of Arfenia the 
^' aftrefs. We were fix in all; Arfenia, Flo- 
'' rimonda, with a coquette of her acquaint- 
** ance, the Marquis of Zeneta, Don Juan of 
" Moncada, and your humble fervant. We 
'^ fpent the night in drinking and ipeaking 
^* bawdy. Heavens! whatpleafurel 'Tis true, 
*^ indeed, Arfenia and Florimoada have not 
** much genius, but their wantonnefs Cv\^^V\^^ 
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" the place of wit. They are merry, briflc> 
<' romping creatures, and I love them a thou- 
" fand times better than your precife women 
«« of fenfc." 

CHAP. IV. 

tJow Gil Bias became acquainted with the valets of 
the beans — The admirable Jecret they imparted 
to him of acquiring the reputation of a mam 
cf wit, at a fmall expence; and the Jingukr 
oath which they oblige him to take^ 

IN this manner did thefe lords dontinue the 
converfation, until Don Matthias, whom, 
in the mean time, I helped to drefs, was ready 
to go abroad. Then he bad me follow him, 
and all the beaus together fct out for the ta- 
vern, to which Don Fernando de Gamboa had 
propofed to condudt them. As I walked in the 
rear, in company with three other valets (for 
each of the cavaliers had one) I obferved, not 
without wonder, that thefe three domeftic$ co- 
pied the air and manner of their refpeftive ma- 
ftcrs. Having faluted them as their new com- 
rade, they returned the civility, and one among 
them, after having obferved me fome minutes, 
faid, " Brother, I perceive that you have ne- 
*^ ver as yet ferved a young lord." — *' No, 
*^ indeed (anfwered I) it is not long fincc I 
" came to Madrid." — " So I fuppofcd (rcpli- 
" <A he) you fmell ftrong of the country: you 
** fecm timorous and aukward, and there is a 
^ ftifFnefs in your behaviour : but, no matter, 
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*^ we will foon polifh you, take my word." — 
** I am afraid you flatter me (faid I to him.)" 
•* Not at all (he replied) if you was the great- 
*^ eft blockhead in the univerfe, we (hall be 
** able to make you pafs, you may depend 
" upon it." 

This was enough to make me underftand 
that my confederates were brave lads, and that 
I could not be in better hands, in order to be- 
come a pretty fellow. When we arrived at 
the tavern, we found an entertainment ready, 
which Signor Don Fernando had the precau- 
tion to befpeak in the morning; our mafter« 
fat down to table, and we ftood ready to ferve 
them: then they began to talk with fuch gai- 
ety, that I was delighted to hear them. I was 
very much diverted with their different cha- 
rafters, thoughts, and expreffions : their fire! 
their fallies of imagination, made me believe 
them a new fpecies of men 1 When the deflfert 
was upon the table, we brought in a great 
number of bottles of the beft Spanilh wine ; 
and left them, to go and dine by ourfclves, in 
a little hall where the cloth was laid on pur- 
pofe. 

I foon perceived that the knights my com- 
panions, had more merit than I at firft ima- 
gined : they not only aflumed the manners of 
their matters, but even afFefted their very lan- 
guage; and thefe rafcals fucceeded fo well, that 
(the quality air excepted) there was no diffe^ 
rencc: I admired their free and eafy deport** 
menti was charmed with their wit, and de- 
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fpaircd of ever being fo agreeable. Theva- 
ictof Don Fernando (becaufe his mafter treated 
our'b) performed the honours of the banquet; 
aiid ihcit nothing might be wanting, called the 
li-ndlord, frying, *' Mailer Andrew Mantiia- 
*^ i^n, give us ten bottles of your very bcft 
*^ v/inc, and, according to cuftom, add them 
*^ to niy mafucr's bill." — "With all my heart 
*^ (replied the landlord) but, Mr. Gafpard,you 
*^ know that Signor Don Fernando owes me a 
** goedmanyentertainments already; and if by 
" your means I could touch a little money" 
" — Oh! (faid the valet, interrupting him) 
" give yourfelfno trouble aboutwhathe owes 
"you: ril anfwer for it: my mafter's debts 
" are as good as gold: 'tis true inded, fome 
" unmannerly creditors have feized our rents.; 
" but we fliall obtain a replevy very foon; 
" and then v/e fliall difcharge our bill with- 
" out fo much as examining the articles." 
'Mantuano brought the wine,, notwithftanding 
the rents being feized : and we drank it in ex- 
peftation of the replevy. It was a good jeft 
to fee us, every moment, toaftingone another, 
under the furnames of our mailers : Don An- 
tonio's valet giving the name of Gamboa to 
Don Jrernando's fervant, and Don Fernando's 
footman honouring Don Antonio's valet with j 
that of . Centelles: they called me Silva, and 
by degrees, we got as drunk under thofe bor- 
rowed names as our mailers to whom they 
properly belonged. 
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Though I did not fhine fo much as my 
companions, they did not fail to exprefs their 
approbation of me. " Silva (faid one of the 
" archeft among them) we fhall make fome- 
" thing of thee, my friend: T perceive thou 
*^ haft a fund of genius, but does not know 
^' how to ufe it to advantage. The fear of 
** Ipeaking nonlenfe hinders thee from talking 
^^ at a venture; and yet, by this alone, a 
*^ thoufand people now-a-days acquire the re- 
putation of wits. If thou haft a mind to 
ftiine, give the rein to thy vivacity, and 
indifferently rifle every thing that comes 
uppermoft. ~ Thy blunders will pafs for a 
'* noble boldnefs: and if, after having uttered 
a thoufand impertinences, one witticifm ef- 
capes thee, the filly things will be forgot, 
the lucky thought will be remembered, and 
the world will conceive an high opinion of 
'^ thy merit. This is what our matters prac- 
'*' tile with fuch fuccefs j and what every man 
. '* mutt do, who afpires to the reputation of a 
" diftinguifhed wit." 

Befides that I was but too^fond of pafling 
for a fine genius, the fecret which he haddif- 
clofed to me feemed fo eafy, that I was re- 
folved not to negle6t it. I put it inftantly to 
the proof, and the wine I had drank contri- 
buted to its fuccefs; that is, I fpoke at ran- 
dom, and had the good fortune to throw out, 
among a great deal of nonfenfe, fome flaflies 
of wit, by which I acquired great applaufe. 
;This coup d'ejfai filled me with confidence : I 
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collefted all my vivacity to produce feme 
bright fally, and chance befriended me in the 
attempt 

" Well (faid he who fpoke to me in the 
'* ftreet) don't you begin to get rid of your 
" ruft ? Thou haft not been two hours in our 
" company, and art already quite another 
** manr Thou wilt improve vifibly every day. 
" See what it is to ferve people of quality: 
'* it elevates the mind; while the being valet 
" to citizens has a quite contrary efFeft." — 
" Doubtlefs (anfwered I) and therefore I will 
" henceforth confecrate my fervice to the no- 
" bility/ — '' That's nobly faid (cried Don 
" Fernando's valet, half-feas over) it docs not 
*' belong to your citizens to poffefs fuch fupc- 
'^ perior geniules as we are. Come therefore, 
" gentlemen (added he) let us take an oath 
" never to ferve fuch rapfcallions, and fwear 
*^ to it by the river Styx/* Wc laughed 
heartily at Gafpard's conceit, which we ap- 
proved of very much, and took the burlefque 
oath with our glafles in our hands. 

Thus we continued at tableuntil our mailers 
were pleafed to retire, which was about mid- 
night ; a circumftance which my companions 
looked upon as an excefs of fobriety. 'Tis true, 
indeed, thefe young lords left the tavern in 
fuch good time, only with a view to yifit a fa- 
mous coquette, who lived at the court-end of 
the town, and kept open houfe for young men 
of pleafure by night as well as by d^. She 
was between thirty and forty years old, ftill 

extremely 
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extremely handfome, agreeable, and fo con- 
fummate in the art of pleafing, that (it was 
faid) fhe fold the remains of her beauty at a 
higher price than that which fhe had received 
for its firft-fruits. There were always in her 
houfe two or three other courtezans of the firft 
rank, who contributed not a little to the great 
concourfe of lords who frequented it. They 
went to play in the afternoon, then fupped, 
and fpent the night in drinking and making 
merry. Here our mafters ftaid till morning, 
and we alfo, without feeling the time lie heavy 
on our hands; for while they diverted them- 
felves with the miftrefles, we amufed ourfelves 
with the maids, and at laft departed all toge- 
ther at break of day, every one going to bed 
at his own home. 

My mailer, getting up as ufual about noon, 
dreffed himfelf, and went out. I followed him 
to the houfe of Don Antonio Centelles, where 
we found one Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old 
gentlen^an, and profefled rake. All the young 
Iparks, who had an ambition to become fine 
gentlemen, put themfelves under his tuition j 
by which they were formed for pleafure, taught 
to make a figure in the world, and to fpend 
their fortunes with a good grace,, he himfelf 
being under no apprehenfion of fqoandering 
away his own, which -was gone long ago. 
Thefe three cavaliers having lalutcd one an- 
other, Centelles faid to my mafter, " Faith, 
"Do|i Matthias, thou couldft not come at 
«* a better time ; Don Alvaro is going to cairy 
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" me to the houfe of a citizen, who has in- 
'^ vited the Marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan 
'' • de Moncada to dinner, and thou fhalt be 
** of the party." — " What is the name of this 
"citizen?" (faid Don Matthias) — " He is 
called Gregorio de Noriega (replied Don 
Alvaro) and I will, in two words, give 
" you a character of the man. His father, 
" who is a rich jeweller, having gone abroad 
** to negociate his affairs, left him the enjoy- 
** mcnt of a large income ; but Gregorio is a 
'* fool, who has a difpofition prone to fpcnd 
" his eftate, in doing which he afFefts the 
" beau, and would fain pafs for a man of fpi- 
" rit, in defpite of nature. As he begged me 
" to take him under my direftion, I govern 
" him at prefent : and I can affure you, gen- 
*^ tlcnien, he is in a fair way; his finances be- 
" ing already pretty well funk." — " I don't 
*^ at all doubt it (cried Centelles :) I fee him 
'^ already at the work-houfe. Come, Don 
" Matthias, let us make an acquaintance with 
*' him, that we may have fome Ihare in his 
*' ruin." — "With all my heart (replied my 
*' mafter) I love dearly to fee the fortune of 
*' thefe little upftart gentlemen overturned, 
*' becaufe they vainly pretend to rival us in 
" fplendor. Nothing, for example, ever gave 
** me fo much divcrfion as the misfortune of 
*^ that publican's fon, who was, by his incli- 
" nation forplav, and his vanity in aping the 
** great, obligdfl to fell all, to his very houfe." 
" Oh! as for jnim (faid Don Antonio) he de- 
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^^ ferves no companion; for he is as great a 
** coxcomb in his adverlity a$ he was in high 
^Mife." 

Centelles and my mafter repairing with Don 
Alvaro to the houfe of Gregorio de Noriega, 
Mogicon and I went thither alfo, both of us 
raviftied to find a feafl: going forward, and to 
have an opportunity of contributing, on our 
parts, to the ruin of a citizen. As we went 
in, we perceived feveral people bufy in, drefc- 
fmg the dinner i and the ragouts they were 
preparing fent forth a favoury fleam, that very 
much prepoflefled the fmell in favour of the 
tafte. The Marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan 
deMoncada arrived, and theentertainerfeemed 
to be. a great booby, who attempted in vain 
to ajQTume the carriage of a beau, being a very 
bad copy of thefe excellent originals; or rathec 
a downright fimpleton, who affedled an air of 
underftanding. Imagine to yourfelf a man of 
this charafter in the midft of five jokers, whofe 
fole aim was to exercife their raillery upon 
him, and engage him in infupportable expence. 
" Gentlemen (faid Don Alvaro, after the firft 
*^ compliments) I prcfent to you Signer Gre- 
■ *^ gorio de Noriega, as a complete cavalier. 
"Befidcs a thoufand other excellent qualifica- 
^"^ tions, he pofTeiTes an underftanding fo ex- 
*^ quifitely cultivated, that you cannot take 
*^ him amifs. He is equally ftrongon all fub- 
*^ je£ls, from the moft clofe and fubtle logic 
y down to the art of fpelling." — " Oh ! now . 
*' you flatter me (faid the citizen, ifiiterrupt- 
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'• ing him with a very foolilh laugh.) Si- 
•* gnor Alvaro, I may with more juftice return 
*• the compliment i for you are, as one may 
fay, a very draw-well of erudition." — "I 
had no defign (replied Don Alvaro) to fifh 
for fuch a genteel repartee; but upon my 
word, gentlemen, Signor Gregorio cannot 
** fail of acquiring great reputation in the 
*• world." — ** For my own part (fafd Don 
'* Antonio) what I am moft charmed with, 
" and what I greatly prefer to his knowledge 
*' in orthography is the judicious choice he 
** makes of his company : inftead of confin- 
*' ing himfelf to the converfation of citizens, 
" he cultivates acquaintance with none but 
" young lords, without giving himfelf any 
** trouble about the expencc attending it. 
'* There is in this conduft an elevation of fen- 
*' timent, and it may be called fpending one's 
** money with tafte and difcernment." 

Thefe ironical praifes were followed by a 
thoufand more of the fame fort, and poor 
Gregorio was fpared by none of themj each 
of the beaus, in his turn, breaking his jeft, 
the meaning of which the fool did not per- 
ceive. On the contrary, he took every thing 
in a literal fcnky and appeared very happy in 
hisguefts; nay, he feemed even pleafed with 
being turned into ridicule: and, in fliort, ferv- 
ed . them as a butt during the whole time of 
dinner. They ftaid with him the remaining 
part of the day, and all night long ; whilft we 
drank jU: difcretion as well as our mailers; and 

by 
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by the time they took leave of the citizen^ 
we were all in an excellent trim. 

CHAP. V. 

Gil Blaijets up for a num of gallantry y and be^ 
4omes acquainted with a fine lady. 

AFTER having refreflied myfelf with 
fbme hours of fleep> I got up in good 
humour ; and remembering uie advice I had 
received from Melendez, went (my matter not 
being yet awake) and prefented my reipe&s to 
the ftewardy whofe vanity Teemed not a little 
flattered with this inftance of my regard. He 
received me very graciouflyy and a£ked if I 
was not yet familiarized to the way of living 
pradiied among young noblemen. I replied^ 
that though it was quite new to me as yet> I did 
not defpair of being reconciled to it in time. 

And truely this happened very foon; for my 
humour and difpofition fuffered a thorough 
change. From being fedate and penfive, I 
became a brifk> blundering coxcomb; and 
the valet of Don Antonio complimented me 
on my metamorphofis, faying^ that there was 
«aow nothing wanting to make me illuftrious^ 
but an intrigue; which, he affirmed, was ab* 
folutely neccflary towards finiihing the charac* 
ter of a pretty fellow, all our ccMnrades being 
beloved by fome fair lady, and he alone being 
in poflelfion of the good graces of no lefs than 
two women of quality. I believed the rogue 
told a lye^ and faid to him^ *^ Monfieur Mo^ 
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*' gicon, to be fure youare a handfome j'oung 
" fellow, who hay^ a great deal of wit and 
«' merit; but I cannot conceive how ladies of 
*^ quality (efpeciAlly as you 'cjon't live among 
*' loch) can allow themlelvcs to Be cbarmed 
*' by a man of your condition." — " Why tru- 
*^ ly (fuid he) they don't know who I 'am.— I 
^•make all xny conqi*efts in die drefa, and 
"even in the nime of my mafter. I'll tell 
f« you how: I drefs myfelf like a young no- 
<< blemanj I affame his behaviour, and go out 
^ to take the airs I ogle all the women I fee, 
f^ until I meet with one who returns the leer; 
*^ ber I. follow,, and find rrieans to fpeak with, 
V I : call .niyfelf Don Antm^io de Cencelles> 
«* and demand an Agnation, upon which the 
'^ lady . ftandd' upon ceremony: I prefs her to 
5' comply; flie yields, et deter a. — By this con- 
^^ duft, my child (added he) I have fucceed- 
*< ed in my intrigues, and I advife thee to fol- 
** low my example.** 

I was too ambitious of making a figure not 
to liften to this advice, and befides felt no aver* 
fion to a love intrigue : I therefore refolved X.0 
difguife my.'elf like a young nobleman, and 
go in qucilof amorous adventures; but as I 
durll noc drefs myfcif in our own houfe, for 
fear of being obferved, I took a rich fuit of 
x:lothcs from my mailer's wardrobe, and, 
making it up in. a 43undle carried it to the 
houfe of a little barber, a friend of mine, 
where I thought I could drefs and undrefs 
with more CQavenietvje. .Xi>erc. I. adorned rny- 
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felf to th^ beftqf my power, the barber lendy 
'^ing a helping hand, in order to fct me ofF,; 
and when we imagined it was imppfllbleto 
add any- thing to. my appearance, I walked to- 
wards St. Jerome's meadow 5 from whence 
J was perfuaded I Ihould not return without; 
having found fome intrigue to my liking: 
but before I was obliged to go fo far frona 
.home, I ftarted ooe f)£ a very brilliant ex- 
peftation. 

As I was crofling a bye-ftreet, I faw a lady 

.richly drefled, and perfedtly genteel, come oat 

of a fmall houfe, and get into a hack*ney*- 

x:oach that flood before the door; >ipop wl^icb^ 

ilopping ihprt to ga?e, I bowed to her in. fu ok 

a manner, as to inform her that 2 was not at 

all difgufl:e4 at her appearance j • an4 fte, e© 

let, me fee flie deferved my notice ftill more 

than I imagined, lifted up her veil for a mo* 

ment, and prefented a moft agreeable coun* 

tenance to my view: mea^^i while thecoaoh 

drove off, and I remained in the ftreet, not a 

little ftruck with this apparition : " What a 

'^ charming figure ! (faid I to myfelf) Blefs 

*^ me ! this isjuft what I wanted to complete 

'' my charafter. If the two ladies who. arc 

*^ in love with Mogicon, are as l^apdfomc as 

" this, I pronounce him a lucky knave, I 

.** ftiould be charmed with my fate had I 

*^ fuch a miftrcfs/' 

While I made thefe reflections, I caft my 
eyes by accident towards thp houfe from 
whence I had feen this lovely ^firo^ture cci^rw 
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out, and perceived at a parlour-window an 
old gentlewoman, who beckoned me to 
come in. 

I flew into the houfe tn an inftant, and 
found, in a pretty handfome parlour^ this ve- 
nerable and difcreet matron, who, taking me 
for a marquis at leaft, faluted me with great 
refpeft, faying, " I don't at all doubt, Si- 
gnor, that you have conceived a very bad 
opinion of a woman, who, without being 
acquainted with you, beckons you into her 
** houfe: but perhaps you will think more 
** favourably of me, when you Ihall know 
•' that I don't treat every body in the fame 
•* manner. But you, I fuppofe, are a court- 
*' lord." — **You are not miftaken, my foul, 
•' faid I (fh-etching out my right leg, and 
*' poifing my body on my left hip) I am, 
" without vanity, of one of the befl families 
'* in Spain." — ** I thought fo by your ap- 
^' pearance (fhe replied) and I own I love to 
oblige people of quality; that is my foible. 
— I obferved you through the window, 
*' looking very earnefUy (as I fuppofe) at a 
lady who had juft parted from me. Have 
you a paflion for her ? tell me fincerely.'* 
Upon the faith of a courtier (anfwered I) 
*' fhe has captivated me. I never faw any 
'* thing more tempting than that creature.— 
*' Bring us together, my good mother, and 
** depend upon my acknowledgement : fuch 
*' good offices rendered to us grandees, fel- 
" dom pafs unrecompenfed." 

«' I have 
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^* I have already told you (replied the old 
^* gentlewoman) that I am wholly devoted to 
*' people of quality, and delight in being ufe* 
" ful to them. I admit into my houfe, for 
" inftance, certain ladies, whom the exteriors 
" of virtue hinder from receiving their gal- 
*' lants at home; therefore I accommodate 
them with my houfe, in Order to reconcile 
the warmth of their complexions with the 
" rules of decency." — " Very well (faid I to 
" her) and I fuppole you have granted that 
*' favour to the lady in queftion." — " No, 
** (fhe replied) this lady is a young widow of 
** quality, who wants a lover: but Ihc is fo 
*' nice in that particular, that I don't know 
** if you yourfelf will pleafe her, notwith- 
^* Handing your extraordinary merit : I have 
** already prefented to her three ftout ca- 
** valiers, whom Ihe treated with difiiain.'*-— 
^' Adzooks! my dear (cried I, with an air 
of aflurance) thou haft no more to do, but 
to put me on the fcent. I will give thee a 
good account of her, believe me. I long 
"' to have a tete-i-tete with a fhy beauty, hav- 
ing never as yet met with one of that cha- 
rafter."—^' Well (faid the old lady) if yoti 
" come hither to-morrow about this time, 
your curiofity may be fatisfied." — " I will 
not fail (anfwered I) and we fhall fee whe<* 
" ther or not a youhg nobleman, fuch as I^ 
" may tafte the pleafure of a conaueft/* 

I returned to the houfe of the little barber, 
without ikfiring any other adventures^ b\i\ 
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very impatient to fee the ifliie of this. Next 
day, therefore, having been at great pains to 
fet myfelf off, I repaired to the old gende- 
wom^n s houfe, an hour before the appoint- 
ment. " Signor (faid fhe) I fee you are 
** pundlual, and am glad of it: for you v;ill 
" find it well worth your trouble. I have 
*^ feen your young widow and have had feme 
*' difcouric with her about you. She has for- 
bid me to fpeakj but I have conceived fuch 
a friendfhip for you, that I cannot hold my" 
" tongue. You have had the good fortune 
*^ to make an imprcfiion on her heart, and 
** will be happy very foon. Between you 
and me, the lady is a delicious morfel; her 
hufoand lived with her but a very fliort 
time; he fleeted away, as it were, like a 
Ihadow ; fo that flie is as good as a maiden." 
The good matron, doubtlefs, meant one of 
thofe fprightly maidens, who know how to 
enjoy life without the incumbrance of matri- 
mony. 

In a little time the heroine of the affigna- 
tion arrived in a ftage-coach, as fhe had done 
jthe day before, adorned.with all the pomp of 
-drcfs. As foon as (he appeared in the hall, 
I began by five or fix a-k-mode bows, ac- 
.companied with the moil falliionable con- 
tortions; after which, I approached her with 
a very familiar air, faying^ " My princefs, 
*^ behold a young nobleman, who is enwrapt 
^^ with your beauty. Your *image, fmce ycf- 
*■' tcrday, has ingefiantly j>refcnted itfelf to 
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my imagination and expelled a ducheis, 
who had begun to get footing in my heart." 
The triumph (anfwered flie, taking off her 
veil) is too glorious for m.c, and yet I do 
not perfeftly enjoy itj for you young 
noblemen are prone to change, and your 
hearts, they fay, are more difficult to keep 
than quickfilver/' — " But, my queen (I re- 
plied) let us mind the prefent only, and let 
futurity fhift for itfelf ; you are h'andfome, 
^^ and I amorousi and, if you approve of 
^* my paffion, let us engage without any fur- 
'^ ther refieftion, and embark like failors, who 
^^ think only of the pleafures, without per- 
" ceiving the perils of their voyage." 

So faying, I threw myfelf, in a transport, 
at the feet of my nymph, and, the better to 
imitate the beaus, prejSed her, in a petulant 
manner, to make me happy. She feemed a 
little moved by my intrieaties, but thought ic 
^as too foon to yield i therefore puihing mc 
gently from her, " Hold (faid Ihe) you are 
" two forward and have the oir of a liber* 
tine; I am afraid you are no better than a 
downright rake." — " O fye, Madam '.(cried 
I) fure you cannot hate what all ladies, gf 
'* fafliion love: none but tradefmen*s wives 
" exclaim againll libertinifm."— " You are 
*' certainly in the right ((he replied) and I 
" cannot rcfifl: fuqh a convincing reafon. It 
" is in vain, I find, to ufe grimace with 
" noblemen like you; and the women muit 
" advance one half of ithe way. . Know then 
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'* your viftory (added fhe, with an appear- 
" ance of confufion, as if her modefty fuf- 
" fered in the confeffion) you have infpired 
" me with fentiments which I never felt b«- 
" fore, and I want only to know who you 
" are, that I may determine to choofeyou 
*^ for my lover. I believe, you are a young 
*' lord, and, moreover, a man of honour. 
" But of this I am not aflured; and howfo- 
*' ever I may be prepoffeffed in your favour, 
" I am refolved not to beftow my affcftiorj on 
*^ a perfon unknown." 

It was then I remembered the expedient of 
Don Antonio's valet, on the fan^e occafions; 
and, after his example, having a mind to pafs 
for my matter, ** Madam, faid I (to my wi- 
" dow) I will not refufe to tell you my name, 
" which I need not be afhamed to own— Did 
*' you never hear of Don Matthias de Silva ?" 
*' Yes (replied fhe) I have even feen him at 
*' the houiC of a lady, an acquaintance (^ 
^* mine/* Although I was pretty well flock- 
ed with impudence, this anfwer difconcertcd 
me a good deal; however, I recoUefted my- 
felf in an inftant, and making an effort of 
genius, to extricate myfelf, •* Well, then, my 
angel (faid I) you know a lord whom— I 
know alfo* Since you muft have it, I am 
one of the feme family; his grandfather 
'* married my grand-uncle's fifter-in-law : fo 
** that you fee we are very nearly related.-^ 
•' My name is Don Caefar, and I am the only 
^^ fon of the illuftrious Don Fernando de Ribera, 

" who 
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'* who was flain fifteen years ago, in a battle 
"^ that was fought on the frontiers of Por- 
*^ tugal. I could defcribe the aftion, which 
'^ was helliftily hot -, but that would be lofing 
** the precious moments which love prompts 
^' us to employ in a more agreeable man- 
'^ ner/' 

After this difcourfe I became more pref- 
fing and paflionate: but all to little effe A; 
the favours which my goddefs bellowed upon 
me, only ferving to make me figh after thofe 
which Ihe refufed : but though the barbarous 
creature got into her coach that waited at the 
door, I went home very well fatisfied with 
my good fortune, although I was not yet per- 
feftly happy. If, faid I to myfelf, I have not 
been able to obtain the heighth of my wifhes, 
it is, becaufe my princefs is a lady of rank 
and delicacy, who thinks it indecent to yield 
to my tranfports during the firfl- interview. 
The pride ot her birth has retarded my hap- 
pinefs, which, however, is only delayed for 
a few days. Not but that I had likewife fbmc 
fufpicions, that the whole affair was a well- 
concerted trick. But I loved to confider it in 
the moft favourable point of view, and to 
prcferve the advantageous opinion I had con- 
ceived of the lady, with whom I had agreed 
to meet again next day; the hope of accom- 
plifhing my wifhes giving me a tafte, by 
anticipation^ of the pleafurcs I expefted to 
€«joy. 
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With my fancy full of thefe fmiling images, 
I returned to the houfe of my barber, where 
I changed my drefs, and went to wait upon 
my matter at a tennis-court, where I knew 
he was. I found him engaged in play, and 
even perceived that he had been lucky ; for 
he was none of thofe phlegmatic gamefters, 
who enrich or ruin themfelves,Svithout chang- 
ing a feature. In his profperity he was full 
of infulting raillery: but very morofe when 
fortune declared againft him. Leaving the 
tennis-court in great good humour, he went 
direftly to the prince's theatre, and I follow- 
ed him to the play-houfe door, where giving 
me a ducat " Here, Gil Bias, (faid he) fince 
** I have been lucky, thou fhalt feel the ef- 
fects of it; go and enjoy thyfelf with thy 
companions and about midnight come to 
*' me at the houfe of Arfenia, where I am to 
^* fup with Don Alexo Segiar/' So faying, 
he went in, and Lremained thinking howl 
Ihould fpend my ducat, according to the in- 
tention of the donor. I was not long in fuf- 
pence; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, appeared 
all of a fudden, and I carried him to the next 
tavern, where we regaled ourfelves till twelve 
o'clock; and from thence repaired together 
to the houfe of Arfenia, where he was like- 
wife ordered to rendezvous. A little lacquey 
opened the door, and introduced us intO'-jj 
parlour, where, the waiting-women of Arfenia 
and Florimonda fat together, laughing as if 

for 
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hr a wager, while their miftrefles entertained 
)ur mailers above. 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had 
fupped to their fatisfaftion, could not be dif- 
agreeablc to chambermaids 5 efpecially to thofc 
3f the aftreflesj but what was my aftonifli- 
iient, when, ifi the perfon of one of them, 
[ beheld my widow! my adorable widow, 
^vhorn I believed a marchionefs, or countefs. 
She feemed no lefs forprifed at feeing her Don 
Caefar de Ribera metamorphofed into the va- 
let de chambre of a beau: however we ob- 
ferved one another without being difconcert- 
ed; and both, at one time, were feized with 
fuch a violent inclination to laugh, that we 
could not help indulging it. After which, 
Laura (fo was my princefs called) taking me 
afide, while Clarino made up to her com- 
panion, very gracioufly prefented her hand, 
faying, foftly " Take it, Don Casfar: in- 
ftead of reproaching let us compliment 
one another, my friend: you performed 
your part to admiration; and I did not be- 
have amifs in mine. What fay you ? con- 
fefs that you took me for one of thofe fine 
ladies of quality, who amufe themfelves 
with intrigues." — " 'Tis true (anfwered I) 
but whofoever you are my queen, I have 
not changed my fentiments with mydrefs: 
I beg you will accept my fervices, and al- 
low the valet de chambre of Don Matthias 
to finifh that which Don Casfar had fo hap- 
pily begun." — ^'^ Yes (faid fhe) I love thee 
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'^ ftill better in thy own chara£ter than in 
*' that of another: thou art jull: fuch a man 
** as I am a woman, and that is the ftrongeft 
** approbation I can beftow : I therefore re- 
*' ceive thee into the crowd of my adorers; 
** we fliall hare no more occafion for the mi- 
•* niftry of the old woman : for thou may'ft 
*' come hither witTi the utmoft freedom: wc 
** ladies of the ftage lire without conftraint 
** and helter-flcelter with the men. The cf- 
^* fedb of this communication are fometimes 
'^ very vifible indeed; but the town laughs 
'' at them, and our bufinefs, thou knoweft, 
** is to divert it/' 

Here we brokeofF, becaufe there were others 
prefent, and the converfation became gene- 
ral, fprightly, joyous, and full of palpable 
double entendres. Every one bore a part; 
Arfenia's maid in particular, my lovely Laura, 
fhone very much, and ihowcd a great deal 
more wit than virtue. On the other hand, 
our matters and the aftreffes often burft out | 
into long fits of laughter, which we over- 
heard, and from which we concluded that 
their difcourfe was much of the fame ftamp 
with our own. If all the fine things which 
were faid that night at Arfenia's had been 
committed to writing, they would have com- 
pofed, I believe, a treatifc very inftruftive for 
youth. In the mean time, the hour of re- 
treat, that is, the dawn arrived, and we were 
obliged to part. Clarino followed Don Alexo, 
and I went home with Don Matthias, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The converfation of fome noblemen about the 
players in the prince's company. 

THAT day, while my mafter was dref- 
fing, he received a billet from Doii 
Alexo Segiar, defiring his company at his 
houfe, whither he went, and found with him 
the Marquis of Zeneta, and another young 
nobleman of a good mien, whom I had never 
feen before, ** Don Matthias (faid Segiar 
** to my mafter, prefenting the unknown ca- 
** valier) this is Don Pompeio de Caftro, a 
** relation of mine, who has been at the court 
*^ of Portugal almoft from his infancy: he 
<* arrived at Madrid laft night, and will fet 
** out to-morrow for Lifbon, fo that, as he 
'^ can fpare me only one day, I am refolved 
** to enjoy the precious opportunity, and, in 
*' order to make it the more agreeable to him, 
'* have called you and the Marquis of Zeneta 
" to my affiftance." Upon this, my mafter 
and Don Alexo's kinfman embraced and com- 
plimented one another, and I was much ^leafed 
with the difcourfe of Don Pompeio, who 
feemed to have a great Ihare of judgement 
and penetration. 

Having dined at Segiar's, thefe noblemen 
amufed themfelves at cards till the hour of 
going to the play; and then went all together 
to the prince's theatre, to/ec a new tragedy, 
intitlcd. The Queen of Carthage* After the 

Vol. I. N tc^c^- 
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rcprefentation of the piece, they returned* 
and fupped where they had dined: the con- 
yerfation, at firft, turning on the poem they 
had feen pcrfornied. and afterwards upon the 
aftors. " As for the work itfelf (cried Don 
*< Matthias) I have no great opinion of itj 
'* it tnakes -ffineas ftill more infipid than he 
*' is reprefented in the ^neid; but every 
-*' body muft agree it was divinely played. 
*' What fays Signor Don Pompeio ? He docs 
" not feem to be of my way of thinking."— 
*' Gentlemen (faid that cavalier, fmiling) I 
'* have perceived you fo much charmed with 
«' your players, andj in particular, with your 
" aftrefles, that I ought not to be J(b bold as 
.** to fignify my diffent from your opinions."— 
*' You are much in the right (faid Don 
*' Alexo, in a jocular manner) your cenfures 
*' will be very unfeafonahle here; and you 
*« ought to fhow fome refpeft for our aftrcffes 
** before us, who are the trunopets of their 
*^ reputation^ As we drink with them every 
*^ day, we can do no lefs than warrant them 
*' perfedb in their vocation \ and even give 
*.« them certificates if there be occaiion for 
** it." — " I do not at all doubt it (anfwered 
*^ his relation) and I dare fay you would do 
*' the fame for their morals, fo much are you 
'^ their friends." 

" Your comedians at Lifbon (faid the Mar- 
*' quis of Zeneta, with a fneer) are doubt- 
** lefs, much better than ours." — " Yes, cer- 
tainly (replied Don Pompeio) at leaft, there 

^' are 
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*' are fome of them who have no defe£V."— . 
*^ And thefe refumed the Marquis) may cje* 
pend upon your certificate." — " I have no 
connexion with them (faid Don Pompeio) 
and, as I never enter into their parties of 
pleafure, can judge of their merit without 
prejudice. But do you really (added he) 
think your company fo excellent ?" — ^^ No,, 
faith ! (faid the Marquis) I believe no fuch 
thing; and provided you give me leave to 
defend a very fmall number of the players 
I will willingly give up all the reil. Won't 
you allow that fhe who played the part of 
" Dido is an admirable afkrefs ? Did fhe not 
*' reprefent that queen with all the dignity 
** and grace which is conformable to the idea 
'* we have of her? and did not you admir6 
her art in engaging the mind of the fpec-- 
tator, and making him feel the emotions 
of all thofe paflions that are exprefled ? 
She may be faid to be confummately fkilled. 
*^ in all the refinements of declamation." — " I- 
*' agree (faid Don Pompeio) that fhe knows 
how to awake and touch the pafTions of the 
audience; no player had evermore feeling, 
and, on the whole, her reprefentation is 
very fine. But fhe is far from being aper- 
*' feft aftrefs. I was fhocked with two or 
*^ three things in her performance. When 
^* fhe would exprefs . furprize fhe rolls her 
eyes in fuch an extravagant manner, as very 
ill becomes the deportment of a princefs. 
Add to this, that in raifing her voice, 

N 2 <f which 
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«« which is naturally low, Ihc corrupts the 
*« fweetnefs of it, and produces a very dif- 
^* agreeable croaking : befides, in nnore places 
<* than one, fhe gave reafon to fufpedt that 
<* fhe did not very well underftand her part: 
" but, however, I am inclined to impute this 
" rather to inattention than want of capa- 
" city." 

" By what I can fee (faid Don Matthias 
«« to the critic) you will fcarce write a pane- 
*« gyric on our aftrefles." — " Pardon me (re- 
<« plied Don Pompeio) I can difcover great 
" talents through their defefts. I own I was 
" enchanted with that aftrefs who perform- 
" ed the part of a chambermaid in the intcr- 
" ludes: fhe has a fine genius, treads the 
" ftage gracefully, and every witticifm Ihe 
*^ utters is feafoned with a farcaftic fmile, 
" full of charms, which very much enhances 
" the value of what is faid. She may, in- 
^« deed, be blamed for indulging her fire, 
" fometimes, a little too much, and tranf- 
«' grefling the bounds of modeft affurance. 
" Butwcmuft not be too feverej and I could 
" only wifli that fhe would corre6t one bad 
^^ habit fhe has contraded. Oft-times, in the 
" middle of a ferious fcene, fhe interrupts the 
*' performance all of a fudden, by yielding 
to a filly defire of laughing, with which 
fhe is feized. You'll fay fhe is applauded 
by the pit, even at thefe times: there, I 
own, fhe is lucky." 
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^^ Well, what do you think of the men? 
'* (faid the nmarquis, interrupting him) fure- 
*' ly you'll charge them full volley, fince you 
** have been fo unmerciful to the women." — 
** No (faid Don Pompeio) I think you have 
" fome promifing young aftors; and am par- 
" ticularly pleafed with that fat comedian 
** who a6ted the part of Dido's prime mi- 
" nifter: he repeats very naturally, and de- 
"claims juft as they do in Portugal." — " If 
" he can pleafe you (faid Segiar) you muft 
" be charmed with the adion of him who 
" played the part of -^neas. Is not he a 

* " great comedian! an original 1" — '^ Very ori- 

• ** ginal! (replied the critic) hia cadence is 
** quite peculiar, and his tones abundantly 
** fhrill: *he almoft always deferts nature, 
** hurries over the words which contain the 
" fentiment, and places the emphafis where 
/* it fhould not be; making paufes even on 
*' articles and conjunftions. He diverted me 
*^ very much; particularly when he exprelTed 
** to his confidant the violence he did him- 

- ** felf in abandoning the princefs; never was 
' " grief more comically exprefled."— " Soft- 
*^ ly coufin (replied Don Alexo) thoj wilt 
*' make us believe, by and by, that there is 
** not a great deal of tafte at the c urt of 
** Portugal. Doft thou know that the aftor 
*^ of whom we fpeak is reckoned a phoenix ? 
** Didft thou not hear what claps of applaufe 
** he obtained I A plain proof that he is far 
from being contemptible*"—** That is no 



u 



<( 



<c 



270 The ADVENTURES of 

" proof at all (anfwered Don Pompeio). Gcn- 
" tiemen (added he) let us not, I beg of yoa, 

lay any ftrefs upon the applaufe of the 
' pit, which is often beftowed very unfea- 

fonably:— nay, more feldom on true merit 
*' than on falfe, 'as Phaedrus obferves, by an 
** ingenious fable, which I beg leave to re- 
*' peat. Here it is — 

" The inhabitants of a certain city beirrg 
" affembled in public to fee pantomimes, 
•* there was among the performers afavour- 
^' ire after whom they applauded every mo- 
*^ ment. This buffoon, having a mind to 
" clofe the fcenc with a new kind of reprc- 
" fentation, appeared alone upon the ftage, 
'^ ftooped down, covering his head with his 
*' cloak, and fqueaking like a pig, acquitted 
** himfelf fo well, that the audience aftually 
*' imagined he had one under his clothes: 
*' they ordered him therefore to ftrip; which 
*' he having done, and nothing appearing) 
*^ the whole affembly thundered applaufe.— 
*' A peafant who happened to be one of the 
" fpedtators, fhocked at thefe expreffions of 
*' admiration, cried, ^^ Gentlemen, youjhavefto 
** caufe to be charmed with that buffoon, 
'^ who is not fuch an exquifite a6bor as you 
^' imagine: I can play the pig better than he, 
*^ and, if you doubt it, come hither again to- 
*^ morrow at this hour. The people, pre- 
'^ poffeffed in favour of their pantomimes, rc- 
'^ aiTembled next day in greater numbers, ra- 
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^ ther to hifs the peafant than fee what he 
** could do. The two rivals appearing on 
**" the ftagd, the buffoon began, and was ap- 
** plauded more than ever: then the country- 
" man, ftooping in his turn, and muffling his 
^ head in his cloak, pinched the ear of a real 
*^ pig, which he held under his arm, and made 
** it fqueak moft piercingly i neverthelefs, 
^^ the audience gave the preference to the pan- 
" tomime, and hooted the peafant, who" all 
*' of a fudden producing the pig to- the Ipec- 
** tators. Gentlemen, faid he, it is not me 

whom' you hifs, but this poor pighimfelf: 

fuch excellent judges you are!" 
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Coufin (faid Alexo) thy fable is too fc- 
vere: but notwithftanding thy pig,! we will 
not give up our opinion. Let us change 
the difcourfe (added he) I am tired of this 
fubjeft. So, thou wilt depart to-morrow, 
in 4>ite of my defire to enjoy thy company 
a little longer?" — " I wilh I could make a 
longer flay at Madrid (replied his kinf- 
man) but it is not in my power. I have 
told you already, that I came to the court 
of Spain about an affair of Hate; and, at 
my arrival yeflerday, had an audience of 
the prime minifler, whom I fhall fee again 
to-morrow morning; immediately after 
which I fhall fet out on my return to Lif- 
bon." — " Thou art become altogether Por- 
tuguefe (faid Segiar) and in all likelihood 
wilt never return to live ia^Matirid;"'— *? I 
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«• believe I (hall not (anfwered Don Pom- 
peio) for I am fo happy as to be beloved by 
the king of Portugal, and enjoy a great 
deal of pleafure at his court. But notwith- 
ftanding his kindnefs to me, would you be- 
lieve that I have been on the point of quit- 
ting his dominions for ever?" — ^* Pray tell 
js the reafon (faid Don Alexo.)" — " With 
fill my heart (anfwered Don Pompeio) and 
at the fame time will relate the ftory of 
my life/' 

CHAP. VII. 

TTbe hijiory of Don Pompeio de Caftro. 

DON Alexo (added he) knows that while 
I was yet a little boy I refolved to carry 
arms; and thait, feeing our own country in pro- 
found peace, I went to Portugal, from whence 
I paffed over into Africa with the Duke of 
Braganza, who gave me employment in the 
srmy under his command. Being a younger 
brother of very fmall fortune, I was under a 
neccflity of fignalizing myfelf in fuch a man- 
ner as to attradt the notice of the general; and 
did my duty fo well, that the duke promoted 
and put me into a condition to ferye with ho- 
nour. After a Jong war, the iflue of which 
you all know, I attached myfelf to the 'court ; 
and the king, upon the recommendation of 
the general officers, gratified me with a con- 
fiderablepenQon. Senfible of this monafc|i's 
gencrofity^. I ioft no occaHon of manifefting 
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my gratitude by my afliduity; and was always 
in attendance at thofe hours in which people 
are permitted to pay their refpeds ; by which 
behaviour I infenfibly acquired the love of 
that prince, who honoured me with new fa- 
vours. 

Having one day diftinguifhed myfelf at the 
ring, and a bull fight that preceded it, the 

* whole court commended my ftrength and ad- 
dfefs; and when I returned home, loaded 
with applaufe, I found a billet importing that 
a lady, the conqueft of whom ought to flatter 
me more than all the honour I had that day 
acquired, wanted to converfe with me 5 and 
that I fhould in the twilight repair to a certain 
place that was defcribed. This letter gave me 
more pleafure than all the praife I had re^eiv-^ 

• ed, and I imagined that the peribn who wrote 

• it muft be a lady of the firft quality. You 

* may eafily guefs that I flew to^the rendezvous, 
^ where an old woman being in waiting, to 

fcrve as a guide, introduced me by a little 
garden-door into a great houfe, and fliut me 
m a rich clofet, faying, " Stay here until I in- 
•' form my mifl:refs of your arrival." I per- 
ceived a great many curious things in this 
clofet, which was enlightened by a great 
number of wax-candles; but my fole view in 
confidering its magnificence was to confirm 
myfelf in the opinion I had already conceived 
of the lady's rank. If all that I faw feemed 
to aflure me (he was a perfon of the firft qua- 
lity, when fhe appeared I was convinced q£ 

N 5 "v^^ 
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it, by her noble and majeftie air. Ncverthc- 
lefs I was millaken, 

" Signer cavalier (faid flie) after the ad- 
vances I have made> it would be ridiculous to 
conceal the tender fentiments I have for you, 
which, however, were not inspired by that 
merit you have this day fhown before the 
whole court. That only has haftened the 
difcovery : for I have feen you more than once, 
and enquired into your charafter, which 
pleafed me fo much that I determined to fol- 
low my inclination. Don't imagine, added 
fhe, that you have made a conqueft of fomc 
duchefs. I am no other than the widow of a 
limple officer of the king's guards: but what 
makes your viftory ftill more glorious, is the 
preference I give you to one of the greateft 
lords of the kingdom. The Duke of Almeyda 
is in love with me> and fpares nothing to in- 
flame me with a mutual paflion ; but hitherto 
he has been unfuccefsful, and I fulFer his ad- 
drefles only through vanity/* 

Though I found by her difcourfe that I had 
to do with a coquet, I thought myfelf very 
much obliged to fortune for this adventure: 
Donna Hortenfia (fo was the lady called) was 
ftill in the prime of youth; and I was dazzled 
with her beauty: befides, Ihe offered me the 
pofTefTion of a heart which would not yield to 
the addrefTes of a duke. What a triumph 
was this for a young Spanifli cavalier ! I ac- 
cordingly threw myfelf at her feet, tibankcd 
her for her goodnefsj faid all that a man of 



G I L B L A S. 2JS 

gallantry could utter on fuch an occafion; aixi 
fhe had reafon to be fatisfied with the tranf- 
ports of my gratitude. We parted the bed 
Friends in the world, after having agreed to 
fee one another every night on which fhe 
fhould be difengaged from the Duke of Al- 
meyda, and this fhe promifed to advertife me 
of punftually; in which fhe did not fail ;"fo 
that, in a word, I became the Adonis of this 
new Venus. 

But the pleafures of life arc far from being 
eternal ! Whatever meafures the lady could 
take to conceal our corrcfpondence from my 
rival, he did not fail to get notice of the whole 
of what it was fo much our interefl to keep 
from his knowledge. A maFcontent chamber- 
maid informed him of the affair; and that 
lord, naturally generous, but withal haughty, 
jealous, and paffionate, was incenfed at myf 
prefumption: rage and jealoufy took pofTef- 
fion of his foul ; and following the diftates of 
his fury, he refolved to avenge himfelf of me 
in an infamous manner. One night, whilel 
was with Hortenfia, he waited for me at the 
little garden-door, attended by all his foot- 
men, armed with clubs; and as foon as I came 
out, making thefe wretches feize me, ordered 
them to cudgel me to death, " Strike, faid 
he, and let the audacious villain perifh under 
your hands; for fo I am refolved topunifh his 
infolence." He had no fooner fpoke thefe 
words than his people afTaulted me all toge- 
ther, and gave me fo many blows, that I la^ 

N 6 ^t^\.Oci&^ 
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'ftretchcd upon the ground without fenfe or 
motion. After which they retired with their 
mafter, who had regaled hinnfelf with this 
r cruel execution; and I remained as they left 
me during the reft of the night. At break 
of day fome people happened to pafs, and per- 

• ceiving ftill fome life in me, were fo charitable 
as to carry me to the houfe of a furgeon: 

: luckily my wounds were not mortal, and I 
fell into the hands of a Ikilful artift, who 

• made a perfcft cure of me in two months ; at 
the end of which time, I repaired again to 

• court, and refumed my former way of living, 

• fave that I never went back to Hortenfia, who 
f on her part took no ftep to fee' me again, bc- 

caufe the duke on thefe terms had pardoned 
:Jier infidelity. 

My adventure being univerfally known, and 

nobody fufpefting my courage every one was 
. aftonilhed to fee me as tranquil as if I had not 

received an affront: for I imparted my thoughts 

• to no man breathing, and feemed to be void 
of all refentment; fo that people did not know 

-what to think of my feigned infenfibility. 

- Some believed that, notwithftanding my cou- 

' rage, the rank of my antagonift kept me in 

awe, and obliged me to digeft the injury: 

i others, with more reafon, fufpefted my fi- 

" lence, and looked upon the peaceful appear- 

; ance I put on as ^ deceitful calm. C)f this 

: opinion was the king, who did not think m« 

a perfbn that would leave fuch an outrage un- 

punilhed; but believed that I would not fail 

a to 
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to revenge myfelf as foon as I could find a fa- 
vourable opportunity. That he nnight know 
whether or not he guefled my fentiments 
aright, he called me one day into his clofet, 
where he faid, " Don Pompeio, I know the 
accident which halTiappened to you, and am, 
I confefs, furprifed at your tranquillity, which 
muft certainly be diflimulation" — " Sire, I 
replied, 1 know not who was the aggreflbr, 
having been attacked in the dark by people 
unknown -, fo that I muft confole myfelf for 
the misfortune as well as I can." — " No, no, 
(faid the king) you muft not think to dupe me 
with that evafion, which is all diflembledi I 
have been informed of the whole affair: the 
Duke of Almeyda has given you a mortal af- 
front. You are a gentleman and a Caftilian, 
and I know what thefe qualities oblige you to 
do. You have formfed a refolution to avenge 
yourfelf. Communicate your fcheme to me. 
I infift upon it — and don't be afraid that you 
fhall have caufe to repent of making me your 
confidant." 

^^ Since your niajefty (anfwered I) com- 
mands it, I will difcover my fentiments. Yes, 
Sir, I intend to take vengeance for the affront 
I have fufFered. Every one who bears tKe 
name of a gentleman is accountable for it to 
his family. You know the unworthy treat- 
ment I have received; and I purpofe to affaf- 
linate the Duke, of Almeyda, to revenge my- 
felf in a manner fuitable to the" offence. 1 will 
^ plunge a poniard in his breaft, or Ihoot ki\xv 
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through the head, and efcape if I can into 
Spain. This is my dcfign." — " It is a violent 
one (faid the king) neverthelefs I cannot 
condemn it, after the cruel outrage which the 
Duke of Almeyda has committed upon you. 
He is worthy of the chaftifement you referve 
for him : but do not execute your cnterprife 
in a hurry. Leave it to me to find out an ex- 
pedient for bringing you to an accommoda- 
tion." — " Ah, Sir ! (cried I, very much cha- 
grined) why did you oblige me to reveal my 
lecret ? What expedient can — " — " If I don't 
find one to your fatisfaftion (faid he, inter- 
rupting me) you may put your refolution in 
praftice. I don't intend to abufe the confi- 
dence you have repofed in me, and will by 
no means betray your honour. So that you 
may make yourfelf eafy on that fcore." 

I was greatly at a lofs to know in what man- 
ner the king intended to terminate the affair 
in an amicable manner : and this is the method 
he took. In a private converfation with the 
Duke of Almeyda, "My lord (faid he) you 
** have injured Don Pompeio de Caftro i and 
'* as you are not ignorant of his being a man 
•' of illuftrious birth, and a gentleman whom 
** I love on account of his faithful fervices, 
•* you ought to give himfatisfadion." — "I am 
" not of an humour to refufe it j (anfwered 
«* the duke) if he complains of my wrath„ I 
** am ready to do him juftice in the field*"-— 
" You muft give him another fort of repara- 
•* tion (replied the king) a Spanilh gentleman 
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*^ . underftands the point of honour too well 
*' to fight openly with a fecret aflaflin. I. can 
*•* give you no other name, and you cannot 
*^ expiate the indignity of your adion any 
*^ other way than by prcfenting your enemy 
*^ with a cane, and fubmitting to a retalia- 
** tion." — " O heavens! (cried theduke) What 
^^ Sir ! would you have a man of my rank con- 
*' defcend to hunible himfelf before a fimplc 
*' cavalier, and allow himfelf to be caned?"— 
** No (replied the monarch) I \vill make Don 
** Pompeio promife that he will not ftrike you, 
*' Only afk pardon for the violence you com- 
*' mitted, and prefent him with a cane — that 
is all I expeft of you." — " And that is too 
much to expeft from me. Sir (faid the 
duke, interrupting him haftily). I will ra- 
ther continue expofed to the fecret fhafts 
*' of his revenge." — " Your life is dear to 
•* me (faid the king) and my defire is that 
this affair may have no bad confequences. 
To bring it to a conclufion the lefs difa- 
greable for you, I will be the only witnefs 
^* to that fatisfaftion which I infill on yout 
" making to the Spaniard." 

The king had occafion for all his power over 
the duke, to bring him to this mortifying con- 
defcenfion. However, hefucceeded; andafter- 
wards fending for me, recounted the difcourfe 
he had with my enemy, and afked if I would 
be fatisfied with the reparation agreed upon 
between them. " I anfwered in the affirma- 
•* tive^ and gave my word and Yvoivo\xi> \\v»^ 
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** far from ftriking the offender, I would not 
even accept of the cane he fhould prefent to 
me." Things being regulated in this man- 
ner, the duke and I, one day, went at a cer- 

. tain hour to the king, who (hutting himfelf up 
with us in the clofet, " Come (faid he to the 
*' duke) acknowledge your fault, and deferve 
*' to be forgiven." Upon this my enemy 

. made his apology, and prcfented me with the 
cane which he had in his hand. " Don Pom- 

, *^ peio (faid the monarch to me, that in- 
** ftant) take the cane, and let not my pre- 
*^ fence hinder you from fatisfying your in- 
** jured honour: I acquit you of the promifc 
*' you made, not to ftrike the duke." — " No 
*f Sir (anfwered I) it is fufficient that he fub- 
*' mits to be beaten ; an injured Spaniard aflcs 
" no more." — " Well (replied the king) fince 

, '^ you are contented with that fatisfaftion, you 

. *' may now enjoy the privilege of a regular 
^* procefs: meafure your fwords and deter- 
*' mine your quarrel like men of honour.'* 
<* It is what I ardently defire! (cried the Duke 
" of Almeyda, with precipitation) and that 
" alone is capable of confoling me for the 

. " fliameful condefcenfion I have made." 

So faying he went away full of rage and 

confufion, and two hours after fent to let me 

know that he waited for me in a private place. 

Thither I repaired, and found that lord in a 

^ humour to fight heartily. He was not quite 
forty, and wanted neither courage nor (kill, fo 
.that the match was pretty equal. *' Come, 

" Don 
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** Don Pompeio (faid he) ]et us decide our 
•^ difference here: both of us ought to beex- 
afperated to the higheft pitch; you, for the 
treatnment you have received at my hands; 
*^ and I, for having aflced your pardon." 
With thefe words he drew upon me fo fud- 
denly, that I had not time to make any reply; 
and pufhed with great vigour; but I had the 
good fortune to parry all his thrufts, and at- 
tacked him in my turn; when I found I had to 
do with an antagonift who knew how to de- 
fend as well as to aflault; and I don't know 
what might have happened, if he had not 
made afalfeftepinretreating, and fallen back- 
ward. I (lopped immediately, and bid him get 
up — and he anfwered, " Why do you fpare 
me ? I am injured by your pity." — " I will 
not wrong my glory fo much (faid I) as to 
take the advantage of your misfortune; get 
up once more and let us fight it out." 
" Don Pompeio (faid he, rifing) after this 
inftance ofyour generofity, honour will not 
permit me to ufe my fword againft you. 
What would the world fay of me Ihould I 
kill you? I fhould be looked upon as a 
coward, who had taken the life of a perfon 
who had it in his power to deprive me of 
mine. I can, therefore, no longer fight 
againft you, and I feel the warm tranfports 
of gratitude fuccced thofe furious emotions 
which reigned within my breaft. Don Pom- 
peio, added he, let our mutual hatred ceafe. 
Let us even go farther, and be friends."— 
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Ah, my lord, cried I, I embrace the agree- 
able propofal with joy ! I vow the moft fin- 
cere friendfhip : and as the firft proof, pro* 
mife never to fet foot within the door of 
Donna Hortenfia, even though j(he Ihoulld 
defire to fee me." — " It is I (faid he) who 
* muft yield that lady to you — You have a 
' jufter title to her, fince her inclination is 
' fixed upon you." — " No, no ! (cried I) in- 
' terrupting him) you love her, and the (^ 
' vours which Ihe might beftow upon me 
' would give you pain; I facrifice them 
therefore to your repofe,"-— '' Ah, too ge- 
nerous Caftilian ! (replied the duke, lock- 
ing me in his arms) I am charmed mth 
your fentiments! What remorfc do they 
produce within me! With v/hat grief — ^with 
what fhame do I refleft on the outrage you 
received ! The fatisfadlion I gave you in the 
king's clofet feems now too flight; I will 
make a better reparation for the injury, and 
in order to efface thediflionourof it entirely, 
I offer one of my nieces to you in marriage; 
Ihe is a rich heirefs, not yet fifteen, and ftill 
more beautiful than young." 
I made my compliments to the duke in 
fuch exprefTions of acknowledgement as the 
honour of entering into his alliance infpired; 
and in a few days married his niece. The 
whole court congratulated him on his genero- 
fity to a gentleman whom he had covered with 
ignominy; and my friends rejoiced with me 
on the happy conclufion ot an adventure 

which 
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which feemed to promife a more melancholy 
iflbc. Since that time, gentlemen, I live 
agreeably at Lifbon, beloved by my wife, of 
whom I am ftill fond; the Dukeof Almeyda 
gives me every day frelh proofs of his friend- 
Ihip; and I dare boaft of being pretty well 
with the King of Portugal; the importanc 
of this my journey to Madrid, which I under- 
took by his order, being a fufficient evidence 
of his efteem. 

CHAP. vm. 

JSy what accident Gil Bias was obliged to fiek- 

a new 'plact. 

SUCH was the ftory that Don Pompeio re- 
counted, and which the valet of Don 
Alexo, and I overheard, although they had 
taken the precaution of fending us away be- 
fore it was begun: but inftead of retiring, wc 
flopped at the door, whichwe had left half open, 
and from thence loft not a word of what was 
faid. After this, the noblemen fet in to drink- 
ing, but their debauch did not laft till day ; 
becaufe' Don Pompeio, who was to attend the 
prime minifter in the morning, was very defi- 
rous of a little reft. Accordingly, the Mar- 
quis of Zeneta and my mafter embracing that 
cavalier, bid him adieu, and left him with his 
kinfman. 

We went to bed for this time before mono, 
and Don Matthias, when we waked, invefted 
me with a new employment* " G^ '^V^s. 

V5^^ 
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(faid he) take paper and ink, and write two 
or three letters which I will diftate ; hencefor- 
ward thou art my fecretary." — " Good (faid I 
to myfelf) another addition to my funftions: 
.as a lacquey, I follow my mafter everywhere; 
as a valet dc chambre, help him to drefs; and 
write under him as his fecretary. Heaven be 
praifed ! I aft, like Hecate, in a three fold ca- 
opacity." — *' Thou doft not know, added he, 
what I am about; which is briefly this — But 
be fecret — for thy life fhall anfwer it. As I 
fometimes meet with people who boaft of their 
good fortune in love intrigues, I am refolved, 
m order to excel them all, to have always in 
my pocket feigned letters from women, which 
I will read on fuch occafions. This will afford 
me fome diverfion, and, more happy than thofe 
of my fellows who acquii'e conquefts only for 
the pleafure of making them public, I will 
publifh thofe which I have not had the trou- 
ble to make ; but remember to difguife thy 
hand in fuch a manner, as that the billets may 
not appear to be written by the fame perfon." 
Upon this I took paper, pen, and ink, and 
fat down to obey Don Matthias, who at firft 
diftated a love-letter in thefe terms : 
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YO U was not to- night at the place of 
aflignation. Ah, Don Matthias ! what 
can you fay to juftify yourfelf ? How much 
have I been miftaken, and how well have I 
been punifhed for having the vanity to 
think that you would facrifice all the amufc- 

^^ ments 
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*' ments and bufmefs of the gay world, to the 
" pleafure of feeing Dona Clara de Mendoza!** 



The next billet he made me write was in 
the name of a lady, who preferred him to a 
prince; and the laft from one who told him, 
that, if fhe was fure of his difcretion, (he 
would make a voyage with him to the ifland 
of Cythera. He was not fatisfied with dic- 
tating thefe fine epiftles : he obliged me alfo 
tofubfcribe them with the names of ladies of 
quality. Upon which I could not help ob- 
ferving, that I thought it a ticklifli affair; but 
he defired me to keep my advice to myfelf, 
until he fliould have occafion to aflc it : I was 
therefore obliged to execute his commands in 
filence. This being done,, he got up, drefled, 
put the letters in his pocket, and went out; 
and I followed him to the houfe of Don Juan 
de Moncada, who had invited five or fix gen- 
tlemen of his friends to dinner. 

The entertainment was fumptuous, and 
mirth, the beft ingredient in all banquets, 
reigned during the repaft. All the guefts con- 
tributed to enliven the converfation; feme by 
raillery, and others by recounting exploits of 
which they themfelves were the heroes. My 
mafter, unwilling to lofe fuch a fair opportu- 
nity of profiting by the letters he had made 
me write, read thenri aloud, with fuch an air 
of affurance, that his fecretary excepted) eve- 
ry ]bbdy feemed to believe them genuine.— 
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Among the gendemen before whom he was 
guilty of this effrontery, there was one Don 
Lope de Velafco, a very fedate man, who, in- 
ftead of rejoicing like the reft at the fuccefs 
of the reader, coldly afked, if the conqueft of 
Donna Clara had coft him dear?-^'^ Almoft 
^* lefs than nothing (replied Don Matthias) 
" fhe made all the advances. Having feen 
me in the park I happened to pleafe her; 
upon which I was followed by her order, 
^* and, as foon as fhe learned who I was, Ihe 
** wrote to me, apppointing an affignation at 
^' her houfe in the night, when all the family 
** fhould be a- bed. I obeyed the fummons, 
*' and was introduced to her apartment. — I 
*' am too much of a gentleman to tell what 
'' followed." 

At this laconic detail the lord of Velafco 
changed countenance, and it was not difficult 
to perceive what concern he had in the lady in 
queftion. *^ All thefe billets (faid he, darting 
** a furious look at my niafter) are abfolutely 
*' falfe, and efpecially that which you boafl of 
" having received from Donna Clara de Men- 
" doza, than whom there is not a more chafte 
young lady in Spain. A gentleman, no 
ways your inferior either in birth or perfonal 
merit, has done every thing in his power, 
*' during two whole years, to make an im- 
'* preflion on her heart; and fcarce has he 
*' been able to obtain the moft innocent fa- 
*' vours, though he has reafon to flatter him- 
«* fclf that if fhe was capable of granting any 
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** other kind of indulgence, it would be to 
" him alone." — " Hey-day ! who fays any 
•* thing to the contrary ? (faid Don Matthias, 
*^ with an air of raillery.) — I agree with you 
*' that fhe is a lady of honour; and, for my 
*' part, I ^m a young fellow of honour; con-* 
*^ fequently you ought to believe, that no- 
^' thing which was not very honourable pafled 
*' between us." — " Ah! this is too much, 
(cried Don Lope, interrupting him:) jell- 
ing a-part, you are an impoftor. Donna 
*^ Clara never made an aflignation with you at 
night; and I will not fufFer you to blacken 
her reputation. — I fliall fay no more at pre- 
fent." Having thus exprefled himfelf, he 
looked fternly at the whole company, and re- 
tired in fuch a manner as to make him believe 
that this affair would have very bad confe- 
quences. My Mailer, who was brave enough 
for a lord of his charafter, defpiling the 
threats of Don Lope, " What a fool there 
is ! (cried he, buriling into a fit of laugh- 
ter) your knight-errants pretended only to 
*' maintain the beauty of their miftrefles; but 
*' he, forfooth muft vindicate the chaftity of 
^^ his. Now this to me feems ftill more ex- 
*' travagant." 

Velafco's retreat, which was in vain oppofed 
by Moncada, did not atalldifturb the banquet : 
the cavaliers, without taking much notice of 
it, continued their mirth, and did not pari 
till next morning at five o*clock, when my 
iiiafter and I went home to bed, I was over- 

whelvxv^^ 
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whelmed with drowfinefs, and hoped to en- 
joy a good fleep; but I reckoned without my 
hoft, or rather without our porter, who came 
and waked me an hour after, telling me that 
there was a young man at the gate, who 
wanted to fpeak with me. *^ Ah! curfe thee 
** for a porter (cried I, yawning) doft thou 
*' confider that I have juft now got to bed? 
** Tell the young man that I am afleep, and 
" bid him return at another time." — " He 
*' muft fpeak with you inftantly (replied he) 
** for he aflures me that the affair will admit 
*' of no delay." At thefe words I got up, 
and putting on my breeches and doublet only, 

went to the door, curfingall the way. • 

" Friend (faid I to the young man who 
** waited for me) let me know, if you pleafe, 
** what prefling affair procures me the honour 
'' of feeing you fo early in the morning ?" — 
*' I have (afwered he) a letter for Don Mat- 
" thias, to be delivered into his own hand. 
<* He muflreadit immediately; for it is of 
" the utmoft confequence to him: I beg you 
** will therefore Ihow me into his chamber/' 
Thinking it treated on fome very important 
affair, I took the liberty of waking my mat- 
ter : " I alk pardon (faid I to him) for in-. 
*'terrupting your repofc; but the impor^ 
** tance -" — *' What wouldfl thou haver" 
(cried he haflily:) Upon which the young . 
man who accompanied me, faid, " My lord, 
*^ I have a letter for you from Don Lope de 
*' Vclafco." Doii Matthias took, opened, 

and 
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and having read it, faid to Don Lope*s valet, 
Hark'e, child, I would not get up before 
noon to make one in the beft party of plea- 
fure that ever was pfopofed s judge, then, 
if I (hall rife at fix O'clock in the morning 
to fight. — Thou may *ft tell thy mailer, if 
he will be in the fame pkce half an hour 
'' after twelve, I will meet him there." So 
faying, he funk down in his bed, and fell 
afleep again with great expedition. 

Between eleven and twelve he got upj and, 
drefling with great compofure, went out, tell- 
ing me he would difpenfe with my attendance;' 
but I was too curious to know the confequence 
to obey him in this,, and therefore walked at 
fome diftande behind him to St. Jerome's mea- 
dow, where I perceived Don Lopez de Ve- 
lafco, waiting for him in a refolute manner. 
The better to obferve them, I concealed my- 
felf, a.nd, from afar, could fee them nrieet, 
and begin to fight a moment after. The conif- 
bat was long, each in his turn having pufhed' 
his antagonifl with great vigour and addrefs : 
but viftory declared for Don Lope, who run 
my mafler through the body, and, leaving 
him flretched upon the ground, made off, 
very well fatisfied with the vengeance he had 
taken. I ran up to the unfortunate Don Mat- 
thias, whom I found withqut fenfe, and al- 
moft without life. I was melted at the fight, . 
and could not help fhedding tears at a death, 
of which I had been an involuntary inftrument. 
— Notwithftanding my grief, however, I did 
Vol. L . ' O noc 




$99 The ADVENTURES of 

not forget my own little concerns} but re- 
turned honne with all hafte, where (without 
(peaking a fyllable of the matter) I made up 
a bundle of mv clothes, among which I threwj^ 
by miftake^ lomeof my mafter*s moveables; 
and when I had carried it to the barbcx's houfci^ 
where I had left my intriguiD&r fuir^ pubiifiied 
throiigh the whole tity the Fatal accident o( 
which I was witnefe: I told it to every body 
who gave me the hearing, and, in particular, 
took care to inform Rodriguez of what had 
happened. He leemed leis abided with the 
news, than bufied about the meafures he was 
to taJce on this occaHon. Having a0embled 
the fervants, he ordered them to follow himi 
and repairing in a body to St. Jeronr>e*s mca^ 
dow, we took up our mafter, who, though he 
ftill breathed, died in three hoyrs after he was 
carried to his own houfc. Thus periilied Dor 
Matthias de Silva, for having taken it ioto 
his head to read forged love-letters at an un- 
feafonable time. 

c H A P. m. 

Of this per/on 'in 'mhafc JftrvUe. be mgaged^ aftit^. 
the dioib of Don idatliiaj d^ Siha^ 

A Few days after the funeral of Don Mat- 
thias, all his i^rvants being paid and 
difmifled, I fixed my abode in the houfe of 
the little barber, with whom I began to live 
in ftrift friendfhipj and there 1 promifcd my- 
lelf more pleafure than with Melcndcz. As 

I did 
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t did not want money, I' was in no hurry to 
enquire about a new place: befidcs, I was be* 
come nice on that point, and refolvcd to fcrre 
none but the quality for the future^ for which 
reafon I intended to examine narrowly into 
whatever poft fhonld occur, believing thai: 
there was none too good for me r fo much dki 
1 then think the valet of a young noblertia 
preferable to all others. 

In the mean time> until fortune ftiould pre- 
fent (lich a family as I thought I dcferved, I 
imagined nothing could be more agreeable 
than to confecrate my leifure to my handfome 
Laura, whom I had not feen fince that night 
when we were both fo pleafantly undeceived. 
I durft not drefs in the fuit of Don Caefiir 
deRibera, whicl^ (unlefs I had aflumed it for 
a difguife) would have made me pafs for a 
downright madman : but my own was flili 
very decent, and being very well equipped in 
ftockings, fhoes, and hat, I adjufted myfelf, 
with the barber's afliftance, in a middle way 
between Don Casfar and Gil Bias, and in this 
condition repaired to Arfenia's houfej where, 
fmding Laura alone> in the fame parlour where 
I had feen her before, (he na fooner perceived 
me than Ihe cried, *' Ha ! are you there ? I 
** thought I had loft you. Seven or eight 
*^ days are paffed fince I gave you the pier- 
^* miflion of vifiting me". I fee you don't 
** abufc the liberties in which the ladies in-*- 
** dulge you/' 

I excufed myfelf on account of my mafttr's 

O 4 ^^>sicv 
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death, and the bufinefs in which I had been 
engaged j and added, in a very polite manner, 
that even in the midft of ail my cares, the 
fair Laura had ftill kept pofTefllon of my heart. 
Well, then (faid Ihe) I will reproach you 
no more J but own, that I have alfo thought 
5* of you : and as foon as I heard of the mis- 
fortune of Don Matthias, formed a projcft 
which, perhaps, will not difpleafe you,— 
Some time ago I heard my miftrefs fay, 
" that.lhe wanted to have a kind of fteward 
*' in the houfe ; a young man who fhould un- 
*' derftand oeconomy, and keep an exaft ac- 
" count of the money difburfed for houfe- 
keeping. I have caft my eyes on your lord- 
fhip, and believe you would not be an im- 
proper perfon for that employment." — " I 
perceive (anfwered I) that I fhould acquit 
myfelf in it to a wonder; for I have read 
Ariftotle's Oeconomics; and as to keeping 
*' accounts, it is my chief excellence. But, 
" child (added I) there is one objediion to my 
" engaging in Arfenia's fervice." — ** What 

" may that be ?*' (faid Laura.) *' I have 

*' fworn (I replied) never to ferve a plebeian: 
'' nay, I have fworn by Styx ; and if Jupiter 
** himfelf durft not violate that oath, judge 
** if a valet ought not to regard it." — " Whom 
** doft thou call plebeians? (faid the cham- 
" bermaid, with an airof difdain.) Doft thou 
" rank aftrefles with the wives of counfcUors 
" and attornies ? Know, friend, that the 
" ladies of the ftage are not only noble but 

" arch- 
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*^ arch-noble, by the alliances they contradk 
** with men of quality." 

" If that be the cafe, my princefs (faid I) 
** I may accept of the place for which you 
** have deftined me, without derogating from 
** the dignity of my refolution." — ^* Certain- 
** ly (fhe replied) to pafs from the family of 
" a beau into the fervice of a theatrical he- 
*' roine, is ftill to maintain the fame fphere 
** of life 'y for we rank in all refpe6ts with the 
quality : we keep equipages like them ; we 
live as well; and, at bottom, ought to hold 
the fame efteem in civil life. Really (ad- 
ded fhe) if we confider a marquis and a 
player, through the courfe of a day, we Ihall 
find them upon a pretty equal footing,; for 
granting that the marquis, during three 
" parts of the day, is, by virtue of his blopd, 
" fuperior to the player -, the aftor, during 
^' the remaining part, is raifed ftill more above 
the marquis by the cue of an emperour or 
king whom he reprefenrs. This, in my 
opinion, invefts us with fuch nobility and 
grandeur as at leaft equals us to the people 
" at court." — " O ! truly (I replied) you are, 
*' without contradiftion, on a level with the 
*^ courtiers. What the duce ! players, I find, 
*' are not fuch fcums as I imagined ; and you 
" fire me with an inclination to ferve fuch ho- ^ 
nourable people." — " Well, then (faid fhe) 
come back again in tv/o days: I afk no 
more time to. difpofe my miftrefs for thy 
" reception* I will fpeak to her in thy be* 

O 3 ^' half i. 
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^ Citify and as I have fome interefl: with her^ 
<' I am perfuaded that thou wilt be admitted 
<* mto her fervicc.** 

I thanked Laura for her friendihip^ and 
ftflbred her that I was penetrated with grati* 
.tude, which I exprcffed with fuch tranlports 
es left her iio room to doubt my fincerity. 
We tnaintained a pretty long converfation to- 
getfaer, and it would have laded longer^ had 
not a little page come to tell my princefs that 
Arfenia wanted heri upon which we parted. 
I quitted the-houfe of this a£h'eis^ in the fweet 
iippe of living in it at my -eafe in a very fhort 
tinnei and did not fail to return at the time 
appointed. <^ I was juft expefting thee (faid 
•* Laura) in order to aflure thee, that thou 
••* art now one of the houfchold : come, fol- 
** low me, and I will prefent thee to nr*y mif- 
** trcfs/' So faying Ihe carried me into an 
apartment, compofed of five or fix rooms of 
a floor, ettch more richly furniflicd than the 
other. 

Heavens! what luxury and magnificence! I 
Relieved tnyfelf in the palace of a vice-qucenj 
or r^her thouglit I faw. all the riches in the 
worH amafTed together in one place : for 
there was variety of things produced in diffe- 
rent nations; and onemi^t term this apart- 
ment the temple of fome goddefe, to whom 
every traveller prefcnted an o&ring of thcTa- 
rtties of his trountry. — I perceived the divinity 
feated on a large fattin couch, charming to 
the eye, and fleck with the fteamsoPfacnficc: 
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(he was in a genteel defhabille, and her fair 
hands were bufy in pre;paring a new head* 
drefs, in which fhe was to perform that night* 
•^ Madani (faid her maid) here is the houfc^ 
keeper I mentioned. I can aflureyou, that 
you will not find one more for your pur* 
pofe." Arfenia looked at me very atten-i' 
tlvelyj and I had the good fortune to pleafe 
Jier. " Aha! Laura (cried fee) there's » 
*^ pretty young fellow. I fbrcfee that I feall 
*^ be very well tatisfied with him.*' Then 
addreOing herfelf to me ** Child (faid fee) 
I like your appearance^ and am at a word : 
if you ferve me well, you feall have no 
caule to comjdain.'^ I anfwered,. that my 
whole ftudy and endeavour feould be to picafi: 
her : and feeing that we were agreed, went to 
fetch my clothes, and was inftafied in my new 

C H A P. X. 

Which is as Jhort as the foregoing. 

IT being near play-time, my miftrefs bid 
Laura and me follow her to the theatre* 
We went accordingly to her tyring room, 
where fee put off her ordinary drefs, and took 
another moire magnificent for her appearance 
on the ftage. The curtain being drawn, Lau« 
ra conduced and fat down by nne in a place 
where we tould both fee and hear the a<5Vors 
perfeftly well, i was difgnfted at the greateft 
part of tbeoi, doabtlefi iKctuieDoa Pompefo 

O 4 had 
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had prejudiced me againft them. Several, 
however, were very much applauded, and, 
among thefc, even fome who. put me in mind 
of rhc fable of the pig, 

Laura told m*e the names of all the aftors 
and aftrefies as they prefented themfelvesj 
and, not contented with this, the fatyrical 
"baggage defcribcd their chara(9:ers nicely, as 
they ajopeared. " This here (faid flie) is a 
" noodle. That fellow is a brute : and that 
" minx whom you fee, with an air more lewd 
than engaging, is called Rofardaj a very 
bad acquifition for the company ! (he fhould 
be enrolled in the troop that is raifing by 
order of the vice-roy of New Spain, to be 
tranfported forthwith into America. Ob- 
fcrve that luminous conftellation advancing: 
that fair fctting fun, known by the name of 
" Caflilda: if flic had exadted a ftone from 
*' each of her lovers, as a princefs of Egypt 
*^ is faid to have done heretofore, flie could 
*' have raifcd a pyramid which would have 
*^ touched the third heaven." In fliort, Laura 
gave no quarter : her malicious tongue did 
not even i'pare her own millrefs. 

Nevcrthelefs, I will confefs my weaknefs : 
I was charmed v/ith my chamber-maid, though 
her charafter was not morally good. She fa- 
tyrized fo agreeably, that I was even in love 
with her malice. Betweeri the acts fhe got 
up, to go and fee if Arfenia wanted her; but 
inftead of returning immediately to her place, 
flie amufedJicrfclf behind the fcqnes, inliften- 
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ing to the foft things that were faid by the 
men who flattered her. I followed her, for 
once, to obferve, and perceived that Ihe had 
a great many acquaintances; having reckon- 
ed no lefs than three aftors, who, one after 
another, flopped to fpeak with her, and feeqped 
to treat her with great familiarity. This was* 
not at all agreeable to me, who feeling, for 
the firft time, what it was to be jealous, re*- 
turned to my feat fo penfive and melancholy, 
that Laura obferved it as foon as (he came 
back. " What is the matter with thee, Gil 
Bias? (faid ftie with furprize,) What 
gloomy demon has taken pofTejQion of thee 
fince I went away ? Thou feemeft fad and 
*^ dejedled." — " I have too mucb reafon ta 
" be fo, my princefs (anfweredl) j you have 
" a little too much vivacity in your behavir 
*' our: I have obferved you with the aftors."- — 
" A pleafant caufe of melancholy, indeed! 
" (faid flie, laughing) How! does that give 
^' thee any unealinefs ? Truely thou art x mere* 
" novice: but thou wilt fee a great many 
*' other ftrange things among us, and muft. 
" accuftom thyfelf to our eajy way of life. — 
** Harbour no jealoufy, child; for that, among 
" comedians is looked upon as ridiculougi 
*^ therefore we have none of it...- Fathers,^ 
hufbands, brothers,, uncles, and coufins, 
with us, are the moft complaifant perfons^ 
on earth, and generally make fettlements. . 
" for their own family." , i; 
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After having exhorted me to take umbrage 
at nothing, but look upon every thing indi 
txxmpofure, ihe declared that I was the b^xp7 
mortal \yho had found the way to her licart^ 
and afTured me, that her love fhould always 
reft on me alone. On this afiurance, whidi 
Jiowever I nright have diftrufted, withotit the 
imputation of being too fuiptcious, I promifed 
tiever more to be alarmed, and kept my word^ 
for that very evening I faw her in clofe coni- 
verfation, and heard her laugh heartily with 
ftveral different men. When the play was 
over, we went honoe with our miftrels^ where 
plorimonda foon after arrived, with three old 
noblemen and an aAor> to fu{mer. Befides 
1-aura and me, there vftvt of fcrvants in the 
lioufe, a cookmaid, a coachman^ and a page, 
who all joined in preparing for fuppcr. The 
4:00k, who was no lefs dexterous than Dame 
Jacinta, was adifled by the coachman in drcf- 
fing the victuals, while the chambermaid and 
page laid the cloth, and I furnilhed the beaufet 
with the Bneft plate and feveral cups of gold, 
which were offered to the goddefs ot the 
temple. I ftored it likewife with bottles of 
the choiceft wines, ferving in my own perfon 
as cup-bearer, to Ihow my miftreis that I could 
turn my hand to every thing. The deport- 
ment of the aftrefles, during the repaft, fill- 
ed me with admiration : they affumed airs of 
importance, and imagined themfelves women 
©f the firft rank. Far from addrefling the 
noblemen with the title of your excellence, 

they 
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tKer did not even give them that of yonr 
lorafhip; but called them limply by theh- 
names : true, indeed, thefe very nofalemen had 
(boiled and made them ib vain by fufferin^ 
tkem to be ib familiar. — As for the aftor^ htt 
like a player uied to perform the hero, treat- 
ed them without ceremony, drank to their 
health, and maintained (as one may fay) the 
upper end of the table. ^^ Upon my fout, 
(faid I to myfelf) when Laura demonftrated 
the quality of the marquis and player in 
the day time, (he might have added that 
^^ they are ftill more fo in the night, fince 
^ they (pend it thus in drinking together." 

Arfenia and Florimonda being naturally 
wanton, a thoufand hardy esqpireffions efcapea 
them, mingled with fmall favours and toy* 
ings which were exquificcly reliftied by thdfe 
old finners. While my miftrefs amufed the 
one with a little innocent ribaldry^ her friend,, 
fitting between the other two, did not a^the 
Sufanna with them. While* £ was cemixder-^ 
hig this piAure, which^ had but too^ many 
charms for a youn^fellow like me, the deflert 
was brought in:: upon- which I fet wine and 
glafles on the table, and went to fupper with 
Lauray who' waited for me. Well, GilBlas^ 
" (faid (be) what is thy opinion of thofe noble- 
^ me» thou haft feen ?" — «^ They arc doubts 
•* lefs (anfwered I) adorers of Arfenia and 
** Florimonda." — " No, (faid Ihe) they are 
•• old letchers, who vifit coquets without at- 
^ taclttng tbem&lves to them, .and aik only 

O 6 ^^ Sxcw^^ 
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" fgnall compliances^ paying gcncroufly for the 
*' trifling favours*they receive. Thank hea^ 
i** Yen ! Florimonda and my miftrefs are at 
f^ prefent without lovers ; I mean fuch lovers 
,** as aflume the hufband, and want to engrofs 
■ * all the pleafures of the houfe, becaufe they 
** fupport the expence of it. As for my own 
-r** part, I am very glad it is fo; and maintain 
/' thit a coquet of fenfe ought to fly thefe fort 
*' of engagements. • Why Ihould fhe give up 
" her liberty to a matter? 'Tis better to ac- 
" quire an equipage penny by pei>ny, than 
" have one at fuch a price." 

When Laura was ia.a (peaking humour> 
(which was almoft always the cafe) words coft 
her nothing.— ^Heaven ! what a volubility of 
tongue was fhe mifl:rcfs of! She told me a 
thoufand adventures which had happened to 
the acflreflTes of the prince's company ; and I 
concluded from her difcourfe, that I could 
not be in a better fituation to become perfeft- 
ly acquainted with vice. I was unhappily of 
an age* when this does not create much hor- 
rour ; and befides, the chambermaid painted 
thefe irregularities fo artfully,, that I beheld 
only the delicious fide of them. She had not 
time to relate the tenth part of the exploits 
of the aftreffes; for (he had fpoke but three 
hours, when the noblemen and player with- 
drew with Florimonda, whom, they conduced 
to her own houfe. 

After they were gone, my mifl:refs giving 
me money^ faid " There, Gil Bias, are ten* 

^ . 5 ** piftoles 
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' piftoles to go to market to-morrow morri- 

* ing ; five or fixiof our gentlemen and ladies 

* are to dine, with me, fo that yon muft take 
^ care, and have every thing in plenty.*'—- 
^ Madam (anfwered I) with this fum I'll 
' engage to entertain the whole troop." — 
' Friend (replied Arfenia) be fo good as to 
^ corre£t your expreflions: you muft not call 
' them the troop but the company. We 
' fay a troop of thieves a troop of beggars, 

* and a troop of authors j but learn to fay a 

* company of comedians. The corps of ac- 
' tors in Madrid, elpecially, deferve to be 

* called a company/' I alked pardon for 
having ufed fuch a difrefpeftful term, and 
moft humbly begged fhe would excufe my 
ignorance; protefting that, for the future, 
whenfoever I ftiould mention the gentlemen 
aftors of Madrid in a colleftive manner, I 
would always call them the company. 

CHAP. XL 

How the flayers lived together and their treats 

ment of authors. 

I Went to market next morning, in order to 
begin my office of butler ; and as it was a 
meagre^day, bought, by order of my miftrefsi 
fome good fat pullets, rabbits, partridges, and 
other wild fowl ; for as the gentlemen-players 
were not altogether fatisfied with the behavi- 
our, of the church towards them, they did not 
think proper to adhere fcrupuloufly to its 
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commandments. — ^I brought home more vic- 
tuals than would have fufBced twelve honeft 
gentlemen, during three days in carnival- 
time; fo that the cook had work enough for 
the whole morning. While (he prepared the 
dinner, Arfenia got up, and remained at her 
toilet till noon, when Signors Rofimiro and 
Ricardo (two aftors) arrived : Conftantia and 
Celinaura (two aftreffes) came foon after: and 
at laft Florimonda appeared, accompanied by 
a man who had all the appearance of a finilh- 
ed coxcomb. His hair was tied behind in a 
very foppifh manner, his hat adorned with a 
plume of green feathers, his breeches fnnootb 
and ftraight, and his fhirt, which was very 
fine, was bordered with a handfome lace, 
difplayed at the flafhes of hrs doublet. His 
gloves and handkerchief were contained with- 
in the hilt of his fword, and he wore his cloak 
with a grace altogether peculiar. 

Though he had a good mien, and was very 
well made, I no fooner faw him than remarking 
in him Ibmethmg lingular, I faid to myfel^. 
*^ This gentleaian muft certainly be an origi- 
" nal." I was not miftakenj for he was a 
man of a very extraordinary charafter. As* 
foon as he entered Arfenia's apartment, he ran 
with open arms and embraced the aftreffes^ 
and aftors, one after another,^ with gcftures 
ftill more extravagant dian thofe of the beaus. 
My opinion was not changed when I heard 
him ijpeak ; for he made affcfted pau(es, and 
pronounced his words with great emphafis, ac- 

^aunodating 



commodattng his looks and :gcihjrcs to the 
fubjeffc. Having aflced Laura who that gen- 
tleman was, ** I dotft wonder (faid £he) at thy 
*^ curiofity: it is impoffible to fee and hear 
^^ Signor Cados Alonib de la Ventoleria, 
" even for once, without feeling the iamc 
-^ emodon. I will dcferibe him to the life. 
-^^ In die firft place, he.iias been a.player ^ but 
^c quitted the fiage through wfaim^ and now * 
^^ repents in ^ameft. His black hair, which 
^^ thou feed, is dyed as well as his eye-brows 
^^ and whiikers4 for he is older than Saturn: 
^^ but as his parents, when he was bom, neg- 
'< le£bed to have his name inferted in the.pa** 
<' rifh regt&er, betakes the advantage of their 
** onoiffion, and calls himitdf younger than he 
^^ is by twenty good years at kail:. He is^ 
^' moreover the moft fdf^conceited man in . 
" Spain, though he fytnt theiirft fixty years 
'^ ot his life in the grofifeft ignorance; but in 
order to becomelearned, he empbyed a pre- 
ceptor, who has taught lum to ipell in La« 
^^ tin and Gixek. Befides, he has got an in« 
*' finitenumber of good^oriesby heart, which 
<< he has repeated, and vouched fo often^ 
^^ that at length he aduaUy believes them to 
** be true. Thcfe he brings into converfa- 
^' tion, and one may fay, that his witihrnes ac 
** the expence of his memory. He has thecha-* 
^* rader of being a great aftor, and I pioufly 
" believe it J hut neverthelefs I will own that 
*^ he does not pleafe me. I hear him repeat 
^* fometimcs ia ^oenqxinyt and amoog ochet 
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*' faults, think his pronunciation too much 
^* affedted, and his voice fo quavering that it 
** gives an ant re and ridiculous air to his dc^ 
■" clamation." 

Such was the pifture that my fweet-heait 

drew of this honorary ftage player, who was 

really in his deportment the moft haughty 

mortal I had ever feen. He played the orator 

too, and did notfailto produce from his budget 

two or three ftorics, which he uttered with a 

ftudied air of folemnity. On the other hand, 

the adreffes and aftors, who did not come 

thereto hold their tongues, were not filentj 

•but began to talk of their abfent comrades, 

not in a very charitable manner indeed: but 

this muft be pardoned in players as well as in 

authors. The converfation, therefore, kindling 

againft their neighbours, " You cannot guefs, 

" ladies (faid Rofinniro) a new piece of fineffe, 

." of our dear confederate Cefarino. He this 

'* morniirj purchafedfilk ftockings, ribbons, 

and lace, which he ordered a page to bring 

to the rehearfal, as if fent by a certain 

" countefs." — " Such apiece of knavery !(faid 

Signor de Ventoleria, with a filly, vain fim- 

per) there was no fuch deceit in my tinne: 

we never dreamt of compofing fuch ftories : 

the ladies of quality, indeed, fpared us the 

invention by making the purchafe them- 

'^ felves: it was their fancy." — " Zooks! 

(faid Ricardo) they have that fancy ftill; 

and was I permitted to explain myfelf— 

** but one muft be filent on thefefortof ad- 

.: * " ventures, 
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^' ventures, efpecially when perfons of a cer- 
" tain rank are concerned." 

Gentlemen (faid Florimonda, Interrupt- 
ing him) truce with your intrigues, if you 
pleafe 5 they are very well known to all the 
world, and let us talk of Imenia. They fay 
that nobleman, who has fpent fo much mo- , 
** ney upon her, has left her at laft." — " Yes, 
truely (cried Conftantia) And I'll tell you 
*^ more ; Ihe has loft a little citizen, whom Ihe 
*' certainly would have ruined, I know the 
" foundation of the^whole affair: her Mer- 
" cury committed a terrible blunder, by car- 
rying to the nobleman a letter fhe had wrote 
to the citizen, and giving this laft the billet 
intended for the lord." — " Thefe are great 
lofles, my dear (replied Florimonda.)"— — 
Oh ! as for the nobleman (faid Conftantia) 
" there is no great matter ; he had fpent al- 
." moft his whole eftate : but the citizen bad 
A^ juft began his career, and had never pafled 
" thro* good hands, which is athoufand pities." 
In this manner they difcourfed before din- 
♦ner, and their conversation turned on the fame 
:fubjefts while they were at table. But as I 
Ihould never have done, if I undertook to re- 
peat all the expre(rions full of malice and folly 
v/hich I heard, I hope, the reader will excuf^ 
me for fuppreffing them, in order -to defcribe 
the reception of a poor devil of an author, 
who came in towards the end pf the repaft. : 

Our page came,, aad faid aloud . to hii^tnif- 
•trefs, *' Madann> a^^pijiirx in;jq^i;v|llous foul 
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linen, bcdaggled all over, and who, fopitaft 
you, looks very nn.uch like a poet> wants to 
•* fbeak with you." — *« Show him up (an- 
•■ fwered Arienia) don't ftir, gentlemen, 'tis 
^ but an author/* Sure enough it was one, 
whole tragedy had been received, and who 
brought a part for my miftrefs. He was called 
Pedro de Moya, and, as he entered, made five 
or fix profound bows to the company, who 
neither got up, nor returned his compliment. 
Arfenia only anfwered his profufion or civilicf 
by a flight inclination of her head. He ad« 
vanced into the room, trembling and confufcd, 
tnd let his gloves and doak fall, which hav« 
ing taken up, he approached my miftreis, and 
prefented to her a paper, with more refpeft 
than that df a counfellor, when he delivers a 
petition to a judge ; faying, " Be fo good, 
•• Madam, as to accept ofthis part, which I 
" take the liberty to offer." She received it 
in a cold and difdainful manner, w^ithout even 
deigning to anfwer his compliment. 

This, however, did not difcourage our au- 
thour, who making ufcof the opportunity to 
diftribute the different parts of his play, gave 
one to Rofimiro, and another to Florimonda, 
who did not treat -him a whit more courte- 
oufly than Arfenia liad done. On the contra* 

SI the player, 'naoorally very obliging as 
efe gentlemen commonly are, infultcd him 
with the moft cutting raillery, which Pedro 
dc Moya felt, butdurft not retort, left his 
ptece flimAd luffer for 4m imjprudence. He 

fctircdf 
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retired, therefore, without (peaking, butfen- 
fibly touched, as I perceived, with his recep- 
tion i and I believe, that, in the bitternefs of 
his rcfentment, he did not fail to curfe within 
himfelf the players, as they delcrvedi and 
they, when he was gone, began to Ipcak of 
authors with great refpedt. *' Signor Pedro 
** de Moya (laid Florimonda) did not fccm 
" to go away well fatisfied." 

" Pfhaw, Madam (cried Rofimiro) don't 
** difturb yourfclf about that: authors are not 
*' worth notice ; if we fhould treat them on 
an equal footing, it would ipoil them. I 
know thefeibrry gentlemen; they would 
*^ foon forget themfclves. Let us, therefore, 
«* ufe them like flaves, and we need not -foar 
that we fhall tire their.patience : for though 
their difpleafure may detach them from xm 
fometimes, the fury of writing will bring 
them back, and they will think themfelves 
very happy, provided we deign to zSt their 
performances," — *^ You are in the right 
(faid Arfcnia) we only lofe thofe authors 
<' whofe fortunes we have made, for asfooa 
as we httve procured a good fettlementffor 
them, idlenefs takes pofleflion of them, and 
they work no more. Luckily the companif 
don't break their hearts, and the pubUc ii 
" no lofer by their floth." 

Thefe ime obicrvations were mucfh appdaud* 
ed, and it was determined, that authors, not« 
withftanding the ill-treatment they receive^ 
owed their all 4x> 4lie playersj. mh^ therefore. 
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claimed the fupcriority over them> and ccrtcs 
they could not defpife them more. 

CHAP. XII. 

Gil Bias acquires the theatrical tajle^ abandons 
bimjelf to the pleajures of a comic lifCy with 
which, however, he is difgufied in a little time. 

THE company remained at table until the 
hour arrived of going to the theatre, 
whither they repaired in a body. I followed, 
and once more faw the play, which gave me 
fuch pleafure, that I refolved to take the fame 
opportunity every day. In this I did not fail, 
and infenfibly became reconciled to the adors; 
fuch is the force of cuftom : I was particularly 
charmed with thofe who ranted and diftorted 
themfelves moft upon the ftage, and was not 
at all fingular in this way of thinking. 

The beauty of the performance touched me 
no lefs than the manner of reprefentation : I 
was quite tranfported with fome of them ; and 
among the reft was prodigioufly fond of thofc 
where all the cardinals, or the twelve peers of 
France appeared. I remember that in two 
days I got by heart a whole comedy, entitled, 
TJie Queen of Flowers. The Rofe, who was 
queen, had the Violet for a confidante, and 
the Jelfamin for her ufher. I thought nothing 
could be more ingenious than thefe works, 
which I imagined did a great deal of honour 
to the tafte of our nation. 

I not only adorned my memory with the 

}>righteft phages from thefe dramatic mafter- 

.. pieces i 
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pieces ; I fet about bringing my tafte to per- 
fedioiij which to accomplifh, I liftened with 
a greedy attention to all that the players faid; 
If they praifed any performance, I efteemed 
it; and whatfoever met with their difapproba- 
tion was immediately defpifed by me. I 
thought they were as ikilful in plays as jewel- 
lers are in diamonds. Neverthelefs Pedro 
de Moya's tragedy had great fuccefe, although 
they had prognofticated its damnation. But 
even this could not make me fufpeiSt their 
judgement; and I chdfe rather to believe that 
the public wanted common fenfe, than to 
doubt of the company's infallibility. I wast 
aflured, however, from all quarters, thatthofe 
new pieces of which the players had no good 
opinion were ufually very much applauded; 
and that, on the contrary, thofe which they 
received with approbation were commonly hif- 
fed by the audience. I was told that it was a 
maxim with them to judge erroneoufly of the 
works that were presented to them ; and wai 
informed of a thoufand inftances where the 
fuccefs belied their determination ; but all 
thefe proofs were fcarce fufficient to difabufe 
my underftanding. •1,;^^' 

I Ihall never forget what happened one day 
in the firft reprefentation of ar new comedy^ 
which the players had pronounced cold and 
tedious, and aftually thought uhpaffable. In 
thefe fentiments they performed the firft aft, 
that met with great applaufe, which quite afto- 
nifhedthetn* . The fecond ad was played, and 
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(till better received than the firft : upon which 
the a£):ors were confaiuided. ^^ How the deinll 
*^ (faid Rofimiro) is itpofllble thar thiscomcdy 
'< (hould take ?" At laft they aOed the thirds 
which gave more pleafure than the two former. 
*' I can't comprehend the meaning of this(£dd 
^' Ricaidoi) we imagined that this piecewould 
•* not pleafe, yet every body is charmed with 
*• it.**— ^* Gentlemen (faid one of them very 
'^ plainly) the reaiba is^ becaufe there are a 
'* thoufand ftrokes of wit in the performance 
" which we have not obferved." 

I no longer, therefore, locdced upon the 
players as excellent judges, but became a juft 
appraifer of their merit: and, indeed, tbeyjuf* 
tified to a tittle all the ridicule they met with 
ftom the world : for ibme of the affcors zni 
aftreflfes were giddy with applaufe ; and con- 
iidering themfelves as obje^ of admiradoni 
thought they beftowed a favxsur on the public, 
^hen they deigned to play. I waa ifaocked at 
their faults, but unhappily too well plea&d 
with their way of life; fa that I plunged into 
debauchery. How could, it be otherwife ? 
Thar converfation was: pernicious to youth, 
and all I faw contributed to corrupt n^mo^ 
xals: had I been. ignorant aS- what pafiedat 
the houfesof Cafil^ Conftanria^ and the other 
p^ers, that of Arienia:ak)H€ wasbut too ca« 
pable of und(»i!ig mcv: forbcfides the old no«* 
blemen I mentioned, there came thither beaus, 
young heirs whom ufurers enabled to ibend 
money^ and fometimes^ alib^ farmers oT the 
>^ revenue 
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revenue were admitted, who far from being 
gratified for their prefence, as they are in thcic 
^0wn ailemblies, were obliged to pay through 
the nofe for their reception. 

Florimonda, who lived hard by^ dined and 
fopped every day with my miftrefs j and pco* 
pie were furprifcd at the friendihip that feern?* 
ed to unite them. It a£brded matter of afto* 
uiftiment to fee coquets live together in fiich 
good intelligence ; and every body imagined 
that, foon or late^ they would quarrel about 
feme gallant. But the world was very much 
miftaken in thefc perfiaCt friends, who were 
joined by the mod iblid afTefiion. Inftead of 
being jealous of one another^ like other wo« 
men, they lived in conimon ; and chofe rather 
to (hare the fpoils than fboliihly difpute about 
the inclinations of the men. 

Laura, by the example of theie illuArious 
aifociates, made the beft: of her youth toa: 
and it was not without reaibn fhe had tald too 
that I ihould fee ftrange things : however, i 
affe^Sted to be quite eafy ; becaufe I had pron 
mifed to adopt the unconcern of a player on 
fuch occafionsi and thus I dii&mfakdi for 
fbme day^, contenting myfelf: with afking the 
pames of the nten with whom I fbujnd her pw^ 
ticularly engaged. She alwayaasiftverc^ d»c 
it was an uncle or cpufin. Heavens, what, a 
crowd of relations ihe had { Surei, htr hauiyi 
was nmre- numerous than that of King Priam: 
and the jade did not even confine berfelf- to 
her uncles and coufins ; but alfo went abroad 




312 The ADVENTURES of 

frequently in order to allure ftrangers, by; 
acting the widow of quality at the houfe of 
the old woman whonm I mentioned before. In 
fhort, Laura (to give the reader a jufl: and 
precife idea of her) was as young, as handfome, 
and as much a coquet as hermiftrefs, who-had 
no other advantage over her, than that of di- 
verting the town in public. I was borne down 
by the torrent for three weeks, during which 
I gave myfelf up to all manner of debauchery : 
but at the fame time, I muft obferve, in the 
midft of my pleafures, I was frequently feized 
with fentiments of remorfe that proceeded 
from my education, and embittered all my en- 
joyments. Vice could not get the better of 
thefe warnings, which augmented in propor- 
tion as I became more debauched, and by the 
effeft of a happy difpofition, I began to abhor 
the diforders of a theatrical life. "Ah, wretch! 
(faid I to myfelf) is it thus thou fulfilleft the 
expeftation of thy family ? Was it not enough 
to cheat it by choofing another employment 
than that of a tutor? Does thy fervile condi- 
tion hinder thee from living like an honeft 
man ? or does it become thee to live among 
fuch finners ? fome of whom are poflefled by 
envy, rage, and avarice; whilft others have 
baniflied allfenfeof fhame. . Thefe are aban- 
doned to intemperance and floth j and thofc 
indulge their pride even to an excefs of info- 
lence. I am refolved, and will no longer 
dwell with the feven deadly fins." 

■ 

. The End of the First Volume, 
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